
HOUSE 2918

House of Representatives, June 7, 1955.

The committee on Public Health, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 705) of the
Massachusetts State Nurses Association and Silvio O. Conte
for legislation to regulate the practice of nursing and regis-
tration of nurses, report the accompanying bill (House, No.
2918).

For the committee

JOHN A. ARMSTRONG.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act to regulate the practice of nursing and
REGISTRATION OF NURSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 13 of the GeneralLaws is hereby
2 amended by striking out sections 13 to 15, inclusive,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following five sec-
4 tions:
5 Section 13. There shall be a board of registration in
6 nursing, in this section and in sections thirteen A to
7 fifteen, inclusive, called the board, consisting of nine
8 members to be appointed by the governor, with the
9 advice and consent of the council. Five members shall

10 be nurses, each of whom shall be a graduate of a differ-
-11 ent school for nurses; four of them shall have been
12 registered in the commonwealth at least eight years
13 prior to their appointment, and at least two of these
14 four nurses shall, at the time of their appointment and
15 throughout their terms, be members of the faculty of
16 an approved hospital school for nurses; and the fifth
17 nurse may be a licensed practical nurse or a registered
18 nurse licensed and registered in the commonwealth at
19 least eight years prior to his appointment, and, at the
20 time of his appointment and throughout his term, shall
21 be a member of the faculty of an approved school for
22 practical nurses. Two members shall, at the time of
23 appointment and throughout their terms, be qualified
24 physicians who shall have been registered in the com-
-25 monwealth at least eight years prior to their appoint-
-26 ment. One member shall, at the time of his appoint-
-27 ment and throughout his term, be a trustee of a hospital
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with an approved school for nurses. One member shall,
at the time of his appointment and throughout his
term, be the administrator of a hospital with an ap-
proved school for nurses. Three of said members shall
be designated in their original appointment to serve for
terms of two years, three to serve for terms of four
years, and three to serve for terms of six years, and
thereafter three members qualified in accordance with
this section shall bi-annually, before October first, be
appointed to hold office for six from said October
first. Upon the expiration of a term of a member his
successor shall be appointed for a term of six years.
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Section ISA. The board shall appoint an executive
secretary who shall not be a member of the board and
shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one of the General
Laws. The executive secretary shall perform such duties
as designated by the board and shall receive such salary
as may be fixed according to provision of chapter thirty
of the General Laws. The executive secretary shall be
a registered nurse and shall have been registered in the
commonwealth at least eight years prior to his appoint-
ment, with an academic degree in nursing or its equiva-
lent, have at least eight years of experience, five of
which shall have been in teaching or administration in a
school for nurses or a combination of teaching and ad-
ministration.
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54 Section 14- The board shall hold regular meetings on

the second Tuesdays of January, April and October in
each year at the office of the board of registration in
nursing, and it may hold additional meetings at such
times and places as may be determined. At the regular
meeting in October, it shall organize by electing a chair-
man who shall hold office for one year.

bb

56
5/

58

59
60

Section IJ+A. There shall be an assistant to the exec-
utive secretary of the board, called the registrar of
nurses and practical nurses, who shall have been a
registered nurse for at least five years prior to his ap-
pointment, and who, subject to chapter thirty-one, shall
be appointed by the director of registration, with the
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67 approval of the board. Said registrar shall be under
68 the supervision of said secretary, shall have charge of
69 the re-registration of nurses and re-licensing of practical
70 nurses, and shall perform such other duties in connec-
-71 tion with the registration of nurses and licensing of
72 practical nurses as he may direct.
73 Section 15. Each member of the board shall receive
74 as compensation three hundred and sixty dollars a year
75 for the performance of his duties, and also his necessary
76 traveling expenses actually incurred in attending the
77 meetings of the board; provided, however, that the
78 compensation, traveling expenses and incidental ex-
-79 penses incurred by the board shall not in any year ex-
-80 ceed the receipts paid to the commonwealth for the
81 licensing and registration of nurses.

1 Section 2. Section 15A of said chapter 13, as most
2 recently amended by section 3 of chapter 350 of the
3 acts of 1953, is hereby further amended by striking out,
4 in lines 3 and 4, the words “and sections fifteen B,

fifteen C and fifteen D.”

1 Section 3. Sections fifteen B, fifteen C and fifteen D
2 of said chapter thirteen are hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out sections 80, 80A and
3 81 and inserting in place thereof the following sec-
-4 tions:
5 Section 80. In order to safeguard life and health, any
6 person practicing or offering to practice nursing for com-
-7 pensation shall be required to submit evidence that he
8 is qualified to practice nursing, and shall be registered
9 or licensed as provided in section seventy-four or

10 seventy-four A. No person shall practice or offer to
11 practice nursing, or use any title, sign, card, device or
12 abbreviation to indicate that he is practicing nursing,
13 without first complying with the provisions of section
14 seventy-four or seventy-four A, receiving from the
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15 board of registration in nursing a registration or license
16 as therein provided. Any violation of this section shall
17 be punished by a fine of not less than three hundred
18 dollars or more than five hundred dollars, or by im-
-19 prisonment for one year, or both.
20 Section 80A. A. The practice of nursing for the
21 purposes of this section is the performing of services
22 requiring technical skills and specific knowledge based
23 on the principles of scientific medicine, such as are
24 acquired by means of a prescribed course in an ap-
-25 proved school for nurses, and practiced in conjunction
26 with curative or preventive medicine as prescribed by
27 a licensed physician and the application of such nursing
28 procedures as will safeguard life and health; excluding
29 all those who have completed prescribed and recog-
-30 nized courses in other branches of the science of medi-
-31 cine.
32 B. A registered nurse within the meaning of this
33 section and sections seventy-four to eighty, inclusive,
34 is a person who has met all the legal requirements for
35 registration as a registered nurse in this common-
-36 wealth, and who for compensation or personal profit
37 engages in nursing as defined in this section.
38 C. A licensed practical nurse within the meaning of
39 this section and sections seventy-four to eighty, in-
-40 elusive, is a person who has met all the legal require-
-41 ments for licensure as a licensed practical nurse in this
42 commonwealth, and who for compensation or persona!
43 profit cares for selected convalescent, sub-acutely and
44 chronically ill patients, and assists the registered nurse
45 in a team relationship, especially in the care of those
46 more acutely ill. He will work only under the direct
47 orders of a registered physician or the supervision of a
48 registered nurse. Whoever, not being lawfully au-
-49 thorized to practice as a registered nurse within the
50 commonwealth, practices or attempts to practice as
51 a registered nurse, or uses the abbreviation R. N., or any
52 other words, letters or figures to indicate that the
53 person using the same is such a registered nurse, and
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whoever, not being lawfully authorized to practice as
a licensed practical nurse within the commonwealth,
practices or attempts to practice as a licensed practical
nurse, or uses the abbreviation L. P. N., or any other
words, letters or figures to indicate that the person
using same is such a licensed practical nurse, shall,
except as provided in section sixty-five, be punished by
a fine of not less than three hundred dollars or more
than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for one
year, or both. Whoever under a false or assumed name
becomes or attempts to become registered as a regis-
tered nurse, or practices or attempts to practice as a
registered nurse or as a licensed practical nurse, shall
be punished by a fine of not less than three hundred
or more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment
for one year, or both. A person practicing as a regis-
tered nurse or as a licensed practical nurse in violation
of any provision of this section shall recover no com-
pensation for his services.
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Section 81. Sections seventy-four to eighty A, in-
clusive, shall not be construed to affect or apply to or
prevent the care of the sick by friends of the family,
or as prohibiting the incidental care of the sick by
domestic servants, or persons primarily employed as
housekeepers, maids, companions, homemakers or nurse-
maids, provided they do not practice nursing within
the meaning of said sections, or as prohibiting nursing
assistance in the case of an emergency; nor shall it
be construed as prohibiting the practice of nursing by
students enrolled in approved schools of professional
nursing, or in approved schools for licensed practical
nurses, nor by graduates of such schools or courses,
pending the results of the first licensing examination
scheduled by the board following such graduation; nor
shall it be construed as prohibiting the practice of
nursing in connection with the practice of religious
tenets of any church, nuns or other adherents thereof
so long as they do not engage in the practice of nursing
within the meaning of said sections; nor shall it be
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93 construed as prohibiting the practice of nursing by
94 registered nurses, residents of other states, who visit
95 this commonwealth as companions or nurses for resi-
-96 dents of other states, temporarily sojourning here, not
97 to exceed six months in length, or of registered nurses
98 from other states called to attend cases in this common-
-99 wealth for a period not to exceed six months; nor to

100 prohibit the practice of nursing by any legally qualified
101 nurse of another state who is employed by the federal
102 government, or any bureau, division or agency thereof,
103 while in the discharge of his official duties; nor shall
104 it be construed as prohibiting the practice of nursing
105 in institutions licensed by the commonwealth and those
106 under the direct jurisdiction of the state, county or
107 federal government by persons who have been trained
108 by these hospitals and institutions to care for patients
109 in these hospitals and institutions under the super-
-110 vision of registered nurses; nor shall sections eighty
111 and eighty A be construed to affect or apply to the
112 practice of nursing in convalescent or nursing homes
113 as defined by section seventy-one of chapter one hun-
-114 dred and eleven.

1 Section 5. The members of the board of registration
2 in nursing in office immediately prior to the effective
3 date of this act, meeting the statutory requirements as
4 established by this act, shall continue to serve as mem-
-5 bers of the board of registration in nursing until the ex-
-6 piration date of their present terms. The governor, with
7 the advice and consent of the council, shall fill any va-
-8 cancies for unexpired terms to comply with the provi-
-9 sions of section one of this act.

1 Section 6. Notwithstanding any other provision of
2 this act, the board, beginning with the effective date of
3 this act, may for ninety days accept applications for
4 registration subject to a written qualifying examination
5 given by the board, and with an interview from any in-
-6 dividual who was graduated prior to nineteen hundred
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7 and forty-one from a school of nursing which was ap-
-8 proved at the time of his graduation by the authorized
9 authority for the approval of schools for nurses in the

10 commonwealth. Such applications shall be filed on
11 blanks furnished by the board and shall be signed and
12 sworn to by the applicant. An applicant furnishing satis-
-13 factory proof that he is of good moral character and that
14 he has been engaged in the active practice of nursing in
15 a competent manner in this commonwealth for three
16 years immediately preceding the effective date of this
17 act, and in addition, in the case of an alien, if he presents
18 a certificate of citizenship status required by section sev-
-19 enty-four B of chapter one hundred and twelve of the
20 General Laws, shall, upon payment of ten dollars, be
21 registered with a right to use the title “registered nurse,”
22 and to practice as such, subject to all rules and regula-
-23 tions which are provided for nurses registered with exam-
-24 ination. Any person registered under this section shall
25 renew his registration in the manner provided for the
26 renewal of registration in section seventy-four of chap-
-27 ter one hundred and twelve of the General Laws.

1 Section 7. Notwithstanding any other provisions of
2 this act, the board beginning with the effective date of
3 this act may for ninety days accept applications of prac-
-4 tical nurses for licensure with written qualifying exam-
-5 ination given by the board and interview as hereinafter
6 provided. Such application shall be filed on blanks fur-
-7 nished by the board and shall be signed and sworn to by
8 the applicant. An applicant who furnishes satisfactory
9 proof that he is twenty-three years of age, of good moral

10 character, and that he has been engaged in the active
11 practice of nursing in a competent manner in this com-
-12 monwealth for the three years immediately preceding
13 the effective date of this act, and in addition, in the case
14 of an alien, if he presents a certificate concerning citizen-
-15 ship status required by section seventy-four B of chapter
16 one hundred and twelve of the General Laws, shall upon
17 payment of ten dollars be licensed, with a right to use
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18 the title ‘‘licensed practical nurse,” and to practh
19 such, subject to all rules and regulations which are
20 vided for practical nurses licensed with examina
21 Any person licensed under this section may rene\
22 license in the manner provided for the renewal of lie*
23 in section seventy-four A of chapter one hundred
24 twelve of the General Laws.
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1 Section 8. The employees of the board of registr
2 tion in nursing serving therein upon the effective dat
3 of this act, who are subject to civil service laws shal
4 continue to serve for the board of registration in nurs
5 ing without impairment of their civil service or othei
6 rights, and such employees shall retain anjr step-r
7 increases from the minimum pay of their grade e;
8 during their service with said board, and for retire i

9 purposes their service with said board shall be dec
10 to be creditable service

rnd regulations of the boar
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1 Section 9. Rules
2 registration in nursir
3 the effective date of
4 after said effective di
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this act shall continue in
te unless and until suspende
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5 revoked, and all registrations or licenses issued pri )r t
6 the effective date of this act shall continue in fore t
7 said effective date until the date of their expiration u
8 less suspended orrevoked as provided in section seve
9 four or seventy-four A of chapter one hundred

10 twelve of the General Laws.

ntv

r



If

9





)


