
House of Representatives, July 14, 1955.

The special committee on the Reorganization of the Cor-
rectional System, to whom was referred the message from
His Excellency the Governor submitting recommendations
relative to reorganizing the correctional system of the Com-
monwealth (Senate, No. 750), report (in part) the accom-
panying bill (House, No. 3033).

For the committee,

JOHN W. COSTELLO.

Representatives Gibbons of Stoneham and Tyler of
Watertown dissenting.

HOUSE No. 3033

Cl)t Commontoealtb of ogassacbusictts



9. HOUSE No. 3033. 24

'I

*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relative to the appointment, qualifications
AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMISSIONER AND DEPUTY
COMMISSIONERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make its provisions
3 effective forthwith, therefore it is hereby declared to be
4 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-
-5 tion of the public peace, health, safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 27 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1, as most recently
3 amended by section 41 of chapter 591 of the acts of 1946,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 1. There shall be a department of correction,
6 under the supervision and control of a commissioner of
7 correction. The commissioner shall be the executive and
8 administrative head of the department, and all officers
9 and employees of the department and all correctional

10 institutions of the commonwealth shall be under his
11 supervision and control.
12 The commissioner of correction shall receive such
13 salary not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars per annum
14 as the governor and council shall determine. Upon the
15 expiration of the term of office of a commissioner, or upon
16 a vacancy in said office, the governor, with the advice
17 and consent of the council, shall appoint a commissioner
18 for a term of three years; provided, that the commis-
-19 sioner so appointed shall be selected by the governor
20 from a list of three persons to be submitted by a panel
21 consisting of the president of the Massachusetts bar
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22 association, the president of the United Prison Associa-
-23 tion of Massachusetts, the president of the Massachu-
-24 setts police chiefs association, the president of the
25 Massachusetts high sheriffs’ association, and a dean of
26 a Massachusetts law school to he designated by the
27 governor. Any person appointed to said office shall, at
28 the time of his appointment, have had at least five years
29 of prior adult correctional administrative experience and
30 have an established record of high character, qualities of
31 leadership and an educational background equivalent at
32 least to a college education.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 27 is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 2, as most recently amended by
3 section 22 of chapter 596 of the acts of 1941, and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 2. The commissioner shall, with the approval
6 of the governor and council, appoint and may, with like
7 approval, remove a deputy commissioner for institutional
8 services, a deputy commissioner for classification and
9 treatment, and a deputy commissioner for personnel and

10 training, each of whom shall receive such salary not ex-
-11 ceeding ten thousand dollars per annum as the governor
12 and council shall determine. All such deputy commis-
-13 sioners shall possess qualifications of character and
14 ability similar to those required of the commissioner,
15 and shall have had training and experience in work gen-
-16 erally similar to or otherwise suitably preparing them for
17 the work of their respective offices. Said deputy com-
-18 missioners shall not be subject to the provision of
19 chapter thirty of the General Laws.
20 Subject to appropriation and to all applicable require-
-21 ments of chapter thirty or chapter thirty-one, the com-
-22 missioner shall appoint and may remove such other
23 officers and such employees as the work of the depart-
-24 ment shall require; and from time to time he may, sub-
-25 ject to appropriation, employ such consultants as he
26 may deem necessary.
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