
By Mr. Allen of Auburn, petition of Frank H. Allen and Paul H.
Benoit for adoption of resolutions by the General Court congratulating
the town of Charlton on its two hundredth anniversary. Constitutional
Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

Resolutions congratulating the town of charlton
ON ITS TWO HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY.

Whereas, On October seventh, eighth and ninth, nineteen
hundred and fifty-five, the town of Charlton, Massachu-
setts, will celebrate the two hundredth anniversary of the
following historical event; and

Whereas, On Friday, the tenth day of January, seventeen
hundred and fifty-five, the governor and general court of
the province of Massachusetts Bay did “freely, fully and
absolutely grant, ratify and confirm” an act setting off the
inhabitants of the westerly part of Oxford from a line one
mile west of the village line, but not including the “coun-
try gore” and establishing the territory as the District of
Charlton. The country gore area was incorporated into the
district in June, seventeen hundred and fifty-seven; and

Whereas, Charlton is still governed by the town meeting.
The earliest settlers established this form of government
and from the beginning, made careful provision for religious
training and school instruction for the children. Charlton’s
voters have been interested in state affairs, a goodly num-
ber of citizens have been sent to the general court; and

Whereas, Records show the names of nearly three hun-
dred Revolutionary soldiers, including Minute Men who
answered the call to arms. The number of men serving in
the War of 1812 is not known, however there were some. In
the Civil War, two hundred and thirteen citizens served
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their country. In the Spanish American War three are
known to have served. Seventy-two served in World War I
and two hundred and eighty-eight entered service in World
War 11. Many have served in the Korean conflict. The
town gives particular honor to those who made the su-
preme sacrifice in all wars, also the permanently disabled;
and

Whereas, Charlton has produced many worthy sons and
daughters. It claims especially fame and universal grati-
tude for having given to the world the discoverer of surgical
anaesthesia (ether), Dr. William Thomas Green Morton.
The name of Dr. Morton should be upon the lips and in the
grateful prayers of people in every civilized nation; and

Whereas, Charlton has long been known as a lumbering,
agricultural and manufacturing town. The town’s scenic
beauty, rolling hills and many ponds are its principle at-
tractions ; therefore be it

Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts offers
its congratulatons and best wishes for continued success of
the town of Charlton; and be it further

Resolved, That an engrossed copy of these resolutions be
sent forthwith by the secretary of the commonwealth to the
town of Charlton to be preserved among the archives.


