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Department of Public Utilitie
State House, Boston 33, October 31, 1955

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chap-
ter 30 of the General Laws, as amended, copies of the rec-
ommendations for legislation to be contained in the annual
report of the Department of Public Utilities for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1955, are submitted herewith, together
with drafts of bills embodying the legislation recommended.
These drafts have been submitted to the Counsel of the
House as required by law'
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Chairman.
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Repeal of Photometric Requirements for Gas Supply.

Section 105 of chapter 164 of the General Laws requires
every gas company to maintain photometric apparatus when
required by the Department. This apparatus is used to
measure the quality of luminants in gas. Gas has, of course,
not been used for illuminating purposes in many years
except in a few occasional instances. The Department has
long since abandoned the practice of requiring this apparatus
to be maintained, and we therefore recommend the repeal
of this provision of the General Laws on the ground that it
is no longer pertinent or applicable.

Clarification of Procedure on Appeal.

Under section 5 of chapter 25 of the General Laws, as
amended by chapter 575 of the Acts of 1953, it is provided
that an appeal to the Supreme Judicial Court from an
order of the Department is commenced by the filing of a
claim of appeal with the Department and the court. Upon
the filing of such petition with the Department, the secre-
tary is required to certify the record before the Department
to the court.

Under this procedure as it has worked out in practice,
the secretary must certify and forward to the court the
original documents in the files of the Department, including
the record of the hearing before the Department as well as
all of the other papers in the matter. These papers are, of
course, impounded by the court and become a part of its
permanent records. This results in the Department being
forced to make copies of the papers, which are in some cases
very voluminous, for its own use and that of the Attorney
General in defending the action on appeal. It would seem
proper that the burden of furnishing copies of the Depart-
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ment records for the purpose of certification be placed upon
the appealing party. Legislation designed to this end is
attached hereto and recommended for enactment.

Appointment of Motor Vehicle Inspectors as Certi-
fied Weighers.

Under the tariffs on file generally applicable to motor
vehicle carriers, the charges to shippers, particularly in
dump truck commodities, depend on the weight of the load.
The inspectors of the Commercial Motor Vehicle Division,
therefore, very often find it necessary to ascertain the weight
of trucks on the road. In order to do so without calling
upon local weighers, and in order to be able to testify as
qualified experts in court, it is very desirable that they be
appointed as weighers and measurers under chapter 41 of
the General Laws, to the same end as is illustrated in the
case of registry officials in section 87A. Legislation designed
for this purpose is submitted herewith and recommended
for enactment.

I\

Continuation of Business of Common Carriers.
Under chapter 159 A of the General Laws there is no

provision for the continuation of business in the event of
the decease of an individual holder of a certificate. The
Department may grant a personal representative of the
decedent a sixty-day permit under section 5, but such per-
mit may not be renewed. The decedents’ estates are seldom
liquidated within sixty days, and it seems desirable to
provide for a longer period of interim operation in such
case. Legislation designed for this purpose is attached
hereto and recommended for adoption.
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