
SENATE .... No. 202

«

#

To accompany the petition of the South Shore Fishermen’s Assn., by
Frank Moore, president, for legislation regulating the sale, transporta-
tion and possession of lobster meat and crab meat. Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five

An Act regulating the sale, transportation and pos-
session OF LOBSTER MEAT AND CRAB MEAT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows:
1 Chapter 130 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 46 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section;
4 Section 4.6. A person shall not remove lobster meat
5 or crab meat from the shell; nor shall any person buy,
6 sell, expose for sale, give away, deliver, transport, ship,
7 carry or have in his possession any lobster meat or crab
8 meat after the same has been taken from the shell, except
9 as hereinafter provided. Any lobster meat or crab meat

10 unlawfully removed from the shell, sold, given away,
11 shipped, bought, transported or possessed shall be liable
12 to seizure and may be confiscated.
13 The foregoing shall not apply to such lobster meat or
14 crab meat in the possession of a common carrier for
15 transportation and which is marked as provided in sec-
-16 tion forty-seven or of which it has no notice; nor to
17 lobster meat or crab meat in hermetically sealed heat
18 processed luncheon pack tins; nor to such meat removed
19 from the shell of legal sized lobsters on the premises
20 where it is to be eaten.
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21 The director is authorized to issue a lobster-crab meat
22 permit, which shall entitle the holder to remove lobster
23 meat from the shell of legal sized lobsters, or crab meat,
24 at his regular place of business and to sell, deliver, trans-
-25 port, ship or have in his possession such meat, under
26 such conditions and regulations as the director may
27 prescribe and if the premises where such meat is so
28 removed or sold are at all reasonable times open to the
29 inspection of the director of marine fisheries, the director
30 of law enforcement and all officers appointed by the
31 director of law enforcement.
32 A person holding a lobster-crab meat permit may re-
-33 ceive lobster or crab meat from other states and countries,
34 for the purpose of immediate processing and hermetically
35 sealing in metal or glass containers for resale as processed
36 stews, newburgs or chowders in the retail trade. Lobster
37 or crab meat received from other states or countries
38 shall not be resold unless processed as above. The pur-
-39 chaser of such meat shall file a monthly statement of
40 such shipments received with the director of law en-
-41 forcement on forms furnished by him, and the shipping
42 containers cannot be opened until immediately prior to
43 processing of the meat.
44 A person shall not buy, sell, expose for sale, give
45 away, deliver, transport, ship, carry or have in his pos-
-46 session any tail section of lobster meat that is not whole
47 and intact as removed from the shell or which measures
48 less than four and five sixteenths inches nor more than
49 six and five-eighths inches in length when laid out
50 straight and measured from end to end, not including
51 the small part that is on the body end of said tail section.
52 No permit shall be required for the resale of lobster
53 meat or crab meat so long as it remains in the original
54 unbroken package; provided, that such meat is packaged
55 in this commonwealth and such package is clearly labeled
56 with the name of the permittee together with the words
57 “lobster meat removed under permit No. ”, fol-
-58 lowed by the number of the permit under which said
59 lobster meat was removed. Lobster-crab meat permits
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60 may be granted upon written application to the director
61 and the payment of a fee of ten dollars, shall expire on
62 December thirty-first next succeeding the date of issue
63 and may be revoked by the director for the violation by
64 the holder thereof of any provision of this chapter. No
65 rule or regulation as to sanitary conditions made by the
66 director under authority of this section shall be effective
67 until approved by the department of public health.
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