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By Mr. Graham of Boston, petition of Joseph P. Graham relative to
providing for biennial renewal of registrations of physicians. Public
Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act providing for the biennial renewal of the
REGISTRATION OF PHYSICIANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 4 the following section;
3 Section fA. Every physician registered under the pro-
-4 visions of this chapter shall, biennially, on or before his
5 birthday, provided, however, if the birthday of any such
6 physician shall occur within three months after his regis-
-7 tration such physician need not renew his registration
8 until the second birthday next following the birthday
9 aforesaid, pay to the board a renewal fee of ten dollars,

10 in default of which the board may, after a hearing, revoke
11 or suspend his license; but the payment of said fee at
12 or before the time of hearing, with such additional sum,
13 not exceeding five dollars, as may be fixed by the board,
14 shall remove the default, revocation or suspension. A
15 registered physician whose license has not been revoked,
16 but who shall have temporarily retired from practice or
17 removed from the commonwealth for not exceeding five
18 years, but who shall have notified the board of such re-
-19 tirement or removal, may register upon paying the
20 lapsed annual renewal fees and filing with the board his
21 affidavit as to the facts aforesaid. The period of regis-
-22 tration of any physician registered for the year nineteen
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23 hundred and fifty-six under the provisions of law in
24 effect immediately prior to the effective date of this act
25 shall be extended until the birthday of said physician
26 in nineteen hundred and fifty-seven without the pay-
-27 ment of any additional fee. For the purpose of this
28 section the birthday of a person born on February
29 twenty-ninth shall be deemed to be February twenty-
-30 eighth.
31 Every person registered by the board as a physician,
32 who is engaged in the practice of medicine within the
33 commonwealth, shall promptly notify the board in writ-
-34 ing of any change of his professional address. The board
35 shall publish biennially on every even calendar year a
36 complete list of the name of each registered physician,
37 the date of his registration, and his professional address.
38 A copy of such list shall be furnished to each registrant.
39 Any registered physician who practices medicine or
40 holds himself out as a practitioner of medicine, after
41 failing to re-register as provided in this section, or after
42 otherwise failing to comply with the provisions hereof
43 shall be punished by a fine of not less than five nor more
44 than one hundred dollars.


