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safety or the environment, may enter upon any property, public 
or private, and may provide for the removal, neutralization, 
containment, treatment and disposal of such hazardous materials. 

SECTION 4. Section 4 of chapter 648 of the acts of 1968 is 
hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as amended 
by section 3 of chapter 827 of the acts of 1970, and inserting in 
place thereof the following sentence:- To meet the expenditures 
necessary for carrying out the provisions of sections one and 
two of this act, the director of the division is authorized to 
expend a sum not to exceed three hundred thousand dollars in 
any one fiscal year provided that any unexpended balance from 
fiscal year nineteen hundred and sixty-eight forward and any 
sums recovered to reimburse the commonwealth under clause (10) 
of section twenty-seven of chapter twenty-one of the General 
Laws may be carried over, and the division of water pollution 
control may expend such additional sums. 

SECTION 5. Section 5 of chapter 747 of the acts of 1970, 
added by chapter 466 of the acts of 1978, is hereby amended by 
striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:- To meet the expenditures necessary for 
carrying out the provisions of clause (14) of section twenty-seven 
of chapter twenty-one of the General Laws, the director of the 
division of water pollution control is authorized to expend a sum 
not to exceed three hundred thousand dollars in any one fiscal 
year and to meet the expenditures necessary for carrying out 
the provisions of section thirty-eight of chapter twenty-one of 
the General Laws; the director of the division of water pollution 
control is authorized to expend a sum not to exceed one million 
dollars in any one fiscal year. 

Approved November 9, 1979. 

Chap. 706. AN ACT RELATIVE TO WEIGHT LIMITATIONS 
FOR MOTOR VEHICLES HAULING REFUSE. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking 
out section 19A, as most recently amended by section 10 of 
chapter 494 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof 
the following section:-

Section 19A. Any provision of sections thirty and thirty A of 
chapter eighty-five to the contrary notwithstanding, a motor 
vehicle having two axles, which vehicle with its load weighs not 
more than forty-six thousand pounds, and a motor vehicle, 
trailer, semitrailer or semitrailer unit having three or more 
axles, which unit or vehicle with its load weighs not more than 
eighty thousand pounds, may travel on a public way without a 
permit as required by sections thirty and thirty A of chapter 
eighty-five; provided, that no such motor vehicle, trailer, 
semitrailer or semitrailer unit, the weight on any axle of which, 
measured at the ground, exceeds twenty-two thousand four 
hundred pounds, or, in the case of axles spaced less than six 
feet apart, eighteen thousand pounds, shall so travel without 
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such a permit; provided, further, that in any event such a 
motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or semitrailer unit may travel 
on a public way without such a permit if the overall gross weight 
on a group of two or more consecutive axles thereof does not 
exceed the gross weight produced by application of the following 
formula: 

LN 
W = 500 N-l + 12N + 36 

where W = overall gross weight on any group of two or more 
consecutive axles to the nearest 500 pounds, L = distance in feet 
between the extreme of any group of two or more consecutive 
axles, and N = number of axles in group under consideration 
except that two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a 
gross load of 34,000 pounds each providing the overall distance 
between the first and last axles of such consecutive sets of 
tandem axles is thirty-six feet or more: Provided, that such 
overall gross weight may not exceed eighty thousand pounds. 

Every operator of a motor vehicle operated on a way shall, 
upon request or direction of any officer authorized to enforce 
the provisions of this chapter, operate such motor vehicle with 
any trailer which may be attached thereto to and upon the 
nearest scales available to the commonwealth within a distance of 
not more than five miles and permit the weighing thereof together 
with its load. Whoever refuses to comply with the request or 
direction of such officer shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than three hundred nor more than five hundred dollars and the 
registrar may suspend such operator's license for not more than 
ninety days. Whenever such vehicle has been so weighed and is 
found to weigh in excess of the limits provided by this chapter, 
no person shall further operate it upon a way unless the gross 
weight shall have been reduced to comply with said limits by 
removal of the excess weight. 

No motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or semitrailer unit shall 
be operated, nor shall the owner or bailee thereof require or 
permit such operation, when the gross weight of such motor 
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or semitrailer unit exceeds either the 
weight provided by this chapter or that specified in any permit 
issued by the commissioner of public works under sections thirty 
and thirty A of chapter eighty-five, whichever is the greater, 
but in no event in excess of the gross weight for which such 
vehicle is registered; nor shall any person load or cause to be 
loaded such vehicle in excess of such weights. If the gross 
weight of any such motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or semi
trailer unit does not exceed one hundred and five per cent of 
the maximum gross weight provided by said permit, such motor 
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or semitrailer unit shall not be deemed 
to be operating in violation of the provisions of sections thirty 
and thirty A of chapter eighty-five; but if the gross vehicle 
weight of such motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or semitrailer 
unit does exceed the said one hundred and five per cent of the 
maximum gross weight provided by said permit, any penalty 
provided in this chapter shall be determined on the difference 
between the actual gross weight of such motor vehicle, trailer, 
semitrailer or semitrailer unit and the weight permitted by this 
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section or the weight permitted by the said permit for such 
motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or semitrailer unit, whichever 
is the greater, at the time of such violation. 

In the weighing of any motor vehicle or trailer or semitrailer 
unit under this chapter, portable scales may be used; provided, 
that such scales have been approved by the director of standards 
under section twenty-nine of chapter ninety-eight; and provided, 
further, that such scales shall be inspected at least once in each 
year by the director of standards or his inspectors. No officer 
authorized to enforce the provisions of this chapter shall detain 
for weighing on portable scales more than two motor vehicles, 
with or without trailers or semitrailers attached thereto, at any 
one place at any one time. 

In any prosecution for a violation of this section or of section 
nineteen or section thirty of chapter eighty-five, a signed cert
ificate on oath of any person appointed under section eighty-
seven A of chapter forty-one of the weight of any motor vehicle 
or trailer or semitrailer shall be admissible in evidence without 
further proof, and shall constitute prima facie evidence of the 
weight of the motor vehicle or trailer or semitrailer described in 
such certificate. The said certificate shall be in such form as 
the registrar shall prescribe and shall be signed and sworn to 
by a person appointed under said section eighty-seven A and 
present at the weighing of such motor vehicle or trailer or 
semitrailer, and the court shall take judicial notice of the sig
nature of such person and that he is so appointed. 

In any claim for bodily injuries or for damage to property 
arising out of such direction to a scale location or such weighing, 
any officer or employee of the commonwealth authorized to enforce 
the provisions of this chapter may file a written request with the 
attorney general that the attorney general defend him against an 
action for damages for bodily injuries, including death, or for 
damage to property arising out of such officer's enforcement of 
this section, and the provisions of section three B of chapter 
twelve shall apply to such action as if it had arisen out of the 
operation of a motor vehicle. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, nor 
any contrary provisions of section thirty of chapter eighty-five, 
a construction type motor vehicle or a motor vehicle designed 
and used for the hauling of refuse having two axles, which 
vehicle with its load weighs not more than twenty-three tons, or 
a motor vehicle carrying bulk feed, or a construction type 
semitrailer unit or motor vehicle having three axles, or a semi
trailer unit or motor vehicle having three axles while carrying 
liquid petroleum products, or a motor vehicle having three axles 
and designed and used for the hauling of refuse, which vehicle 
with its load weighs not more than thirty tons, may travel on a 
way while engaged in hauling construction materials or liquid 
petroleum products or bulk feed or refuse without a permit as 
required by said section thirty of said chapter eighty-five; 
provided, that the gross weight of such vehicle as operated does 
not exceed the gross vehicle weight rating as established by the 
original manufacturer of the chassis; and provided, further, that 
the vehicle is duly registered in this commonwealth for such 
weight. The operator of such a vehicle shall at all times comply 
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with the speed limitations as provided by section seven teen . 
Approved November 9, 1979. 

Chap . 707. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE APPOINTMENT OF 
CERTAIN MEMBERS OF HOUSING AUTHORITIES. 

Be it enac ted , e t c . , as follows: 

The sixth p a r a g r a p h of section 5 of chapter 121B of the General 
Laws is he reby amended by s t r ik ing out the f i rs t sen tence , as 
most recent ly amended by chap te r 426 of the acts of 1974, and 
inser t ing in place thereof the following sen tence : - In a c i ty , 
one of the four members of a housing author i ty appointed by the 
mayor shall be a r e s iden t of t ha t city and shall be a r ep resen ta t ive 
of organized labor who shall be appointed by the mayor from a 
list of not less than two or more than five names, r ep resen t ing 
different unions submitted by the Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO 
and the Internat ional Brotherhood of Teamsters , Chauffeurs , 
Warehousemen and Helpers of America of the city or of the 
d is t r ic t within which the city is included. 

Approved November 9, 1979. 

Chap . 708. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE DRAINING OF 
CERTAIN PUBLIC OUTDOOR INGROUND SWIMMING 
POOLS. 

Be it enacted , e t c . , as follows: 

Section 206 of chapte r 140 of the General Laws is he reby 
amended by s t r ik ing out the second p a r a g r a p h , as appear ing in 
section 1 of chap te r 253 of the ac ts of 1976, and inser t ing in 
place thereof the following p a r a g r a p h : -

Every outdoor inground swimming pool open to the publ ic , 
other than a public inground swimming pool fed by a spr ing or 
stream shall be dra ined or covered within seven days of closing. 

Approved November 9, 1979. 

Chap . 709. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS ON 
CERTAIN PROPOSED ALTERATIONS OF AIRCRAFT 
FLIGHT PATTERNS AT PROPERTIES CONTROLLED 
BY THE MASSACHUSETTS PORT AUTHORITY. 

Be it enac ted , e t c . , as follows: 

Chapter 465 of the ac t s of 1956 is he reby amended by inser t ing 
after section 3 the following sec t ion : -

Section 3A. The au tho r i t y , no less than th i r ty days pr ior to 
r eques t ing from the Federal Aviation Administration any significant 
al teration of flight p a t t e r n s a r r iv ing or depar t ing from any 
a i rpor t owned by the a u t h o r i t y , shall adver t i se in a newspaper 
or newspapers of general circulation in any city or town which 
would be affected by such a l tera t ion. 

If the au thor i ty r ece ives , within th i r ty days of said adve r t i s ing , 
a petit ion signed by no fewer than fifty persons who are r e s iden t s 


