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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE LAKE QUIN-
SIGAMOND COMMISSION RELATIVE TO CER-
TAIN RECREATIONAL FACILITIES ON LAKE
QUINSIGAMOND.

Chapter 70 of the Resolves of 1953 authorized the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources “to make an investigation and
study of the possible recreational development in the vicinity
of Lake Quinsigamond.” No funds were made available
to do this work, and it was done by various members of the
Department along with their other duties, and reported to
the General Court on the first Wednesday in December of
1953. Sketches illustrating the report were made available
and shown to the Lake Quinsigamond Commission, who
approved them.

Chapter 471, Acts of 1954 (item No. 8255-05), provided
funds part of which were to be used (see House, No. 2593)
“to make a study relating to the recreational development
of the shores of Lake Quinsigamond, and to prepare detailed
plans for such a development with authority to employ
necessary engineering and other assistants, and to report to
the General Court on the first Wednesday in December of
1954 the results of its study and its recommendations, to-
gether with drafts of legislation to carry sucli recommenda-
tions into effect.”

Without delay this Department retained surveyors to
make topographical surveys of three areas that were selected
because of their great need of improvement or development.

They were
1. Regatta Point just north of Route 9.
2. Lake Park south of Route 9.
3. The Great Brook Valley north of Lincoln Street.
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On August 13, 1954, this Department retained the firm of
Planning and Research Associates of 45 Bromfield Street,
Boston, Massachusetts, because of the outstanding work
they have done in similar fields of planning. On the basis
of the surveys which this Department turned over to them,
the Planning and Research Associates prepared schematic
plans for the Lake Park Beach area and Regatta Point.
Reproductions of these plans are part of this report.

The objectives of this report to accompany a study for
the recreational development of the shore of Lake Quin-
sigamond are twofold:

First. To study the present conditions of city-owned
recreational facilities already developed, and to make
recommendations for improvements or additional use.

Second. To ascertain whether any lands directly acces-
sible to the lake shore either city-owned or privately
owned are suitable for recreational development. If so,
they are to be recommended for acquisition by purchase
or taking by eminent domain.

Inquiries at the city engineer’s office of Worcester and the
office of the Bureau of Recreation soon revealed that very
few, if any, comprehensive maps of existing conditions
were available. The best source of information turned out
to be the aerial photographs held by the assessors’ depart-
ment, of which tracings were made to serve as a basis for
our recommendations in plan form. A topographic map
was available of Lake Park, although it did not show build-
ings or playfields and courts.

For that reason and due to the lack of funds, man-
power and time our recommendations were of a general
nature and were no more than a selection of suggested
projects worthy of detailed study and planning.

This is primarily so because no topographical maps were
available. For the same reasons, no estimates of costs
can be submitted. Although some of the recommendations
may call for extensive grading operations, they are made
because of increasing values attributed everywhere to lake
shore land, especially for outdoor recreational development,
which each day, as it were, assumes a higher rating in
American life. This is especially true in the case of Lake
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Quinsigamond, which is within as large a city as Worcester
and in close proximity to other growing towns. For that
reason, lake shore land, which by virtue of its forbidding
topography is unusable for outdoor recreation, may well
warrant the cost of grading operations, which under normal
conditions and in other locations might not be justified.
Moreover, it has been brought to our attention that within
the Worcester region, gravel and fill are so much in demand
that contractors are willing to level large areas without
cost to the owner, considering the material they secure as
compensation. While in many cases, this would mean the
sacrifice of trees and other vegetation, it should be re-
membered that a topography forbidding land use remains
forbidding while trees and vegetation can be restored.
Moreover, land for playground use must be cleared any-
way, and if proper leveling of steep and useless hillsides can
be secured without cost, it should be favorably considered.

However, we feel that in all such cases the fringe of trees
should be left for at least 100 feet off the water’s edge to
maintain the present shoreline effect.

Ratio of Public Parks to City Population

We feel that no sound appraisal of recreational facilities
on the shore of Lake Quinsigamond could be satisfactorily
made without at least a more or less cursory study of the
Worcester Park system.

There has been established an accepted standard that a
city should have a minimum of 8 acres of park for each
1,000 population.

Statistics reveal that Worcester is not meeting this
standard because land acquisition for park purposes has
not been in a satisfactory ratio with the increase in popula-
tion. That is why hereafter this report will recommend
if not the actual immediate development, at least the
setting aside for park purposes of certain areas obviously
not intended for such use.

City-owned Existing Park
Within a most dense and not too well-planned mixed

residential development on the shores of Lake Quinsigamond,
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there are two city-owned parks with shore frontage on the
lake. On the north side of Belmont Avenue and adjacent
to the bridge lies Regatta Point, an existing and much used
beach, also the terminus of the popular regattas. To the
south of the bridge lies Lake Park, of considerable size,
through which runs Lake Avenue. Apart from these city-
owned parks there is no land of sufficient area to warrant
recreational development except on the northern end of the
lake. This report therefore classifies and describes these
areas separately with a general recommendation for each
area accompanied by separate plans referring to the area.
These, as stated above, are preliminary rather than definite
plans.

Regatta Point.
One of the basic planning principles of recreational

development is to cause the main access road to the area
to be the area’s boundary, so that all human activities may
be kept within the road and the area’s chief attraction
in this case, the lake. At Regatta Point, there is very
little space between Lake Avenue and the lake itself, and
if this area were to be developed under the present existing
road conditions, many activities would have to take place
on the west side of Lake Avenue. In other words, there
would be a constant crossing of Lake Avenue by people
going to and from the beach to avail themselves of activities
taking place west of the road, and for which there is no room
between the avenue and the lake.

It seems therefore vital to a more liberal and more varied
recreational use, that there be more space between the
avenue and the lake, by relocating Lake Avenue. For
that reason Lake Avenue has been relocated further west
in order that all recreational activities can be located
between Lake Avenue and the waterfront, including the
parking, so that all road crossing by pedestrians enjoying
the park is avoided.

The plan for Regatta Point calls for various recreational
uses, primarily water sports.

A new centrally located bathhouse —of the pavilion
type that will house a restaurant and provide sun-bathing
and passive recreation, such as enjoying the view or watch-
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ing the many races and other boating activities on a wide
boardwalk, is shown on the plan.

The plan shows a boathouse providing for storage of row-
boats, canoes and other small craft. As this report states
later on, boating on a larger scale that might cause over-use
and some danger in this somewhat restricted area is planned
for further north on an area of which we recommend the
purchase.

The first impression of Lake Park is one of neglect and
confusion, of unused opportunities and a lack of man’s
initiative and co-operation in taking advantage of and sup-
plementing intelligently by well-planned efforts nature’s
most generous contribution of land and water. This is not
a reflection on the ability, the keen interest and the planning
consciousness of the park superintendent and his staff.
Their co-operation has been most valuable and their dis-
appointment in being unable to maintain higher standards
due to lack of funds and manpower, most keen.

This condition is typical of similar ones in many cities,
and must depend for improvement on the growing realiza-
tion that parks and recreation play a vital part in our
citizens’ welfare.

While this park is separated from the shore and its
popular beach by Lake Avenue, it could and should be
studied to offer two types of recreation:

The land and beach east of Lake Avenue to be set aside
primarily for water sports, with some active land recreation,
while the Park west of Lake Avenue should be set aside for
game areas, picnicking and trail hiking.

The “beach area” is only used to a small fraction of its
potential use. A broken-down hard-top road known as
“the bridle path” has been built on the top of a narrow ridge
high above the lake on the east side and high above the
lowland on the west side. The road has no particular
value, since it runs parallel with Lake Avenue and does not
shorten the distance to the bathhouse from any direction.

It is our recommendation that this road and the ridge
upon which it was built be removed.

Lake Park
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This appears one of the extensive grading operations men-
tioned above, but only by doing so can this large tract of
land facing a beautiful lake be made usable for healthful
recreation. We admit it is a large order, but there are great
lasting benefits to be gained. There is no doubt that private
enterprise would long since have done this very thing
and undoubtedly not without considerable profit. There
are many good uses for the material that would become
available: the lowland could be filled to a usable level.
The present beach inadequate in size and uncomfortable
in contour could be increased considerably and be re-
graded for more comfortable use.

There is not a single parking space near the beach for
organized and controlled parking, which takes place in a
“catch as catch can” manner much on the grass and
along the adjacent roadsides.

The plan indicates clearly this described procedure. It
shows the ridge removed and the material used to create the
“bowl” an amphitheatre-like athletic field with a quarter
mile track and football field. This eliminates the objection-
able dump and the automobile traffic within the area be-
tween the lake and Lake Avenue; the whole area becomes a
safety zone from a traffic standpoint. Tennis courts have
been increased.

Plans for the park west of Lake Avenue will provide for
more picnic areas, much needed comfort stations, organized
parking, the elimination of auto traffic within the park,
and additional planting.

The Great Brook Valley.

After finding our planning instinct somewhat frustrated
by conditions along the lake’s shore revealing almost com-
plete coverage by an over-burdening mixture of beautiful
homes attractively landscaped, and camps in unattractive
settings, it was a relief to come upon a large area north of
Holden Street and between Boylston Street and the lake
that was still unoccupied.
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This area comprises 125 acres located in Shrewsbury but
owned by the city of Worcester.

While the recent tornado has left its cruel scars on these
rolling hills surrounding a valley through which runs a
lively stream, the same tornado did not injure a most
interesting topography not only picturesque in outline and
formation, but combining with its beauty a generous and
rather unusual suitability for park-like recreational develop-
ment.

Here, indeed, was an area where the planner finds, as it
were, a blank sheet upon which to draw and adjust his
intentions to take advantage of nature’s gifts and make
their enjoyment available to the people.

It needs only a little imagination to visually remove from
these hills the broken trees and other debris, and, realizing
that sound planning looks far beyond today, to re-visualize
not only a restored beauty, but a beauty so designed that
it will combine with it a usefulness for the enjoyment of
thousands of people.

The Marsh

There is a large area called the marsh through which
runs a brook reported never to have been dry.

The planning of this area depends largely on some in-
formation, not yet available, to be secured from borings.

A schematic plan is being prepared by the Research and
Planning Associates, the completion of which must wait for
a decision by the Worcester Housing Authority as to the
location of a proposed housing project in that vicinity.

Planting Program for Great Brook Valley.

One of the important needs in the development of the
Great Brook Valley is a well-studied planting plan. This
should include:

1. Erosion protection on the hillside
2. Flowering trees and shrubs for landscape beauty
3. Shade trees over seats, wherever passive recreation maj

be enjoyed comfortablv and with some scenic attraction.
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It is in our opinion desirable to use native plants and
trees rather than the more exotic varieties to preserve the
landscape harmony.

We trust that those responsible for the acceptance or
rejection of the plan for Great Brook Valley will be both
visionary and optimistic when comparing the discouraging
existing conditions with the picture of the future we are
trying to convey.

Here is, in our opinion, a challenge, a liability which
vision, patience and careful planning can turn into a great
asset for the people of Worcester to enjoy. If the plan is
accepted or some modification of same immediate steps
should be taken to prevent any action that might hazard
its execution.

The Gravel Pit Area.

South of Lincoln Street there is a large area owned by
the city of Worcester known as the gravel pit, where huge
scale gravel removal operations are taking place. South
of this area is a wooded tract owned by the Notre Dame
Institute. South of that area is the Bianchi lot.

These three areas, if joined in city ownership, offer the
greatest opportunities for lake shore development. If
Lake Avenue could be merged into Plantation Street,
these three areas would constitute the largest lake frontage
unoccupied by buildings.

The southern part is a pleasant woodland area through
which runs an attractive stream. It would provide pic-
nicking on a larger scale than can be provided at Regatta
Point.

The open gravel pit area would lend itself to the large-
scale boating activities for which Regatta Point is too
small.

These areas are on the market and we recommend their
early acquisition, for private ownership and its consequent
satellite development may make this plan impossible.
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It should be fully realized that all the planning discussed
above will be of little avail unless and until pollution is
eliminated from the lake.

This is primarily the responsibility of Worcester and
Shrewsbury. We understand that the city of Worcester is
at present and at great expense engaged in activities
that will eliminate on the city’s part of the lake’s pollution.
This, of course, does not solve the problem as far as Shrews-
bury is concerned.

The scope of this report does not allow specific recom-
mendations regarding this problem, but we feel that it
would seriously fail in its purpose without calling attention
to this problem.

Conclusion.
Our study of the city’s park system fragmentary as

it had to be —in our opinion calls for a most emphatic
and immediate demand for action on the recommendations
this report sets forth —if they are accepted. Worcester
is at present engaged in a vast housing and slum clearance
program, all pointing to a steadily increasing population.

It would be most regrettable if a similar increase and
“clearance” were not maintained in the field of outdoor
recreation and park availability. It will be more than just
regrettable if the future should prove that lack of today’s
planning placed a most expensive and destructive burden
on a future generation.

We recommend for your consideration that the city-
owned land between Lake Quinsigamond and Lake Avenue
be acquired by the State, that the proposed construction
w'ork be supervised by the Department of Natural Re-
sources, and upon completion be administered and main-
tained by said Department of Natural Resources.

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,
ommissioner of Natural Resour<r of Natural Rc(

WALTER J. MOOSSA,
'airman, Lake Quinsigamond (<

<n

Pollution.
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Boston, Massachusetts
October 18, 1954

PRELIMINARY PROGRESS REPOR

STUDIES FOR DEVELOPMENT

LAKE QUINSIGAMOND
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

PLANNING & RESEARCH ASSOCIATES
CONSULTANTS
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Planning and Research Associate

45 Bromfield Street, Boston 8, Mass., October 18, 1954

Commissioner Arthur T. Lyman,
Department of Natural Resources,
IB Ashburton Place,
Boston, Mass

Dear Sir; We are pleased to submit herewith a pre-
liminary progress report on the status of the work being
done on the development studies for Lake Quinsigamond.

This report treats in detail two areas, Lake Park and
Regatta Point. References to the future development of
other areas under study is included.

Very truly yours,

PLANNING & RESEARCH ASSOCIATE!

R. Newton Mayall
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History.

On August 13, 1954, we were authorized to proceed with
studies for the development of the following areas along the
shores of Lake Quinsigamond:

2. Regatta Point
3. Great Brook Valley

Pending the receipt of accurate topographic surveys,
small scale studies were developed and investigations were
carried out in the engineering and planning departments of
the city of Worcester to obtain basic data and reference
material necessary for a proper analysis and study of the
areas under consideration.

Messrs. Cabot, Hans and Mayall visited the various
sites on August 23, 1954, to obtain at first hand the back-
ground of Mr. Llans’ presentation to the Legislature.

Various reports on recreation, traffic problems and engi-
neering proposals made bjT the municipality, together with
state highway proposals, were studied to determine how
existing work and that to be accomplished in the near
future by these agencies might affect our planning; and
also to give some clue as to the needs of the city of Worcester
and its surrounding metropolitan area.

The topographic surveys for Lake Park and Regatta
Point were received on September 15, 1954.

Schematic plans for development of Lake Park and Re-
gatta Point were presented to Commissioner Lyman on
September 30, 1954, and we were then authorized to proceed
with working drawings for these two areas. The schematic
plans also were submitted to the Lake Quinsigamond Com-
mission on October 11, 1954, in Worcester.

Working drawings for Lake Park and Regatta Point were
begun on October 1, 1954.

The topographic survey for Great Brook Valley was re-
ceived on October 11, 1954.

PRELIMINARY PROGRESS REPORT.

1. Lake Park
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Lake Quinsigamond, located partly in Worcester and
partly in Shrewsbury, is a focal point for various recreational
activities, both public and private. It is patronized not only
by those living in adjacent communities, but by those
living at great distances as well. It also receives generous
patronage from individuals and groups residing as far away
as Boston. Therefore the Lake should not be considered in a
local sense, but rather as a recreation area having a far-
reaching appeal. It is necessary to keep in mind not only the
large metropolitan population its plans and needs
but also that large population group which is attracted to it
by virtue of its various unique physical properties and
water activity.

The Lake is particularly important as a boating center for
canoes, rowboats, motorboats, intercollegiate meets, Olympic
tryouts and outboard races. The full development of those
areas available for recreational purposes will attract still
greater numbers to its shores and to its use for water sports.

The implementation of the full development requires
specific attention to (1) the local needs, (2) the metropolitan
needs and (3) the statewide need. The areas under consider-
ation are ideally located to serve the various requirements
as suggested above, namely, Lake Park for local needs,
Regatta Point for the metropolitan needs (and minor state-
wide), and Great Brook Valley for statewide use, with a
generous proportion of metropolitan use and need. It is
with these premises in mind that our studies have been
developed.

Studies.

Numerous conferences have been held with the director
of planning, director of parks and recreation, and the traffic
and city engineers of Worcester, who have been most co-
operative, and their suggestions have been of value to us.

We have talked with the district engineer of the State
Department of Public Works relative to highways. The
recent meeting with the Lake Quinsigamond Commission
was most satisfactory, and many thoughts were expressed

The Lake.
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by various members that will be valuable in the projection
of studies for the entire lake. The plans have been de-
veloped with due consideration given to municipal, regional
and state planning wherever it concerns the area.

Plan for Lake Park.
The scheme for development of Lake Park includes that

area east of Lake Avenue lying between Nonquit Street
and Coburn Avenue, and the facilities to be constructed are
consistent with our investigation of the needs and the over-
all principles involved in the lake development.

The accompanying schematic plan shows the arrange-
ment of the facilities. The terrain and physical character of
the property lend themselves naturally to the allotment of
the elements shown on the plan.

Here we have provided for a quarter mile track and foot-
ball field built in the bowl. The existing bank of tennis
courts has been enlarged. The beach area is to be revised
and the bath house is to be renovated. The report of our
architectural associates, Griswold, Boyden, Wylde & Ames,
concerning the work to be done on the bath house is ap-
pended herewith in full.

A public boat landing is provided for those who bring
their boats to the lake on a trailer. Here they can unload
the boat, and a special parking lot has been designed to
allow room for parking cars with trailers.

The entrance to the park is opposite Hamilton Street and
provides access to the parking areas serving the patrons
of the beach, picnic area, tennis courts and the bowl.

Picnic areas are provided, and we anticipate that the
pond can be produced by the natural drainage now being-
transported in a brook to the lake. This will provide an
especially attractive area for picnicking. The entire park
requires clearing of the scrub growth and a new under-
planting of suitable ericaceous plants.

Plan for Regatta Point.
The schematic plan for Regatta Point encompasses an

area provided by a revision of the present highway (Lake
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Avenue), moving it westward. The accompanying plan
shows the advantage derived by moving the highway. It
places all the facilities between the road and the lake from
Belmont Street to Mohican Road.

Here we have planned a concentration of various facil-
ities to take full advantage of the water sports that are the
predominant activity on this part of the lake, and to provide
the means for a fuller development of these sports. The
situation is not unlike that of the Charles River Basin in
Boston, at the Longfellow bridge. All intercollegiate races
and Olympic tryouts end opposite this point. A well-
planned and organized unit can be constructed here for the
benefit of the metropolitan area, and at times its appeal
and drawing power will be on a statewide level, therefore
it is necessary to provide an area of obviously high character,

one that is well managed, supervised, and maintained at
all times, both winter and summer.

The beach is to be reconstructed. A bath house, boat
house and restaurant are included. The importance of this
Point cannot be underestimated.

The boat house is designed to provide the facilities for
community sailing activities for the young people, storage
of canoes, rowboats and racing shells and skulls. The boat
house is separated from the other facilities by a raised
terrace, and a boat harbor provides for seclusion.

All structures are located at the land side of a wide
promenade or board walk. The bath house is the central
structure, and situated north of it is a restaurant with
separate facilities for serving bathers without conflicting
with the operation of a dining room.

The restaurant is designed for year-round use and should
be operated on a high plane similar to that of Putnam and
Thurston’s, one of the outstanding general eating places in
Worcester. This, then, would be a pleasant place to eat
at any time of year a place with a beautiful view and
where good food is purveyed. Eating outdoors on the board
walk in summer can be made most attractive. A lakeside
restaurant of high character can be a focal point for many
group meetings, such as Rotary, Lions, etc.
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Also included is a separate landing for the use of lake
boats that could provide a pleasant sixteen-mile trip around
the lake. These boats would run at scheduled times through-
out the summer months, thereby affording an opportunity
for the landsman to enjoy the full beauty of the lake.

Lake Avenue.
Lake Avenue marks the western boundary of both the

Lake Park and Regatta Point areas. A right of way, 100
feet wide, extends the length of Lake Avenue, except at
Lake Park. The proposed section shows a divided highway
comprising two 12-foot lanes on either side of a 30-foot
median. The present highway is hazardous throughout its
length and particularly at the areas we are developing. It
is, therefore, necessary to provide safe access to these areas.
The divided highway and its deceleration and acceleration
lanes with controlled crossovers, extending the full length
of the parks, will provide for safety. Therefore the revision
of the highway at these points is a necessary part of the
development of the parks.

Working Drawings

Working drawings for Lake Park and Regatta Point are
under way, as authorized. Details are being worked out
and the principles set forth in the schematic plans are
being adhered to.

Recommendations.

The farther our studies progressed the more it became
apparent that the success of the entire lake development is
contingent upon ownership, management, supervision and
maintenance. The city of Worcester has owned the proper-
ties in question for many years. Various reports have
indicated the inability of the city to properly manage,
supervise and maintain them for recreational purposes.

We therefore strongly recommend that the Department of
Natural Resources seriously consider the acquisition of
Regatta Point and Great Brook Valley, and manage,
supervise and maintain them as recreational areas.
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The Lake Quinsigamond Commission expressed its desire
that the Department also acquire the Lake Park area. We
are in hearty accord with this.

A great deal of emphasis has been put on the need im-
proper facilities to handle boats that are brought to the
lake for racing, such as outboards, shells, etc. We have
provided for the shells at Regatta Point, but we feel that
motorboats and outboards do not properly belong with that
development. We recommend that the gravel pit north of
Regatta Point be acquired and developed for motorboats
and outboards, with ample parking facilities for cars with
trailers, service and repair facilities, and other necessary
arrangements for the proper handling of these boats. This
is the easiest place to provide direct access to the water
by cars with trailers. Such activity is not good to have
associated with a beach, because of the attendant noise
and oil or gasoline which might cause pollution. Also it
would not be good to mix motor boat traffic with sail and
hand powered boats in the boat harbor.
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Griswold, Boyden, Wylde & Ames
53 State Street

Boston, Massachusetts

Department of Natural Resources

Lakeside Bath House Lake Quinsigamond, Worcester.
On Wednesday, September 15, 1954, the above building was in-

spected and the caretaker and concessionnaire were interviewed.
They both stressed the fact that the bath house had to withstand
a lot of abuse from the persons making use of its facilities; any
windows not very well protected were immediately broken, any
objects not securely fastened down were taken away, the roof
and fragile parts of the structure were continually damaged by
thrown stones, mortar was picked out of joints in the exterior
stone walls, electric lights were broken, iron railings were torn
down, benches were broken, locker doors were broken off, many
attempts had been made to break into the concession area.

It would seem that any work that was done on the building
should be of a nature that could withstand the above depreda-
tions or else stricter supervision should be maintained.

Bearing these circumstances in mind, the recommendations listed
below are made. They are minimum requirements to put the
building in working condition for next summer’s use. If stricter
policing were possible, it might be practicable to open up the cen-
ter of the building to provide a more attractice access to the con-
cession area and perhaps add some form of awning or other shelter
for this part of the premises.

We consider these minimum requirements to be as follows:
1. The existing roof leaks badly, and if not repaired soon the

moisture now leaking in will start timbers rotting. We recom-
mend that the present roof be stripped and new double thick
giant sized asphalt shingles be installed.

2. Certain parts of the timber and stucco areas have been
broken through. We recommend that these areas be restored,
or, better still, that heavy felt building paper and clapboards or
matched boarding be nailed over these areas and painted.

REPORT TO PLANNING AND RESEARCH ASSOCIATES.
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3. The existing joints on the masonry walls are crumbling in
certain areas and in some places the stones are loose or have
already fallen out. We recommend that the outside walls be
repointed where necessary and all loose or missing stone work be
secured or reinstalled.

4. Some of the wire mesh and wooden framed guards that are
placed in the openings that let light and air into the dressing
rooms are damaged. These should be repaired and/or replaced.
The same recommendation applies to many of the guards which
cover the windows. The glass in windows which is now painted
to ensure privacy might be replaced with translucent plexiglass
panes which would better withstand the misuse to which the
windows have formerly been subjected. Strong wire mesh and
possibly additional metal grilles should be installed. The present
solid wooden shutters which are installed in the off season should
be repaired and repainted as may be necessary.

5. Most of the outside doors are badly scarred. We recommend
that these doors be replaced with metal clad doors. The same
recommendation applies to the shutters for the concession area.

a counter and access shutter on
in addition to the area which he
could easily be accomplished by

6. The concessionnaire desir
the opposite side of the buildir
now has on the lake side. Th
removing the windows now opening into the area, at present used
for storage, and replacing these windows with a metal clad shutter
to secure the opening when the bath house is closed. The grade
outside this access opening should be lowered to obtain better
height relation with the existing levels inside the building.

7. The present color of the paint on the outside trim is a sombre
brown. Since this trim and the new doors will need fresh paint,
we recommend that the outside painting be done in a brighter,
more cheerful, contrasting color which would go far to improving
the appearance of the building.

8. We recommend that the interior of the building be repainted
in a lighter color which would reflect more light and brighten up
the interior. We realize that the lighter color will offer more in-
ducement for scribbling on the walls, but occasional repainting,
possibly with aluminum paint which gives good coverage and
masking qualities, would take care of these blemishes.

9. The present plumbing fixtures are badly stained and scratched
and need replacing. Lavatory basins in the dressing rooms are
used for rinsing out bathing suits and should be provided with
large traps with easy access for cleaning out of sand or dirt which
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now frequently clogs the drains. A better solution to this problem
might be the installation of a slop sink for rinsing bathing suits,
in addition to the lavatory. New shower heads should be pro-
vided. Marble shower partitions should be realigned and an-
chored with certain new sections installed where the old ones
cannot be salvaged.

10. We woidd recommend also that the wiring and piping be
examined carefully and removed or replaced where necessary.

11. At present the electric light bulbs are removed from the
locker areas, since they are otherwise broken continually. We
would recommend that small mesh wire guards be placed over all
fixtures in the locker rooms or else the present system of removing
the bulbs be continued.

The above recommendations would put the property in good
working condition, and it is possible that once the building is in
good shape, it will command more respect and the vandalism will
decrease or stop completely. Much improvement could be made
in the concession area, but the present concessionnaire seemed to
be more anxious to have a good lock on the door than anything
else. It might be wise to do a minimum of work in this area until
the renovated bath house and new landscape work has been used
for sufficient time to see if more improvements are warranted.

Respectfully submitted,

C. I. WYLDE,
Griswold, Boyden, Wylde & Ames.
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November 29, 1954

Mr. Arthur T. Lyman, Commissioner
Department of Natural Resources
15 Ashburton Place
Boston, Ma

Re: Lake Quinsigamond estimate of cost preliminary

Dear Sir: We are pleased to submit herewith our preliminary esti-
mate of cost for the development of Lake Park shore improvements,
Regatta Point and GreatBrook Valley, at Lake Quinsigamond in Worces-
ter, Massachusetts.

3600.000
900,000

1.500.000
2. Regatta Point
3. Great Brook Valley

33,000,000

Our estimate for Lake Park is based on construction drawings to be
iubmitted December 1, 1954. General items included are:

Reconstruction of Lake Avenue
Renovating bath house.
Reconstructingbeach area
Reconstructing Coburn Avenue, Nonquit Street, and Entrance Road
Constructing parking areas, tennis courts, track and athletic field,

promenade and enclosures.
The estimate for Regatta Point is based on architectural drawings to

be submitted December 1, 1954, and our layout studies and typical sec-
tions. General items included are:

Reconstruction of Lake Avenue,
Reconstruction of beach.
Construction of restaurant building, bath house, boat house and

pavilion.
Construction of parking area and enclosure;

The estimate for Great Brook Valley is based on schematic drawings
ineral outline of facilities to be pro-numerous visits to the site and a f

vided. General items included are

Cleaning the ponds and waterc
Construction of athletic field.
Construction of acoustic shell.
Construction of parking areas.

urses

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

1. Lake Park
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Construction of community service building.
Over-all development as a park for regional use.

The foregoing estimates include contingency, architectural and engi
neering fees.

Very truly yours,

R. NEWTON MAYALL,
Director
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act providing for the acquisition and develop-

MENT FOR A STATE PARK OP CERTAIN LAND AND BUILDINGS
ADJACENT TO LAKE QUINSIGAMOND IN THE CITY OF WORCES-
TER AND THE TOWN OF SHREWSBURY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The commissioner of natural resources
2 acting in behalf of the commonwealth, may take by
3 eminent domain, under the provisions of chapter seventy-
-4 nine of the General Laws, or may acquire by gift, pur-
-5 chase or otherwise, certain areas of land and the build-
-6 ings thereon adjacent to Lake Quinsigamond deemed
7 necessary for recreational development, for the develop-
-8 ment of a state recreation area or areas, including those
9 areas known as Lake park, Regatta point, Great Brook

10 Valley, and the Gravel Pit area, more particularly de-
ll scribed as follows;

12 Parcel 1 . Land which comprises the area known as
13 the Gravel Pit which lies between Lake Quinsigamond
14 on the east and Plantation street on the west, and be-
-15 tween Lincoln street on the north and Natural History
16 Drive on the south, including land owned by or described
17 as Notre Dame Institute, Bianchi property, the gravel
18 pit, as well as other land, all lying within the city of
19 Worcester.
20 Parcel 2. Land known as the Great Brook valley,
21 being partly in the city of Worcester and partly in the
22 town of Shrewsbury, lying at the northerly end of Lake

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Cfce atommontucaltl) of opasoacinisetts



1955.] HOUSE —No. 2410. 29

23 Quinsigamond and bounded by the lake, Lincoln street,
24 Boylston street, Sand street and the center line of Indian
25 Head pond.
26 Parcel 3. The area known as Lake park, bounded
27 easterly by Lake Quinsigamond, westerly by Lake
28 avenue, northerly by Nonquit street and southerly by
29 Coburn avenue, lying partly in the city of Worcester
30 and partly in the town of Shrewsbury, and owned by
31 the city of Worcester.
32 Parcel 4- The area known as Regatta point,
33 bounded on the west in part by Lake avenue and in
34 part by a line through land of the commonwealth of
35 Massachusetts, department of mental health, on the
36 east by Lake Quinsigamond, all lying between Belmont
37 street and Winneconnett road, including certain portions
38 of land owned by the department of mental health, all
39 being within the city of Worcester.

1 Section 2. In its development and improvement of
2 the above-described areas or any of them, the depart-
-3 ment of natural resources is hereby authorized and
4 empowered, following the acquisition of said areas or
5 any of them
6 (1) To plan, construct, provide and maintain, repair
7 and operate recreational areas and such facilities as
8 access roads, walkways, play fields, stadia, picnic areas,
9 parking lots, bath houses, swimming, diving and wading

10 pools, beaches, baby-sitting areas, power, row and
11 paddle boats, boat houses, docks, landings, cafeterias,
12 restaurants, refreshment stands, fireplaces, benches,
13 tables, chairs and shelters, pavilions, first-aid rooms,
14 comfort stations, drinking fountains and such other
15 facilities as the department deems necessary and de-
-16 sirable.
17 (2) To impose and collect such charges and fees for
18 the use of the lands, buildings, facilities and equipment
19 enumerated in subsection one of this section as may be
20 necessary to defray the cost of the developments herein
21 authorized, including costs of maintenance and opera-
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22 tion and bond amortization and interest. Such fees and
23 charges may be revised from time to time as deemed
24 necessary by the department.

1 Section 3. The commissioner may grant over and
2 across any land acquired under this act such locations
3 as may be necessary for water and sewer lines, and may
4 grant such locations as shall be found by order of the
5 department of public utilities after public hearing to be
6 required by public necessity or convenience for tele-
-7 phone, telegraph or electric light or power transmission
8 and gas lines, and as in his judgment are necessary and
9 will serve the public interest, and may execute and de-

-10 liver such documents and papers, approved as to form
11 by the attorney general, as may be necessary. At the
12 request of the commissioner such locations may be altered
13 or revoked, except that as to those established pursuant
14 to finding by the department of public utilities, upon the
15 request of the commissioner and after notice to the
16 grantee of such locations, and to all parties interested
17 and a public hearing, the department of public utilities
18 may by order alter or revoke any such location whenever
19 in its opinion the public interest or the rights of the
20 commonwealth so require. The commissioner within
21 fourteen days after granting any such location shall file
22 a copy of the grant of the same, together with a copy of
23 the order, if any, of the department of public utilities,
24 in the office of the clerk of the city or town where the
25 location is granted, and a copy of his alteration or re-
-26 vocation of the same, and the department of public
27 utilities shall file in the office of said clerk any order
28 altering or revoking such location, and the clerk of said
29 city or town shall receive and record the same.

1 Section 4. To meet the cost of the program of ac-
-2 quisition and development herein authorized, which
3 shall include all expenses incurred in laying out and
4 constructing the same and all appurtenances thereto,
5 and all interest accruing prior to the first maturity, the
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6 state treasurer on request of the department and with
7 the approval of the governor and council shall issue and
8 sell at public or private sale bonds of the commonwealth,
9 registered or with coupons attached, as he may deem

10 best, to an amount not exceeding in the aggregate the
11 sum of three million, five hundred thousand dollars.
12 All bonds issued by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall
13 be designated on the face: “Lake Quinsigamond State
14 Park Loan” and shall be on the serial payment plan for
15 such maximum term of years not exceeding ten as the
16 governor may recommend to the general court pursuant
17 to section three of Article LXII of the Amendments to
18 the Constitution of the commonwealth, the maturities
19 thereof to be so arranged that the amounts payable each
20 year, including principal and interest, shall be as nearly
21 equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer is prac-
-22 ticable, and shall bear interest semiannually at such
23 rate as the state treasurer, with the approval of the
24 governor and council, shall fix. The first maturity shall
25 not occur until one year after the issue of the first bond
26 hereunder.

1 Section 5. All income derived from the operation of
2 the facilities hereunder shall be paid into the state
3 treasury, and shall be deemed to be generally applicable
4 to the collective obligations of the commonwealth im-
-5 posed by this act. Nothing in this act shall be con-
-6 strued to mean that income from a particular facility
7 must be applied to meet the obligations of that par-
-8 ticular facility. Nothing in this act shall prevent the
9 state treasurer from applying without restriction income

10 from facilities authorized under this act to the obliga-
ti tions of similar facilities authorized under future acts.

1 Section 6. If in any year the income from the facili-
-2 ties established under this act shall prove insufficient to
3 meet the costs hereunder the resulting deficits shall be
4 met in the manner prescribed in section four of chapter
5 one hundred and thirty-two A of the General Laws.
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1 Section 7. The areas acquired and the plans for their
2 development shall conform substantially to the special
3 report of the department of natural resources and the
4 Lake Quinsigamond commission made pursuant to chap-
-5 ter four hundred and seventy-one, acts of nineteen
6 hundred and fifty-four.


