
SENATE . . . . No. 510
To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Fed

eration, Inc., by Carleton I. Pickett, legislative agent, for legislation to 
establish a new State soil conservation committee. State Administra
tion.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.
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COMMITTEE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purposes, which is to provide for the
3 immediate reorganization of the State Soil Conserva-
4 tion Committee, therefore it is hereby declared to be
5 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate pre-
6 servation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows:

1 Chapter 128B, section 3, of the General Laws, is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 3 and inserting
3 in place thereof the following section: —
4 Section 3. There is hereby established in the depart-
5 ment of agriculture under the control of the board of
6 agriculture a state soil conservation committee herein-
7 after in this chapter referred to as the committee, con-
8 sisting of the commissioner of agriculture, the director
9 of the extension service of the Massachusetts University

10 and the director of the Massachusetts agricultural ex-
11 periment station and four members to be appointed by
12 the governor, one from a list of two nominees to be
13 presented by the executive committee of the state



14 grange, one from a list of two nominees to be presented
15 by the executive committee of the Massachusetts farm
16 bureau federation, one to be chosen from among the
17 soil conservation district supervisors and one to be a
18 public member, but in no event shall any federal soil
19 conservation service employee serve as a member of
20 the committee.
21 Of the initial appointments made by the governor to
22 the committee, one member shall serve for a term of
23 one year, one for a term of two years, one for a term
24 of three years and one for a term of four years. Upon
25 the expiration of the term of office of a member of the
26 board, his successor shall be appointed by the governor
27 for four years.
28 Whfle acting as members of the committee, the
29 members of the advisory board of said department shall
30 each receive compensation of ten dollars for each day
31 of such service. The commissioner shall serve as chair-
32 man of the committee, and he or three other members
33 of said committee shall have power to call meetings on
34 not less than three days’ notice. A majority of the
35 committee shall constitute a quorum.
36 The members of the committee shall be allowed and
37 paid their traveling and other expenses actually in-
38 curred in the performance of their duties under this
39 chapter. The committee shall keep a record of its pro-
40 ceedings and may from time to time promulgate such
41 rules and regulations as may be required for the per-
42 formance of its duties. The committee may request
43 the aid of any department, board, commission, institu-
44 tion or other authority of the commonwealth by the as-
45 signment or detail to the committee of officers or em-
46 ployees of such authorities or in such other manner as
47 may prove most practicable within the limits of available
48 appropriations. The committee may employ assistants
49 and may delegate or assign to one or more of its mem-
50 bers or agents such of its powers and duties as it may
51 deem proper. It shall provide for the execution of



52 surety bonds for all officers and employees entrusted
53 with funds or property, and for an annual audit of
54 accounts of receipts and disbursements.
55 In addition to its powers and duties otherwise speci-
56 fied, said committee shall have the following powers
57 and duties: —
58 1. To encourage and assist educational work in soil
59 conservation through co-operation with the Massachu-
60 setts state college, trustees for county aid to agriculture
61 and the trustees of county agricultural schools;
62 2. To determine the advisability of establishing soil
63 conservation districts for which petitions have been field
64 in accordance with section four;
65 3. To take the necessary steps to organize such dis-
66 tricts when petitions for establishing them have been
67 approved;
68 4. To appoint district supervisors;
69 5. To allot money appropriated by the general court
70 for establishing and maintaining districts; and to make
71 contributions of such money to soil conservation dis-
72 tricts for general expense as the committee may deter-
73 mine necessary for the effective continuance of the soil
74 conservation program;
75 6. To terminate the existence of districts as herein-
76 after provided;
77 7. To secure the co-operation and assistance of de-
78 partments, boards, commissions and other authorities
79 of the commonwealth and of the United States in pro-
80 moting the organization and operation of such districts;
81 8. To disseminate information concerning the activ-
82 ities and programs of such districts and relative to the
83 efficient use of land.




