
SENATE 292

To accompany the petition of Charles J. Innes for legislation relative
to the coverage of motor vehicles and trailers under compulsory motor
vehicle liability policies or bonds in case of death of the owners of such
vehicles. Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relative to the coverage of motor vehicles
AND TRAILERS UNDER COMPULSORY MOTOR VEHICLE LIA-

BILITY POLICIES OR BONDS IN CASE OF DEATH OF THE
OWNERS OF SUCH VEHICLES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
2 to defeat its purpose, which is to provide coverage forth-
-3 with for certain motor vehicles in case of the death of the
4 owner thereof, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
5 emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-
-6 tion of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. Provision (6) of section 113 A of chapter
2 175 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section 1 of chapter 693 of the acts of 1949, is hereby
4 further amended by striking out, in line 8, the words
5 “within the policy period”, so as to read as follows:
6 (6) That if, because of the insolvency or bankruptcy
7 of the insured under the policy, he loses his right to pos-
-8 session of the motor vehicle or trailer covered thereby
9 within the policy period, the policy shall cover the legal

10 representative of his estate during the unexpired portion
11 of such period to the same extent as though such repre-
-12 sentative were named as insured in the policy; and that
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13 in the case of the death of the insured, provided the
14 motor vehicle is properly registered, the policy, unless
15 cancelled, shall, pending the appointment of a legal repre-

-16 sentative of the estate of the deceased insured, but in no
17 event beyond the date of expiration of the policy, cover
18 any person who is related by blood or marriage to the
19 deceased and has proper temporary custody of such
20 motor vehicle or trailer, to the same extent as though
21 he were named as the insured in the policy; and that,
22 if such legal representative is appointed, the policy shall,
23 subject to the above conditions and restrictions, cover
24 such legal representative to the same extent as though
25 he were named as the insured in the policy. Nothing
26 herein contained shall operate to nullify any cancellation
27 proceedings which have been commenced prior to the
28 death of the insured.

1 Section 2. This act shall apply to all causes of action
2 of tort arising out of the operation of motor vehicles on
3 the ways of the commonwealth which have not been
4 prosecuted to final judgment or discharge.


