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Department of Public Works,
Office of the Commissioner,

100 Nashua Street, Boston 14, November 2, 1955

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chap-
ter 30 of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition), as
amended by chapter 67 of the Acts of 1948, I have the honor
to submit herewith such parts of the annual report of the
Department of Public Works as contain recommendations
or suggestions for legislative action, accompanied by drafts
of bills embodying the legislation recommended. These
drafts have been submitted to the Counsel for the House of
Representatives for advice and assistance as to the form
thereof.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN A. VOLPE,

C6e Commontoealtl) of Q^assacbumts

Commissioner.
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The Department is recommending legislation this year for
the following purposes:

1. Authorizing Agents and Employees of the Depart-

ment of Public Works to enter upon Private
Property for the Purpose of making Surveys,
Soundings and Drillings.

It is frequently necessary for the engineers and repre-
sentatives of the Department to enter upon private prop-
erty for the purpose of making surveys in advance of high-
way layouts and for similar purposes. Every effort is always
made to contact the property owners and secure their per-
mission to make such entry, but this has resulted many
times in considerable delay and interference with our work.
Therefore, the proposed legislation is recommended in order
to expedite the making of preliminary surveys by the De-
partment engineers.

2. Authorizing the Department of Public Works to
take by Eminent Domain Certain Property in
Hanover owned by the Society for the Preser-
vation op New England Antiquities.

The Department desires to acquire for state highway
purposes, from the Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities, certain property in the town of Han-
over which cannot be taken by eminent domain proceedings
because of the restriction in the General Laws (section SA,
chapter 79) relative to the taking of property which is of
historical interest. The Society has no objection to the
legislation proposed by the Department for the acquisition
of certain properly it owns in Hanover.

3. Authorizing the Department of Public Works to
acquire the Fee in existing Public Ways.

Under section 7 of chapter 81 of the General Laws the
Department is authorized only to acquire land for state
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highway purposes “outside of the limits of an existing public
way.” This being so, there are many miles of state high-
way in which the Commonwealth only has an easement,
not the fee, due principally to the fact that many of the old
state highways were previously acquired by the counties,
which took only an easement when laying out the way.

It is the opinion of the Department that all the land
within the limits of state highways should be held in fee by
the Commonwealth, and therefore legislation isrecommended
to this end. Authority to acquire the fee in portions of
existing public ways would also have the effect of enabling
the Department to give clearer title to any land which it
may wish to abandon when no longer needed for highway
purposes.

4. Relative to Permissible Load Limits of Certain
Motor Vehicles using the Public Ways.

Chapter 736 of the Acts of 1955 amended section 19A of
chapter 90 and included a formula with a table for the
regulation of load limits of certain motor vehicles using
the public ways, this table being patterned generally along
the lines of the table of maximum weights to be carried on
any group of axles recommended by the American Associa-
tion of State Highway Officials. The wording of said chap-
ter 736 provides for maximum gross weight of vehicle, but
does not provide for the very important control over axle
grouping weights, and this legislation is recommended to
regulate the load carried by any group of axles.

5. Further providing for the Establishment of a
System of Tourist Routes throughout the Com-
monwealth.

Chapter 110 of the Resolves of 1955 provides for the
establishment of a system of tourist routes throughout the
Commonwealth, which may, from time to time, be added to
or extended. No provision was included for the abandon-
ment or relocation of an established route or section of a
route.
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The attached legislation is recommended in order to pro-
vide as well for the alteration and discontinuance of tourist
routes or portions of routes from time to time at the dis-
cretion of the joint board.

6. Authorizing the Department of Public Works to
fix the Draw of the Weymouth Landing Draw-
bridge.

Under the provisions of chapter 690 of the Acts of 1945
the Department acquired among others the Weymouth Land-
ing drawbridge over the Monatiquot River on Route 3 in
Braintree, which bridge has a double leaf rolling lift draw
that is hand operated. Each opening requires the services
of ten to twelve men at a total cost of $75. There have
been no openings of the draw since 1952 and there were only
three openings that year.

The Department is submitting legislation authorizing it to
fix the span of this bridge and to eliminate it as a draw-
bridge, subject, of course, to the necessary approval of the
United States Army Engineers.

7. Providing that a Certain Highway in the Town op
Provincetown shall be maintained by the Town
of Provincetown.

Chapter 230 of the Acts of 1917 provided that the high-
way in the town of Provincetown, beginning at the railway
crossing on Conwell Street and running thence to Bradford
Street a distance of about 500 feet, thence on Bradford
Street to Allerton Street a distance of about 4,700 feet,
thence on Allerton Street to the existing State Highway a
distance of about 325 feet, shall hereafter be maintained by
the Massachusetts 11ighway Commission in substantially the
same manner and condition in which it is now maintained
by the town.

This section of highway has not been laid out as State
Highway, and legislation is now recommended which would
authorize the town of Provincetown to maintain it.


