
ACTS, 1979. - Chap. 712. 745 

WORCESTER COUNTY TO ADJUST THE BOOKS 
OF THE WORCESTER COUNTY HOSPITAL FOR 
MONEY STOLEN FROM SAID HOSPITAL. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

The county treasurer of Worcester county is hereby authorized 
to adjust the record books of the Worcester County Hospital to 
reflect the loss of three thousand one hundred seventy-six 
dollars and thirty-eight cents, which is the balance not recov
ered from a larceny which occurred at said hospital in the year 
nineteen hundred and seventy-three. 

Approved November 9, 1979. 

Chap. 712. AN ACT REQUIRING THE INSTALLATION OF 
SMOKE DETECTORS IN CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 148 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by inserting after section 26C the following three sections:-

Section 26D. As used in this section and sections twenty-six E 
and twenty-six F the following terms shall have the following 
meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise :-

"Approved smoke detector", shall be a smoke detector which 
may be activated by a battery power source or which may be 
activated by being permanently wired to a source of alternating 
current electric power or connected to a source of alternating 
current electric power by an underwriter's laboratory approved 
cord with a strain relief and plug retainer. 

"Common hallway", a common corridor or space separately 
enclosed which provides common access to the required exitways 
of the residential building or structure. 

"Separate sleeping area", shall mean the area or areas of the 
dwelling unit in which the bedrooms, or sleeping rooms, are 
located. Bedrooms, or sleeping rooms, separated by other use 
areas such as kitchens or living rooms, but not bathrooms, shall 
be considered as separate sleeping areas. 

Section 26E. In any city or town which accepts this section, 
buildings or structures occupied in whole or in part for residential 
purposes, and not regulated by sections twenty-six A, twenty-six B, 
or twenty-six C shall, within one year of the date of such acceptance, 
be equipped with approved smoke detectors. For buildings or 
structures occupied in whole or in part for residential purposes 
and containing a maximum of two dwelling units, one approved 
smoke detector shall be installed on each level of habitation and 
on the basement level. Such approved smoke detector shall be 
installed in the following manner: an approved smoke detector 
shall be installed on the ceiling of each stairway leading to the 
floor above, near the base of, but not within each stairway and 
an approved smoke detector shall be installed outside of each 
separate sleeping area. For buildings or structures occupied in 
whole or in part for residential purposes and containing not less 
than three nor more Lhan five dwelling Units , all approved Smoke 



746 ACTS, 1979. - Chap. 713. 

detector shall be installed in each dwelling unit outside each 
separate sleeping area and in all common hallways of said residen
tial building or structure. 

The head of the fire department shall enforce the provisions of 
this section. The provisions of section thirty shall not apply to 
this section. 

Section 26F. All buildings or structures occupied in whole or 
in part for residential purposes and not regulated by sections 
twenty-six A, twenty-six B or twenty-six C shall, upon the sale 
or transfer of such building or structure, be equipped by the 
seller with approved smoke detectors as provided in section 
twenty-six E. 

The head of the fire department shall enforce the provisions of 
this section. The provisions of section thirty shall not apply to 
this section. 

SECTION 2. Section twenty-six F of chapter one hundred and 
forty-eight of the General Laws, inserted by section one of this 
act, shall take effect on January first, nineteen hundred and 
eighty-two. 

Approved November 9, 1979. 

Chap. 713. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE TAXATION OF OPEN 
LAND USED FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by insert
ing after chapter 61A the following chapter:-

CHAPTER 61B. 
CLASSIFICATION AND TAXATION OF RECREATIONAL 

LAND. 

Section 1. Land not less than five acres in area shall be 
deemed to be recreational land if it is retained in substantially a 
natural, wild, or open condition or in a landscaped condition in 
such a manner as to allow to a significant extent the preservation 
of wildlife and other natural resources, including but not limited 
to, ground or surface water resources, clean air, vegetation, 
rare or endangered species, geologic features, high quality 
soils, and scenic resources. Land not less than five acres in 
area shall also be deemed to be recreational land which is devoted 
primarily to recreational use and which does not materially inter
fere with the environmental benefits which are derived from said 
land, and is available to the general public or to members of a 
non-profit organization including a corporation organized under 
chapter one hundred and eighty. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the term recreational use 
shall be limited to the following: hiking, camping, nature study 
and observation, boating, golfing, horseback riding, hunting, 
fishing, skiing, swimming, picnicking, private non-commercial 
flying, including hang gliding, archery and target shooting. 

Such recreational use shall not include horse racing, dog 
racing, or any sport normally undertaken in a stadium, gymnas-


