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transfer, reassignment, suspension, discharge, layoff, or aboli
tion of position not prohibited prior to said effective date. 

Approved November 9, 1979. 

Chap. 703. AN ACT PROHIBITING THE MASSACHUSETTS 
PORT AUTHORITY FROM IMPLEMENTING CER
TAIN RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
THE TOWING OR PUSHING OF CERTAIN AIR
CRAFT. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (g) , 
of section 3 of chapter 465 of the acts of 1956, or any other 
general or special law to the contrary, the Massachusetts Port 
Authority is hereby prohibited from adopting or enforcing any 
rule or regulation which would have the effect of requiring the 
towing or pushing of any aircraft for any part of a movement on 
the ground to or from a runway or taxiway in connection with a 
takeoff or landing, or which would have the effect of requiring 
the enplaning or deplaning of passengers at places other than 
fixed passenger terminal facilities. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

SECTION 2A. Upon the recision of Article V of the Logan 
Airport Noise Rules and Regulations, Eastern Airlines shall 
construct a suitable sound suppressing barrier for the purpose 
of providing airport noise abatement for the residents of Jef-
feries Point in the East Boston district of the City of Boston, 
and to beautify same. 

Approved November 9, 1979. 

Chap. 704. AN ACT REGULATING THE GENERATION, TRANS
PORTATION, STORAGE, TREATMENT AND DIS
POSAL OF HAZARDOUS WASTE. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to provide adequate safe
guards from the point of generation through handling, processing, 
and final disposition of certain hazardous wastes which threaten 
the public health and safety or animal health and the environment, 
and to establish a statewide program to provide for the safe 
management of hazardous wastes, therefore it is hereby declared 
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation 
of the public safety and convenience. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Sections fifty-two, fifty-seven, and fifty-eight of 
chapter twenty-one of the General Laws are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 2. The General Laws are hereby amended by insert
ing after chapter 21B the following chapter:-

CHAPTER 21C. 
MASSACHUSETTS HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT ACT. 
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Section 1. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as 
the "Massachusetts Hazardous Waste Management Act". 

Section 2. Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, 
when used in this chapter, the following words and phrases shall 
have the following meanings: 

"Collect", to gather at a place or places away from the premises 
of a licensee. 

"Commissioner", the commissioner of the department. 
"Department", the department of environmental quality engine

ering. 
"Disposal", the discharge, deposit, injection, dumping, spilling, 

leaking, incineration or placing of any hazardous waste into or 
on any land or water so that such hazardous waste or any 
constituent thereof may enter the environment or be emitted into 
the air or discharged into any waters, including ground waters. 

"Division", the division of hazardous waste within the depart
ment of environmental quality engineering. 

"Facility", a site or works for the storage, treatment, dewater-
ing, refining, incinerating, reclamation, stabilization, solidification, 
disposal or other processes where hazardous wastes can be 
stored, treated or disposed of; however, not including a municipal 
or industrial waste water treatment facility if permitted under 
section forty-three of chapter twenty-one. 

"Generator", a person who produces hazardous waste. 
"Hazardous waste", a waste, or combination of wastes, which 

because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical or 
infectious characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute 
to an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible, 
or incapacitating reversible illness or pose a substantial present 
or potential hazard to human health, safety or welfare or to the 
environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, used 
or disposed of, or otherwise managed, however not to include 
solid or dissolved material in domestic sewage, or solid or dis
solved materials in irrigation return flows or industrial discharges 
which are point sources subject to permits under section 402 of 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1967 as amended, or 
source, special nuclear, or byproduct material as defined by the 
Atomic Energy Acts of 1954. 

"Hazardous waste advisory committee", the committee established 
by section three of this chapter. 

"Hazardous waste licensee", a person licensed under this 
chapter to undertake the collection, transportation, storage, 
treatment, use or disposal of hazardous wastes. 

"Hazardous waste management", the systematic control of the 
collection, source separation, storage, transportation, processing, 
treatment, recovery and disposal of hazardous wastes. 

"Manifest", the department approved form used for identifying 
the quantity, composition, and the origin, routing and destination 
of hazardous waste from the point of generation to the point of 
disposal, treatment or storage. 

"Person", any agency or political subdivision of the federal 
government or the commonwealth, any state, public or private 
corporation or authority, individual, t rus t , firm, joint stock 
company, partnership, association, or other entity, and any 
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officer, employee or agent of said person, and any group of said 
persons. 

"Storage", the actual or intended containment of hazardous 
waste on a temporary basis or for a period not exceeding nine 
months or another period set by regulation or the department, in 
a manner which does not constitute disposal. 

"Transfer station", the intermediate point in the transport of 
hazardous wastes where such wastes are brought, stored and 
transferred to vehicles for movement to other intermediate points 
or to the point of ultimate storage, treatment or disposal. 

"Transport", the movement of hazardous wastes from the point 
of generation to any intermediate points or to the point of ultimate 
storage, treatment, recovery or disposal. 

"Treatment", any method, technique or process, including 
neutralization, incineration, stabilization or solidification, designed 
to change the physical, chemical or biological character or com
position of any hazardous waste so as to neutralize such waste 
or so as to render such waste less hazardous, non-hazardous, 
safer to transport, amenable to storage, or reduced in volume, 
except such method or technique as may be included as an 
integral part of a manufacturing process at the point of generation. 

"Underground drinking water source", an aquifer supplying 
drinking water for human consumption, an aquifer in which 
groundwater contains less than ten thousand parts per liter total 
dissolved solids, or an aquifer designated as such by the depart
ment or the municipality. 

"RCRA", the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
of 1976, Public Law 94-580. 

Section 3. There is hereby established within the department 
a hazardous waste advisory committee to provide consultation to 
the department concerning matters covered by this chapter. 
The committee shall review the development of standards, rules, 
and regulations for hazardous waste management, and shall 
supply recommendations concerning methods by which existing 
hazardous waste management practices and the laws regulating 
them may be supplemented and improved and their administration 
financed. 

The committee shall consist of at least nine members appointed 
by the governor, one of whom shall be a representative of the 
Massachusetts Municipal Association, one of whom shall be a 
representative of the Massachusetts Health Officers Association, 
one of whom shall be a representative of the Massachusetts 
Public Health Association, one of whom shall be a representative 
of the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions, 
one of whom shall be a representative of the Associated Indus
tries of Massachusetts, one of whom shall be a representative of 
the Massachusetts Mayors Association, one of whom shall be a 
representative from a regional planning agency, one of whom 
shall be a representative of the City Solicitors and Town Counsel's 
Association, and at least one of whom shall be a representative 
of the public knowledgeable in environmental affairs and shall 
have no financial interest in any of the recommendations or 
studies of the committee. Such financial interest shall include, 
but not be limited to, service as a consultant to any person 
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specializing in waste disposal, or as an attorney of a party with 
a direct financial interest in hazardous waste disposal. Any 
member shall be eligible for reappointment. In making initial 
appointments to said committee, the governor shall appoint two 
members for terms of one year, three members for terms of two 
fv?rrf \ t h r e e

f " l e m b e r s f o r terms of three years, and one member 
tor a term of four years. Upon the expiration of the term of 
any such member, his successor shall be appointed for a term of 
tour years. Persons appointed to fill vacancies shall serve for 
the unexpired term of said vacancy. 

o n l 5 i l ^ i \ - T v ! i e u d n P a u r t m e n t s h a 1 1 establish a division of hazard
ous waste which shall be administered by a director appointed by 
the commissioner and who shall serve at the pleasure of the 
commissioner The appointment of said director shall not be 
subject to the provisions of chapter thirty-one or section nine A 
of chapter thirty. The department shall adopt rules regulations 
procedures and standards as may be necessar? for the S e m e n - ' 
shaTh* t Z ^ T tUCh, ™ ^ ^ , procedures a n d s S r d s 
shall be developed by the department with input and review bv 
interested and affected persons and agencies as determined by 
the department including, but not limited to, the hazardous 
waste advisory committee, the department of public health and 
representatives of local health officials, and shall, where practic
able, be consistent with those promulgated under the RCRA 

The responsibilities of the department shall include the deve'loo-
ing and establishing of: (a) a list of hazardous wastes (b) 
criteria and standards for the identification of hazardous wastes-
(c) provisions for waiver by the department for any waste^which 
he department determines is insignificant as a potential hazard 

to public health, safety, welfare of the environment or the 
handling, treating storing, use, processing, or disposal of 
which is adequately regulated by another governmental agency 
consistent with regulations promulgated under RCRA; (d) standards 
and requirements for the treating, storing, transporting use 
and disposal of such hazardous waste; and (e) for the recovery 
of resources from such hazardous waste recovery 

The department shall take all action necessary or appropriate 
to secure for the commonwealth the benefits of RCRA cooperate 
and enter into agreements and contracts with federal agencies 
other states, interstate agencies, other agencies of the common
wealth or its political subdivisions, or private or n o n p r X 
organizations in matters related to this chapter and RCRA and 

S b T a ^ l a b T V n ^ d>!S P e n S e t 0 ' S U C h a 9 S n d e S - c \ f u n d s l may oe available for such matters 

toTahsesudreePth^enL?ha11 C °? d U C ^ P r o 9 r a m s o f P ^ l i c participation 
Dolfrv W i c/ f f ° r e u n d e r t a k i n 9 actions of programmatic and 
policy level significance, interested and potentially affected 
members of the public are afforded an opportunity to be heard 
regarding such actions. There shall be no less than six pubhc 

acUoTaX°Ugh0U\lh6-State' b e f o r e t h e i n i t i a l adoption oPf such actions or the promulgation of regulations 

e s t V b K s I f ^ T S h f a d 0 p t s t a n d a r d s and procedures and shall 
w *f a h a z a r d o u s waste licensing program of not 
less than one nor more than five hundred dollars, integrate with 
other laws pertaining to air, land and water resources all the 
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provisions of this chapter for the purposes of administration and 
enforcement, avoiding duplication or inconsistency to the maximum 
extent practicable. Such integration shall be effected only to 
the extent that it can be done in a manner consistent with the 
provisions of this chapter and other laws pertaining to air, land 
and water resources. Any disposal or facility permitted by a 
valid permit issued pursuant to section forty-three of chapter 
twenty-one shall not be subject to the provisions of this chapter. 

The department shall conduct a survey and prepare and publish 
a list of sites in the commonwealth where hazardous waste has 
been deposited or abandoned. 

The department shall establish a manifest system that conforms 
with the requirements of RCRA. 

The department shall be responsible for the supervision of the 
maintenance and operation of all facilities in order to ensure the 
public health, safety, welfare and the environment and shall 
coordinate research and development regarding methods of hazard
ous waste handling, storage, use, processing, and disposal and 
shall conduct appropriate studies relating to hazardous wastes. 

The department shall require that a licensee obtain and main
tain in effect a contract of liability insurance, a surety bond or 
other evidence of financial responsibility in favor of the common
wealth sufficient to assure financial responsibilities in the event 
of damages resulting from accidents or negligence. 

The department shall furnish a copy of each permit or license 
application for the collection, storage, treatment, or disposal of 
hazardous waste to the local board of health, which shall be 
responsible for notifying the local governing authorities of any 
municipality within whose territorial jurisdiction a hazardous 
waste facility or activity is or will be located. 

The department shall furnish, on an annual basis, to the local 
board of health, which shall be responsible for notifying the 
local governing authority of the municipality, information identify
ing the types and quantities of hazardous waste generated, 
stored, treated or disposed within the municipality unless exempted 
by the commissioner under the provision of section twelve. 

The department shall provide for appropriate surveillance of 
hazardous waste processing, use, handling, storage, and disposal 
practices in the state and shall determine existing and expected 
rates of production of hazardous waste. 

The department may: maintain a technical reference center on 
hazardous waste disposal recycling practices, and related informa
tion for public and private use; render technical assistance to 
state and local agencies in the planning and operation of hazard
ous waste programs; coordinate research and study in technical 
and managerial aspects of management and use of hazardous 
wastes, and recycling and recovery of resources from hazardous 
wastes; investigate market potential and the feasibility of use of 
hazardous wastes and recovery of resources from hazardous 
wastes; promote recycling and recovery of resources from hazard
ous wastes; conduct studies for the purpose of improving depart
mental operations; encourage the reduction or exchange, or 
both, of hazardous waste; and establish and maintain an information 
clearinghouse, which shall consist of a record of wastes which 
may be recyclable, and require every generator of hazardous 
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waste to supply the department with the information for the 
clearinghouse while assuring each generator that the information 
shall be made available in such a way that the trade secrets of 
the generator are protected. 

Section 5. No person shall collect, transport, store, dispose 
of, treat, use or transport hazardous waste in a manner which 
could endanger human health, safety or welfare, or the environment, 
or in a manner inconsistent with any provision of this chapter, 
or of any regulation standard, license, or order issued pursuant 
to this chapter. 

No person shall collect, transport, store, treat, use or dispose 
of hazardous waste unless that person is in possession of a valid 
license issued pursuant to this chapter and, when in possession 
of such waste shall have a valid manifest; provided, however, 
that the department, by regulation, may exempt from this prohi
bition the short term containment of hazardous waste on the 
premises of the person who generated said waste, for a period 
not exceeding nine months, or another period set by regulation 
of the department in a manner which does not constitute disposal. 

No person who generates or who otherwise comes into possession 
of hazardous waste shall transfer custody or possession of such 
waste to any person who does not have a valid hazardous waste 
license, and such generator must prepare a manifest precisely 
descriptive of the waste. 

No person shall violate, or allow or suffer any employee, agent 
or contractor to violate any provision of this chapter or any 
regulation, license, approval or order issued hereunder. 

No person shall act in the capacity of, or advertise as, or 
assume to act as a hazardous waste licensee unless such person 
is in possession of a valid hazardous waste license issued under 
this chapter. 

No person shall use a motor vehicle for the transportation of 
hazardous wastes on any way unless there has been issued for 
said vehicle a vehicle identification device, issued under the 
provisions of this chapter, and said device is attached to a cab 
card which is carried in the operators compartment of said 
vehicle where it is accessible to the operator of said vehicle. 

Section 6. The department shall establish such regulations 
concerning the collection, storage, treatment, use or disposal of 
hazardous wastes at the site of generation as it deems necessary 
to protect public health, safety and welfare and the environment, 
and to implement the provisions of this chapter and RCRA. 

Said regulations shall include requirements that generators 
maintain records and report to the division and to other agencies 
regarding the quantity and type of hazardous wastes which they 
have generated, stored, treated, disposed of or transferred to 
another person, and such other requirements as the division 
deems necessary. 

Section 7. The department may license persons to undertake 
the collection, transportation, treatment and disposal of hazard
ous waste. After a site has been assigned under the provisions 
of section one hundred and fifty A of chapter one hundred and 
eleven, a person shall apply to the department for a license to 
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construct and operate a facility upon such site. The application 
shall contain such information as the department shall require, 
including, but not limited to, detailed engineering plans, specifi
cations, operating and maintenance procedures, a description of 
the applicant's qualifications to manage and operate such a 
facility, a plan for the closure and post closure care of the 
facility and site, a financial statement, and a statement of the 
amounts and types of waste to be received at the facility. 

The department shall require a hydrogeological study of the 
site area if, in the opinion of the department, a potential exists 
for groundwater contamination. 

The department may issue a license subject to such terms, 
restrictions and requirements as it deems necessary to comply 
with this chapter, including a condition that the applicant shall 
remain responsible for the long term care of the site until the 
department certifies that any hazardous waste remaining on the 
site does not constitute a danger to public health, safety or 
welfare or a threat to the environment. 

The department shall not issue a license to persons to under
take the transport of hazardous waste unless the applicant has 
furnished a certification issued by the department of public 
utilities that said applicant has conformed to all of the require
ments of chapter one hundred and fifty-nine B. 

The department shall issue vehicle identification devices to any 
person licensed under this section. Such vehicle identification 
devices may be issued for a period not to exceed one year, shall 
not be transferred to any vehicle other than the one for which it 
has been issued, and shall not be issued unless the applicant 
therefor has paid an annual fee of two hundred dollars for each 
vehicle. 

The department shall consult with the department of public 
utilities with respect to the adoption, amendment, or repeal of 
such regulations relating to the transportation of hazardous 
waste. 

The department may deny, suspend or revoke a license at any 
time, if it determines that any of the terms or conditions thereof 
have been violated, that the holder of or applicant for the 
license has violated any provision of this chapter, of the RCRA, 
or of any regulation, standard, order, license or approval issued 
thereunder, or that the holder of, or applicant for, the license 
is not competent with respect to the licensed activity. Any 
person whose license is suspended, revoked or denied hereunder 
shall also be subject to such other penalties, sanctions or liabil
ities as may be provided by law. The department may on its 
own initiative, or upon request by a board of health, or upon 
request by a licensee, or municipal authority, modify a license 
where necessitated by a proposed change in the scope or method 
of the licensee's operation or by a change in applicable federal 
or state law or regulations or where necessitated by the receipt 
of evidence that the terms and conditions of such license are not 
providing the necessary protection of human health and the 
environment. 

The denial, suspension or revocation of a license for any class 
of hazardous waste or category of hazardous waste license may 
be grounds for the denial, suspension or revocation of a license 
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to that licensee for all other hazardous waste classes and license 
categories. Any person whose license renewal is denied or 
whose license is revoked for cause shall be barred from applying 
for any class or category of license issued under this section for 
a period of not more than five years . The term during which 
reapplication is barred shall be established as part of the deter
mination or decision of the department in the proceedings relative 
to the denial or revocation. 

Each license issued pursuant to this section shall be valid only 
for the person to whom it is issued and may not be transferred. 
All licenses shall be for a period not to exceed five years, 
unless a shorter term be specified therein by the division, or 
unless sooner revoked or suspended by the division. Every 
facility shall be inspected at least once a year. 

Before any license to dispose of hazardous wastes shall be 
granted, the applicant shall prepare a detailed set of maps of 
the disposal site and the surrounding area as determined by the 
department. The maps shall be drawn to a scale of one hundred 
feet to one inch and shall include but not be limited to the 
names and locations of all streams, creeks, above and below 
ground water systems, including all aquifers, and shall also 
include a detailed statement describing the quality and chemical 
analysis of the water in the area where the proposed site is to 
be located. 

No person shall establish, construct, or operate a facility for 
the landfill disposal of hazardous waste in a location overlying an 
actual, planned, or potential underground drinking water source 
as described on the groundwater maps of pertinent United States 
Geological Studies and the Massachusetts water resources com
mission . 

Section 8. Personnel or authorized agents of the department 
may at all reasonable times enter any premises, public or private, 
for the purpose of investigating, sampling or inspecting any 
records, condition, equipment, practice or property relating to 
activities subject to this chapter, and may at any time enter 
such premises for the purpose of protecting the public health or 
safety, or to prevent damage to the environment. For the 
purposes of such entries no warrant shall be required provided, 
however, that upon demand by the owner or person in control of 
such premises, a warrant authorizing such entry and inspection 
shall be sought after such demand. Any court, judge, or justice 
authorized to issue warrants in criminal cases may issue such 
warrants. 

Personnel of the department of public utilities appointed under 
section twelve F of chapter twenty-five shall have the authority 
to enforce the criminal, civil and administrative sanction provi
sions of this chapter and the regulations adopted thereunder as 
they relate to the transportation of hazardous waste and shall 
have the powers granted to them under section fourteen of 
chapter one hundred and fifty-nine B. 

Section 9. Whenever it appears that there is a violation of 
any provision of this chapter or any license, order, approval or 
regulation issued or adopted thereunder, the department may 
issue to a person causing or contributing, or likely to cause or 
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contribute, to such violation or potential violation an order 
requiring the production or analysis of samples and the produc
tion of records, or imposing such restraints on or requiring 
such action by said persons, as it deems necessary to abate or 
prevent such hazard or violation. The department also may 
issue such orders as it deems necessary to secure compliance 
with any license. Issuance of an order under this section shall 
not preclude, and shall not be deemed an election to forego, any 
action to recover damages, or, to seek civil penalties, criminal 
fines and penalties or injunctive relief. 

Section 10. Any violation of this chapter, or of any regulation, 
order, license, or approval made thereunder shall be presumed 
to constitute irreparable harm to the public health, welfare, 
safety and to the environment. Such presumption may be rebutted 
by the introduction of competent evidence. Any person who 
violates any provision of this chapter, or any regulation, order, 
license or approval issued or adopted thereunder: (a) shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than twenty-five thousand dollars, 
or by imprisonment for not more than five years, or both, for 
each such violation; or (b) shall be subject to a civil penalty not 
to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars for each such violation. 
Each day each such violation occurs or continues shall be a 
separate offense. 

The superior court shall have jurisdiction to enjoin violations 
of, or grant such additional relief as it deems necessary or 
appropriate to secure compliance with, the provisions of this 
chapter, or any order, license, approval or regulation issued or 
adopted thereunder upon the petition of the attorney general, 
commissioner, or a city or town. 

Section 11. Any person aggrieved by a determination by the 
department to issue, deny, modify, revoke or suspend any 
license or approval, or to issue an order, under the provisions 
of this chapter, may request an adjudicatory hearing before the 
department under the provisions of chapter thirty A. Any such 
determination shall contain a notice of this right to request a 
hearing and may specify a time limit, not to exceed twenty-one 
days, within which said person shall request said hearing. If 
no such request is timely made, the determination shall be deemed 
assented to. If a timely request is received, the department 
shall within a reasonable time act upon a request in accordance 
with the provisions of said chapter thirty A. 

If, in making a determination which under the provisions of 
the preceding paragraph may be the subject of an adjudicatory 
hearing, the department finds that an imminent threat to the 
public health or safety, or to the environment could result 
pending the conclusion of the adjudicatory hearing requested 
thereon, the department may order that the determination become 
provisionally effective and enforceable immediately upon issuance, 
and shall remain so notwithstanding and until the conclusion of 
any adjudicatory hearing procedures. 

A person aggrieved by a final decision in an adjudicatory 
hearing held under the provisions of this section may obtain 
judicial review thereof pursuant to the provisions of chapter 
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thirty A. 
Section 12. Notwithstanding the provisions of any law to the 

contrary, any information, record, or particular/part thereof, 
obtained by the department pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter, shall, upon request, be kept confidential and not 
considered to be public record when it is deemed by the commis
sioner that such information, record, or report relates to secret 
processes, methods of manufacture, or production or that such 
information, record, or report if made public would divulge a 
trade secret. This section shall not prevent disclosure of any 
information necessary for an enforcement action or to comply 
with RCRA. 

SECTION 3. Section seventeen A of chapter two hundred and 
seventy is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 4. There is hereby established a special commission 
to consist of three members of the senate, one of whom shall be 
a co-chairman, five members of the house of representatives, one 
of whom shall be a co-chairman, the commissioner of environmental 
quality engineering or his designee, the commissioner of environ
mental management or his designee, the commissioner of public 
health or his designee, the secretary of environmental affairs or 
his designee, the secretary of economic affairs or his designee, 
the secretary of public safety or his designee and five persons 
to be appointed by the governor, one of whom shall represent 
the local government bodies, one of whom shall represent local 
boards of health, one of whom shall represent local health officers, 
one of whom shall represent industry, and one of whom shall be 
a member of the general public, knowledgeable in environmental 
protection. 

Said commission shall: 
(a) investigate alternative procedures to be utilized by the 

authorities in granting local and state approval of sites for 
hazardous waste facilities; 

(b) investigate policies for creating a positive economic climate 
for the siting of hazardous waste disposal, transfer station and 
reclamation facilities; 

(c) investigate the development of guidelines and criteria for 
the siting of disposal, transfer station and reclamation facilities; 

(d) investigate the prohibition of siting hazardous waste 
landfills over aquifers, aquifer recharge zones, or groundwater 
flows supplying water to a municipality; 

(e) consider the transfer of the present power and duties of 
the bureau of solid waste disposal, established by sections 
eighteen to twenty-five, inclusive, of chapter sixteen of the 
General Laws to the department of environmental quality engine
ering; and 

(f) consider the prohibition of land disposal of hazardous 
waste when another reasonable alternative exists. 

Said commission shall report to the general court the results of 
its investigation and study, and its recommendations, together 
with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations 
into effect by filing the same with the clerk of the house of 
representatives on or before the last Wednesday of June, nineteen 
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h u n d r e d and e igh ty . 

SECTION 5. All o r d e r s , ru les and regula t ions , licenses and 
approvals duly i s sued , made or adopted p u r s u a n t to the au thor i ty 
of the laws repealed by sect ions one and th ree of this ac t , and 
which are in force p r io r to the effective date of this ac t , shall 
continue in force and effect and shall be enforceable until they 
expire or unti l s u s p e n d e d , r ev i sed , resc inded or otherwise 
modified in accordance with the provisions of section two of this 
ac t . The depar tment of environmental quality engineering is 
he reby author ized to repeal the regula t ions adopted by the 
former hazardous waste boa rd . 

SECTION 6. Any su i t , act ion, cause of action or other p roce 
edings lawfully commenced or a r i s ing pr ior to the effective date 
of this act shall not abate by reason of the passage of this act . 
Any such su i t , act ion, cause of action, or proceeding shall be 
completed and enforceable by the depar tment of environmental 
quali ty eng ineer ing . 

SECTION 7. Any person l icensed for the s torage or disposal 
of hazardous wastes unde r the au thor i ty of sections f if ty-seven 
and fif ty-eight of chapte r twenty-one of the General Laws in 
effect pr ior to the effective date of this act shall be deemed to 
be a fully approved facility and shall re ta in the r igh ts of such 
approval so long as the person who owns or operates said facility 
continues to be licensed u n d e r the hazardous waste licensing 
program adminis tered unde r th is ac t . Said approval shall term
inate in the event tha t said division revokes or refuses to renew 
said l icense. 

SECTION 8. All employees of the division of water pollution 
control whose dut ies a re t r a n s f e r r e d to the department of envi ron
mental quali ty engineer ing by th is act shall be t r ans fe r red to the 
depar tment without any loss or impairment of any r igh ts of said 
employees. 

SECTION 9. The depar tment of environmental management 
shall not exerc ise i ts eminent domain au thor i ty as authorized by 
section ninetee:, f chapte r s ixteen of the General Laws relat ive 
to the acquisit ion of s i tes for hazardous waste disposal before 
Janua ry f i r s t , n ineteen h u n d r e d and e igh ty-one . Said au thor i ty 
may be exercised at an earl ier date only if regula t ions , guidel ines , 
s t anda rds and cr i ter ia promulgated by the department of environ
mental quali ty engineer ing re la t ing to hazardous waste si t ing 
have been approved by the genera l cou r t . 

SECTION 10. Sections one and t h r ee of this act shall t ake 
effect on Janua ry f i r s t , n ineteen h u n d r e d and eighty. 

Approved November 9, 1979. 

C h a p . 705. AN ACT RELATING TO EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 
CAUSED BY SPILLS AND DISCHARGES OF OIL 
AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. 

Whereas, The defer red operat ion of this act would tend to 
defeat i ts p u r p o s e , which is to provide forthwith for the common-


