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By Messrs. Turner of Lee and Reuther of Williamstown, petition of
Warren A. Turner and Richard A. Reuther for legislation to increase the
amount of state expenditures in the prevention of forest fires. Con-
servation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six

An Act relative to certain expenditures in the

PREVENTION Of FOREST FIRES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, arid by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 11 of chapter 40 of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amended by section 2 of chapter 535 of the acts
3 of 1953, is hereby further amended by striking out, in
4 line 14, the words “two hundred and fifty” and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the words: five hundred, by
6 striking out, in line 15, the word “five” and inserting in
7 place thereof the word: ten, and by striking out, in
8 line 22, the word “fifty” and inserting in place thereof
9 the words: one hundred, so as to read as follows;

10 Section 11. A town may appropriate money for the pre-
-11 vention of forest fires to an amount not exceeding one
12 tenth of one per cent of its valuation. Every such town
13 with a valuation of one million seven hundred and fifty
14 thousand dollars or less which appropriates and expends
15 money, with the approval of the director of the division
16 of forestry in the department of conservation, for appa-
-17 ratus to be used in preventing or extinguishing forest
18 fires, or for making protective belts or zones and build-
-19 ing or maintaining water holes or cisterns for fire protec-
-20 tion purposes as a defence against forest fires, shall, upon
21 the recommendation of said director, approved by the

Cfje Commontuealt!) of Massachusetts



9 [Jan. 1956.HOUSE No. 469.

22 governor, receive from the commonwealth a sum equal
23 to one half of the said expenditure; but no town shall
24 receive more than five hundred dollars. A sum not ex-
-25 ceeding ten thousand dollars may annually be expended
26 by the commonwealth for this purpose. Whenever it has
27 been demonstrated to the satisfaction of said director
28 that such equipment has been destroyed or has become
29 unfit for use, the town shall be reimbursed by the com-
-30 monwealth one half the cost of replacing the same; pro-
-31 vided, that the amount paid to any one town in any one
32 year shall not exceed one hundred dollars. All equipment
33 purchased under this section shall be in the custody and
34 care of the town forest warden. Said director or his depu-
-35 ties may inspect such equipment at such times as they
36 may deem necessary.


