
HOUSE 1142

By Mr. Patrone of Boston, petition of the Home Builders Association
of Greater Boston for legislation to amend the definition of “subdivi-
sion” in the subdivision control law. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act to amend the definition of “subdivision” in

THE SUBDIVISION CONTROL LAW.

1 Whereas, the deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to change the defi-
-3 nition of “subdivision” in the subdivision control law,
4 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law
5 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
6 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 81L of chapter 41 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the paragraph defining
3 “subdivision”, as inserted by section 7 of chapter 674
4 of the acts of 1953, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following paragraph;
6 “Subdivision” shall mean the division of a tract of
7 land into two or more lots in such manner as to require
8 provision for one or more new ways, not in existence
9 when the subdivision control law became effective in

10 the city or town in which such land lies, to furnish access
11 for vehicular traffic to one or more of such lots, and
12 shall include resubdivision, and, when appropriate to
13 the context, shall relate to the process of subdivision or
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14 the land or territory subdivided; provided, however,
15 that the division of a tract of land into two or more lots
16 shall not be deemed to constitute a subdivision within
17 the meaning of the subdivision control law, if, at the
18 time when it is made, every lot within the tract so di-
-19 vided has frontage on a way, public or otherwise, which
20 is a physical way on the ground providing access for
21 vehicular traffic to the lots on said way, which way is
22 shown on a map or plan used by the assessing or high-
-23 way department of the city or town if such city or town
24 has such map or plan or has frontage on a way shown on
25 a plan theretofore approved in accordance with the
26 subdivision control law, of at least such distance as is
27 then required by zoning or other ordinance or by-law,
28 if any, of said city or town for erection of a building
29 on such lot, and if no distance is so required, has such
30 frontage of at least twenty feet. Conveyances or other
31 instruments adding to, taking away from, or changing
32 the size and shape of, lots in such a manner as not to
33 leave any lot so affected without the frontage above
34 set forth, or the division of a tract of land on which two
35 or more buildings were standing when the subdivision
36 control law went into effect in the city or town in which
37 the land lies into separate lots on each of which one of
38 such buildings remains standing, shall also not be deemed
39 to constitute a subdivision.


