
SENATE .... No. 313
To accompany the petition of Rita Reardon for legislation to further

define the powers of the administrative committee of the district courts.
The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five

An Act further defining the powers of the admin-
istrative COMMITTEE OF THE DISTRICT COURTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as folloivs:

1 Section 43A of chapter 218 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting at the end of the second
3 paragraph thereof the following: - and for noncompli-
-4 ance of any such order, the court may punish as for
5 contempt, —so as to read as follows: Section J+3A.
6 There shall be an administrative committee of the dis-
-7 trict courts, other than the municipal court of the city
8 of Boston, which shall consist of five justices of such dis-
-9 trict courts, appointed by the chief justice of the su-

-10 preme judicial court, each for a period not exceeding
11 two years as said chief justice may determine. Any
12 such justice may be reappointed. The committee shall
13 be authorized to visit any district court, other than the
14 municipal court of the city of Boston, or any trial jus-
-15 tice, as a committee or by subcommittee, to require
16 uniform practices, to prescribe forms of blanks and rec-
-17 ords, and to superintend the keeping of records by clerks
18 and by trial justices. The committee shall have general
19 superintendence of all the district courts, other than the
20 municipal court of the city of Boston, and their clerks
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21 and other officers: but, except as otherwise provided
22 by law, shall have no power to appoint any such officers.
23 The committee may regulate the assignment of special
24 justices in such district courts, determine the number
25 of simultaneous sessions which may be held by any
26 such district court, the sittings of special justices, and,
27 subject to the provisions of section fifteen, shall deter-
-28 mine the times for holding criminal and civil sessions.
29 Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the
30 committee shall require records to be kept which shall
31 be available to the general court and which shall show
32 the hours of opening and adjourning of court and any
33 simultaneous session thereof on each day, the names of
34 the justices and special justices holding court or a simul-
-35 taneous session thereof, and any other information
36 which may generally assist in the determination of the
37 nature and volume of, and the time required to com-
-38 plete, all work done by any of such district courts. The
39 committee shall have power to prohibit the practice of
40 motor vehicle tort cases, so called, by the justices of
41 the district courts, other than the municipal court of
42 the city of Boston.
43 In the case of the refusal or failure of any justice or
44 special justice, clerk or officer of any district court,
45 other than the municipal court of the city of Boston,
46 to comply with any order of the conunittee in perform-
-47 ance of its duties and powers by this section established,
48 the committee shall report such person or persons to
49 the chief justice of the supreme judicial court with a
50 statement of such noncompliance, and, upon a finding,
51 made after a hearing by said chief justice or any justice
52 of the supreme judicial court to whom said chief jus-
-53 tice may refer the matter, that such person has not com-
-54 plied with such order of the committee, the supreme
55 judicial court shall forthwith make an appropriate order
56 as to the matter involved, and, for noncompliance of
57 any such order, the court may punish as for contempt.
58 The members of the committee shall be allowed their
59 necessary expenses, including clerical expenses, incurred
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60 in the performance of their duties, subject to the ap-
-61 proval of the governor and council, and shall receive
62 such compensation for their services actually performed
63 in the work of such committee as the governor and coun-
-64 cil shall approve, to be paid from the state treasury.
65 To promote co-ordination in the work of the courts,
66 the administrative committee may call a conference of
67 any or all of the justices of the district courts, including
68 the municipal court of the city of Boston, or other offi-
-69 cers connected with such courts, and the traveling ex-
-70 penses of such justices or officers for attending any
71 such conferences shall be paid as the other expenses of
72 their respective courts are paid.




