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Department of Natural Resources
15 Ashburton Place, Boston 8, November 2, 19.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter
30 of the General Laws, as amended, I herewith submit rec-
ommendations of the Commissioner of the Department of
Natural Resources for the year 1956, together with drafts
of bills embodying the legislation recommended. The bills
have been submitted to the Counsel to the House of Repre-
sentatives for advice and assistance as to the form thereof.

Sincerely yours,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,
Commissioner of Natural Resources.
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1. An Act providing for Development of State Parks
and State Forests of the Department of Natural
Resources.

This act will help to provide the needed additional facili-
ties to accommodate the increasing demands of the vacation-
ing and traveling public, to protect areas of great natural
beauty and of historical interest, to provide control entrances
and exits from the areas for the protection of the areas and
the more efficient supervision thereof, and to acquire certain
areas in furtherance of the responsibilities of the department.

2. An Act to create the Position of Hydraulic En-
gineer in the Department of Natural Resources.

This act will provide in the service of the department
and for assistance of the Water Resources Commission of
which the Commissioner of Natural Resources is the chair-
man an hydraulic engineer to supervise and report on the
utilization, the supply, the retention, the location, and the
development of the surface and ground waters of the com-
monwealth including lakes, ponds, rivers, brooks and reser-
voirs.

3. An Act to create a Chief of Planning in the De-
PARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCE

This act would permit by the proposed position an expert
co-ordinator of planning in the department to examine and
report to the Board, the Commissioner and the Directors
and Bureau Chiefs his findings on proposed development,
acquisition of areas, etc., and to co-operate with other state
agencies and municipal agencies in the use of natural re-
sources.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER.

4. An Act to create the Position op Deputy Commis-
sioner in the Department of Natural Resources.
This act would ailow the appointment of a deputy com-

missioner to assist the commissioner and, during the com-
ioner’s absence from the office, to take his place.
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5. An Act to define an Incinerator.
This act should halt the increasing number of forest fires

caused by the careless burning of trash which now number
half of all such fires.

6. An Act relative to Spark Arresters on Diesel
Locomotives.

The present law refers to locomotives which are operated
by wood or coal. There is no provision in the law for the
maintenance of spark arresters on Diesel locomotives which
imder certain conditions can create a serious forest fire
hazard. This recommendation is intended to apply the
same regulations to all types of locomotives.

7. An Act relative to Forest Fire Patrols.
This recommendation is made to clarify the law relative

to the duties of forest fire patrolmen during the period of
the year when no fire hazard exists in the woodlands.

8. An Act relative to the Taxation of Forest Land.

The present law relative to the classification and taxation
of forest land has been in effect for several years and it is
generally regarded as being impracticable and unworkable.
Therefore, a complete revision of this law is recommended.

9. Resolve in Favor of Berkshire County

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Co-operative For-
estry Project in Berkshire County was interrupted for several
months during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1955. This
resolve is intended to return to Berkshire County the pro-
portionate part of the county contribution as a result of
this interruption in the project.
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