
HOUSE .... No. 2089
By Mr. Dolan of Ipswich, petition of John F. Dolan relative to regu-

lating the posting by cities and towns of orders prohibiting fishing, hunt-
ing and trapping within their respective boundaries. Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act to regulate and control the posting of cities
AND TOWNS RELATIVE TO PROHIBITING FISHING, HUNTING,
ETC., WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 131 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 100 the following section:
3 Section 100A. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of
4 any general law or any special law to the contrary, no
5 city or town in this commonwealth shall be considered
6 posted, or closed, to fishing, hunting, trapping, etc.,
7 within their respective municipal boundaries until the
8 provisions as set forth in the following paragraphs are
9 complied with by prior approval of the legislature.

10 ( b) If there is filed with the clerk of any city or town
11 a petition signed by three hundred registered voters in
12 the case of a city, by ten per cent of the registered voters
13 in the case of a town, requesting such action, said clerk
14 shall cause such petition to be presented to the city
15 council in the case of a city, to the board of selectmen
16 in the case of a town, and they, as the case may be, shall
17 cause to be submitted to the voters of such city or town,
18 at the next municipal election, the following question,
19 to be voted on by ballot, said question to be placed on
20 the official ballots in cities and in towns using official
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21 ballots at town elections for the election of city and
22 town officers: “Shall the operation of section one hun-
-23 dred A of chapter one hundred and thirty-one of the
24 General Laws, requiring the voters to determine the
25 posting, or closing, of the municipal boundaries of said
26 city (or town) to prohibit fishing, hunting, trapping,
27 etc., be in effect in this city (or town)?” If a majority
28 of votes cast in such city or town in answer to the ques-
-29 tion submitted is in the affirmative, said section one
30 hundred A shall thereafter apply in such city or town
31 unless or until a majority of the voters at some subse-
-32 quent city or town election, following the same provisions
33 as herein mentioned, vote in the negative; in such an
34 instance all previous enactments would be null and void.
35 (c) Upon the acceptance of the provisions of para-
-36 graph (6), any city or town that so votes to post, or
37 close, its municipal boundaries to prohibit fishing, hunt-
-38 ing, trapping, etc., shall cause said municipal boundaries
39 to be conspicuously posted. Any city or town which
40 fails to so conspicuously post its municipal boundaries
41 shall be considered unposted lands, and fishing, hunting,
42 trapping, etc., shall not be considered prohibitive.
43 (d) Any city or town which votes to accept the provi-
-44 sions of this section shall cause notice of the vote taken
45 thereon to be filed with the director of fisheries and game,
46 with the attorney-general and with the secretary of the
47 commonwealth.


