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Chap. 743. AN ACT PROVIDING CERTAIN MEDICAL SERVICE 
COVERAGE FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES AND 
THEIR SURVIVORS. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section HOG of chapter 175 of the General Laws, 
inserted by section 1 of chapter 371 of the acts of 1976, is 
hereby amended by striking out, in line 1, the word "contributory", -
by striking out the second sentence, and by striking out the 
fourth sentence and inserting in place thereof the following two 
sentences:- The involuntary laid-off member, surviving spouse 
of a deceased member and dependents may elect to continue 
participation in such plan by giving at least thirty days written 
notice thereof to the employer or policyholder. Such member or 
surviving spouse or dependents, as the case may be, shall be 
responsible for the payment of the whole premium due for such 
coverage, including any and all amounts normally paid by the 
employer as employee's benefits, to the employer or policyholder 
throughout the extension period. 

SECTION 2. Section 8D of chapter 176A of the General Laws, 
inserted by section 2 of said chapter 371, is hereby amended by 
striking out, in line 1, the word "contributory",- by striking 
out the second sentence, and by striking out the fourth sentence 
and inserting in place thereof the following two sentences:- The 
involuntary laid-off member, surviving spouse of a deceased 
member and dependents may elect to continue participation in 
such plan by giving at least thirty days written notice thereof to 
the employer or policyholder. Such member or surviving spouse 
or dependents, as the case may be, shall be responsible for the 
payment of the whole premium due for such coverage, including 
any and all amounts normally paid by the employer as employee's 
benefits, to the employer or policyholder throughout the extension 
period. 

SECTION 3. Section 6A of chapter 176B of the General Laws, 
inserted by section 3 of said chapter 371, is hereby amended by 
striking out, in line 1, the word "contributory",- by striking 
out the second sentence, and by striking out the fourth sentence 
and inserting in place thereof the following two sentences:- The 
involuntary laid-off member, surviving spouse of a deceased 
member and dependents may elect to continue participation in 
such plan by giving at least thirty days written notice thereof to 
the employer or policyholder. Such member or surviving spouse 
or dependents, as the case may be, shall be responsible for the 
payment of the whole premium due for such coverage, including 
any and all amounts normally paid by the employer as employee's 
benefits, to the employer or policyholder throughout the extension 
period. 

Approved November 14, 1979. 

Chap. 744. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF A SMALL ESTATE IN WHICH AN EXECUTOR 
IS NAMED IN A WILL. 
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Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 
SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section 16 of chapter 195 

of the General Laws, as appearing in chapter 605 of the acts of 
1975, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 28 to 30, 
inclusive, the words "and (f) the names and addresses of sur
viving joint owners of property with the deceased, known to the 
affiant" and inserting in place thereof the words:- , (f) the 
names and addresses of surviving joint owners of property with 
the deceased, known to the affiant, and (g) the names and 
addresses known to the affiant of the persons who would take 
under the provisions of section three of chapter one hundred 
and ninety in the case of intestacy. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 195 is hereby further amended by 
inserting after section 16 the following section:-

Section 16A. If an inhabitant of the commonwealth dies leaving 
an estate consisting entirely of personal property the total value 
of which may include a motor vehicle of which the decedent was 
the owner, and other personal property not exceeding three 
thousand dollars in value, and he leaves a will naming a person 
to be executor, the named person, if of full age and legal capacity 
and an inhabitant of the commonwealth, may, after the expiration 
of thirty days from the death of the decedent, provided no 
petition for letters testamentary or letters of administration have 
been filed with the probate court of the county in which the 
decedent resided, file with said probate court upon a form 
prescribed by the court a statement, verified by oath, or affirma
tion containing: (a) the name and residential address of the 
affiant, (b) the name, residence and date of death of the deceased, 
(c) the relationship, if any, of the affiant to the deceased, (d) 
a schedule showing every asset of the estate known to the 
affiant and the estimated value of each such asset, (e) a statement 
that the affiant has undertaken to act as voluntary executor of 
the estate of the deceased and will administer the same according 
to law, and apply the proceeds thereof in conformity with this 
section, (f) the names and addresses of surviving joint owners 
of property with the deceased, known to the affiant, (g_) the 
names and addresses known to the affiant of the persons who 
would take under the provisions of section three of chapter one 
hundred and ninety in the case of intestacy, and (h) the names 
and addresses known to the affiant of the persons who would 
take under the provisions of the will. The original of the will 
shall be filed with the above statement. The oath required by 
this section shall not be governed by section one A of chapter 
two hundred and sixty-eight. 

Upon presentation of such statement, accompanied by a certificate 
of the death of the deceased by a public officer and payment of 
a fee of three dollars or such amount as may be specified in 
section forty of chapter two hundred and sixty-two, the register 
of probate shall docket these documents as a part of the permanent 
records of the court. Upon payment of a fee as prescribed in 
section forty of chapter two hundred and sixty-two, the register 
shall, if no other probate proceeding for administration of such 
estate is pending in said court, issue an attested copy of a 
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statement duly filed under this section. 
Upon the presentation of a copy of such a statement duly 

attested by the register of probate, the tender of a proper 
receipt in writing and the surrender of any policy, passbook, 
note, certificate or other evidentiary instrument, a voluntary 
executor may, as the legal representative of the deceased and 
his estate, receive payment of any debt or obligation in the 
nature of a debt, or delivery of any chattel or asset, scheduled 
in such statement. Payments and deliveries made under this 
section shall discharge the liability of the debtor, obligor or 
deliverer to all persons with respect to such debt, chattel, 
obligation or other asset unless, at the time of such payment or 
delivery, a written demand has been made upon said debtor, 
obligor or deliverer by a duly appointed executor or administrator. 

A voluntary executor may sell any chattel so received and 
negotiate or assign any chose in action to convert the same to 
cash in a reasonable amount. 

A voluntary executor shall, as far as possible out of the 
assets which come into his hands, first discharge the necessary 
expenses of the funeral and last sickness of the deceased and 
the necessary expenses of administration without fee for his 
services, and then pay the debts of the deceased in the order 
specified in section one of chapter one hundred and ninety-eight 
and any other debts of the estate, and then distribute the 
balance, if any, according to the terms of the will, and should 
that prove impossible, the balance to the surviving spouse, or if 
there is no surviving spouse, to the persons and in the proportions 
prescribed by clauses (1), (2) , (3), (4) and (5) of section 
three of chapter one hunBred and ninety. 

A voluntary executor shall be liable as an executor in his own 
wrong to all persons aggrieved by his administration of the 
estate, and, if letters testamentary or letters of administration 
are at any time granted, shall be liable as such an executor to 
the rightful executor or administrator. 

For the purpose of paragraph (6) of section one hundred and 
thirteen A of chapter one hundred and seventy-five and section 
two of chapter ninety, a voluntary executor shall be deemed to 
be the legal representative of the estate of the decedent until an 
executor or administrator is appointed. 

Approved November 14, 1979. 

Chap. 745. AN ACT RELATIVE TO DESIGNATIONS ON NOM
INATION PAPERS. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 6 of chapter 53 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out the last paragraph, as amended 
by section 3 of chapter 546 of the acts of 1977, and inserting in 
place thereof the following paragraph :-

No person may be nominated as an unenrolled candidate for 
any office to be filled at a state election, or a city or town 
election following a primary, if he has been enrolled as a member 
of a political party, as defined in section one of chapter fifty, 
during the ninety days prior to the last day for filing nomination 


