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By Mr. Bradley of Somerville, petition of G. Edward Bradley that
state contracts for the purchase of meat and meat products be given only
to establishments paying the prevailing wage rates based on a forty-hour
week. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act providing for the purchase by the common-
wealth OF MEAT AND MEAT PRODUCTS ONLY FROM INDUS-

TRIES BASED ON PREVAILING WAGE RATES AND WORKING

HOURS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 22 of chapter 7of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after clause (17) the following
3 clause:
4 (18) Contracts or orders for meats and meat products
5 shall be given to such establishments only as pay the
6 prevailing rate of wages, based on a working day of
7 eight hours, with not more than forty hours in any one
8 week. The prevailing rate of wages shall be determined
9 by the commissioner of labor and industries as herein pro-

-10 vided. Said prevailing rates shall be based on wage
11 rates and working hours that have been established in
12 the meat and meat products industry by collective agree-
-13 ment or understanding between organized labor and
14 employees. At least once in six months said commis-
-15 sioner shall prepare and furnish for the use of said
16 commission, or other awarding officials, a list of the
17 several classifications usually performed by the employees
18 in the meat and meat products industry together with
19 the prevailing rate of wages and working hours.
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20 Every contractor, subcontractor or other employer,
21 engaged in any work to which this section applies shall
22 keep a true and accurate record of all employees, show-
-23 ing the name, address and occupational classification of
24 each employee, and the hours worked by, and the wages
25 paid to, each such employee, and shall furnish to said
26 commissioner upon his request a true statement of the
27 contents of such record. Such records shall be kept in
28 such manner as said commissioner shall prescribe, and
29 shall be open to inspection by any authorized repre-
-30 sentative of said commission or of the department of
31 labor and industries at any reasonable time and as often
32 as may be necessary.
33 Whoever, for himself or as an agent, superintendent
34 or foreman for another, violates any provision of this
35 section shall be punished for a first offense by a fine of
36 not less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred
37 dollars, and for a subsequent offense by a fine of not
38 less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars, or by
39 imprisonment for not more than three months, or both.
40 Whoever shall have been convicted of a second violation
41 of any provision of this section shall be prohibited from
42 contracting, directly or indirectly, with the common-
-43 wealth for, or from performing, any work covered by
44 this section as contractor or subcontractor for a period
45 of two years from the date of said conviction.
46 Bonds, satisfactory to said commission, or other award-
-47 ing official, may be required to be given by the party to
48 whom any contract is awarded, to secure its faithful
49 performance.


