
HOUSE .... No. 2891
Substituted by the House (in part), on motion of Mr. MoMorrow of

Boston, for the Bill providing for the discharge of any instructor or
teacher in any public school located in the Commonwealth, who refused,
at a duly constituted trial, or at certain hearings or inquiries, to answer
certain questions pertinent to his membership in the Communist Party
(House, No. 2893, printed as amended). June 2.

House of Representatives June 2, 1955.

Whereas, There is pending before the General Court a
bill printed as House, No. 2590, amended, entitled “An Act
providing for the Discharge of Any Instructor or Teacher
in Any Public School located in the Commonwealth, who
refuses, at a Duly Constituted Trial, or at Certain Hearings
or Inquiries, to answer Certain Questions Pertinent to his
Membership in the Communist Party,” a copy of which,
as amended, is submitted herewith; and

Whereas, In the opinions of the justices of the Supreme
Judicial Court on certain questions of law pertaining to the
bill providing for the discharge of any professor, instructor
or teacher in any university, college or school, public or
private, located in the Commonwealth, who refuses, at a
duly constituted trial, or at certain hearings or inquiries, to
answer certain questions pertinent to his membership in
the Communist Party, rendered April 13th, 1955, it stated
in part as follows: “Whether a statute like the proposed
section SOB, but limited to public schools, would be valid
does not seem fairly within the scope of the question asked
and

Whereas, Although the pending bill is limited to public
schools, grave doubt exists as to the constitutionality of

aid bill, if enacted into law; therefore be it
Ordered, That the opinions of the Honorable the Justices

of the Supreme Judicial Court be required by the House of
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Representatives upon the following important question of
law:

Is it constitutionally competent for the General Court to
enact a law providing for the discharge of any instructor or
teacher at any public school in the commonwealth, who re-
fuses for any reason whatsoever, intending to include therein
refusals based on the grounds of self-incrimination, to an-
swer questions pertinent to his past or present membership
in the Communist Party at a trial or at a duly constituted
hearing or inquiry conducted for the purpose of investigat-
ing Communism, at which testimony is taken under oath,
substantially as set forth in said House, No. 2590, amended.

LAWRENCE R. GROVE,
Clerk of the House.


