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the appropriate joint standing committee. Within thirty days 
after such referral, such committee may hold a public hearing on 
the regulations and shall issue a report to the commissioner. 
Said commissioner shall review said report and shall adopt final 
regulations as deemed appropriate in view of said report and 
shall file with the chairmen of such reporting committee its final 
regulations, not earlier than thirty days after the filing of such 
report with the said chairmen. Said commissioner shall file the 
final regulations with the state secretary as provided in section 
five of said chapter thirty and said regulations shall thereupon 
take effect. 

SECTION 7. Notwithstanding the provisions of section eight of 
this act, the registrar of motor vehicles and the commissioner of 
the department of environmental quality engineering may promulgate 
regulations as provided in sections two, four, and six of this 
act; provided, however, that such regulations shall not take 
effect prior to January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-two. 

SECTION 8. Sections one to six, inclusive, of this act shall 
take effect on January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-two. 

Approved November 14, 1979. 

Chap. 762. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE GOVERN
MENT LAND BANK. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 212 of the acts of 1975 is 
hereby amended by inserting after the first paragraph the 
following two paragraphs :-

It is hereby further found that there exists underutilized 
property owned by the commonwealth or the federal government 
which property is surplus to current and projected governmental 
need; that such surplus property is a significant resource which 
if returned to productive economic use, would contribute to the 
provision of gainful employment, increased revenue for the 
commonwealth and municipalities, and a more stable economy; and 
that the acquisition, development or disposition of such property 
in accordance with redevelopment plans is a valid public purpose. 

It is hereby further found that decadent, substandard, or 
blighted open areas exist in the commonwealth; that each such 
area constitutes a serious and growing menace, injurious and 
inimical to the safety, health, morals and welfare of the residents 
of the commonwealth; that each such area constitutes an economic 
liability, substantially impairs or arrests the sound growth of 
municipalities, and retards the economic well being of the common
wealth; that each decreases the value of private investments and 
threatens the sources of public revenue; that redevelopment of 
each such area in accordance with a redevelopment plan for the 
elimination of substandard conditions and the prevention of their 
recurrence is necessary to retain existing industries, attract new 
industries, and promote the sound economic growth of the common
wealth; that the menace of such decadent or blighted open areas 
is beyond remedy and control solely by regulatory process in the 
exercise of the police power and cannot be dealt with effectively 
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by the ordinary operations of private enterprise without the aid 
herein provided; that unemployment and under-employment have 
been caused in part by industrial and manufacturing companies 
moving from the commonwealth; that many existing industrial and 
manufacturing facilities within the commonwealth are obsolete and 
inefficient; that such facilities are underutilized or vacated, 
thereby creating additional unemployment; that such obsolescence 
and abandonment of existing facilities are causing injury to the 
economy of the commonwealth and its municipalities; that the 
manufacturing and industrial sector of the economy provides one 
of the best immediate opportunities for better jobs at higher 
wages for inhabitants of the commonwealth and that new industrial 
and manufacturing sites are required to attract and house new 
industries and to retain existing industries in need of expansion 
space; that unaided, private enterprise will not be able to develop 
such decadent, substandard, or blighted open areas due to 
problems encountered in the assembly of suitable building sites, 
the provision of adequate public services, the unavailability of 
sufficient private capital for development and the inability of 
private enterprise alone to plan, finance and coordinate economic 
development projects; that in many areas of the commonwealth, 
municipalities want and need to revitalize their economic job 
base, but due to the size and cost of development are unable to 
do so; that the continuing increase in the cost of assembling 
land available for development particularly in substandard, 
decadent, or blighted areas of the commonwealth substantially 
impair the ability of commonwealth and cities and towns of the 
commonwealth to stimulate economic and industrial growth in 
order to produce gainful employment; that the acquisition of 
property for the purpose of eliminating decadent, substandard, 
or blighted open conditions therein, preventing recurrence of 
such conditions in the area, the removal of structures and 
improvements, the improvement of sites for commercial, manufac
turing, residential, and industrial uses, the disposition of the 
property for redevelopment incidental to the foregoing, and the 
exercise of powers by a government land bank are public uses 
and purposes for which public money may be expended. 

SECTION 2. Said section 1 of said chapter 212 is hereby 
further amended by striking out the last paragraph and inserting 
in place thereof the following paragraph :-

Therefore, it is the purpose of the government land bank 
created by this act to aid private enterprise or public agencies 
in the speedy and orderly conversion and redevelopment of 
certain lands formerly used for military activities to non-military 
uses, including industrial, commercial, and residential uses, and 
in the development and redevelopment of substandard, blighted 
or decadent areas and of surplus government property to stimu
late economic development including industrial, commercial and 
residential uses, in order to prevent blight, economic dislocation, 
and additional unemployment or to aid private enterprise in the 
construction and rehabilitation upon such lands of decent, safe, 
and sanitary housing available to persons of low and moderate 
income in order to alleviate the shortage of such housing. 

SECTION 2A. Section 2 of said chapter 212 is hereby amended 
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by striking out the second paragraph and inserting in place 
thereof the following paragraph :-

The bank shall be governed by a board of ten directors, eight 
appointed by the governor, at least one of whom shall be a 
person experienced in industrial development, one of whom shall 
be a person experienced in employment development, one of 
whom shall be a person experienced in real estate law, one of 
whom shall be a person experienced in financial aspects of real 
estate development, one of whom shall be a representative of 
organized labor, one of whom shall be experienced in planning, 
and one member shall be the commissioner of administration, ex 
officio, or his designee, and one member shall be the secretary 
of communities and development, ex officio, or his designee. 
Said commissioner and said secretary shall have a vote on the 
board. Directors, except the commissioner of administration, 
and the secretary of communities and development shall serve for 
terms of three years; provided, however, that of those initially 
appointed, three shall be appointed for terms of one year, three 
for two years, and two for three years. Vacancies arising 
otherwise than from the expiration of a term shall be filled by 
the governor for the remainder of the unexpired term. Directors 
shall serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for 
expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties. 

SECTION 3. The fourth paragraph of said section 2 of said 
chapter 212 is hereby amended by striking out the third sentence 
and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- Salaries 
for employees, including the executive director and the treasurer, 
shall be set by the directors. 

SECTION 4. Section 3 of said chapter 212 is hereby amended 
by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof 
the following two paragraphs :-

There shall be at least three advisory boards to the bank, one 
for the Chelsea Naval Hospital, one for Westover Air Force Base, 
and one jointly for the Boston Naval Shipyard, South Boston 
Annex and Boston Army Base. Each advisory board shall consist 
of eleven members, who shall be appointed as follows:- the 
mayor of the city of Chicopee and the chairman of the board of 
selectmen of the town of Ludlow shall each appoint four members 
of the Westover advisory board; the mayor of the city of Chelsea 
shall appoint eight members of the Chelsea advisory board; and 
the mayor of the city of Boston shall appoint eight members of 
the Boston advisory board. The three remaining members of 
each board shall be appointed by the governor. 

The governor may create other such advisory boards as he 
deems to be desirable in advising the board of directors of the 
bank regarding specific redevelopment plans pending before said 
board. 

SECTION 5. Section 4 of said chapter 212 is hereby amended 
by striking out clause (e ) , as amended by section 2 of chapter 
732 of the acts of 1977, and inserting in place thereof the follow
ing clause :-

(e) enter into agreements or other transactions with any 
governmental agency or private person in connection with any of 
its powers or duties hereunder, including without limitation those 
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set forth in clause ({) and clause (m), and any governmental 
agency is hereby authorized to enter into any such agreements 
or transactions with the bank. 

SECTION 6. Said section 4 of said chapter 212 is hereby 
further amended by striking out clause ({), as amended by 
section 3 of said chapter 732, and inserting in place thereof the 
following clause :-

(j) take possession on behalf of the commonwealth or acquire 
on its own behalf lands, improvements thereon, and related 
personal property, hereinafter called lands, or interest therein, 
(1) from the United States, which lands, or interests therein, 
were used for Westover Air Force Base, the Chelsea Naval Hospital, 
or the Boston Naval Shipyard, including the South Boston Annex, 
the Boston Army Base and all other lands owned by the United 
States and used in connection with or for purposes related to 
the operations of the Boston Naval Shipyard or the Boston Army 
Base, subject to such restrictions as may be imposed on such 
acquisition by the United States, and any other property of the 
United States lying within the commonwealth and declared surplus 
by the United States, subject to such restrictions as may be 
imposed on such acquisition by the United States; (2) from the 
commonwealth title to any parcels of property which have been 
determined to be surplus to state government needs; and (3) de
cadent, substandard, or blighted open areas in the commonwealth; 
provided, that such possession or acquisition has been found by 
it to be necessary or reasonably required to carry out the 
purposes of this act; prior or subsequent to taking possession of 
or acquiring such lands hold, protect, maintain, repair and use 
such lands, or any interest therein, as it deems necessary or 
desirable to facilitate acquisition or disposition of such lands, or 
any interest therein; and dispose of such lands, or any interest 
therein, by sale, lease or otherwise as provided by this act; . 

SECTION 7. Said section 4 of said chapter 212 is hereby 
further amended by adding the following clause :-

(m) to clear and improve property acquired by it and to 
engage in or contract for the construction, reconstruction, 
demolition, development, redevelopment, rehabilitation, remodel
ing, alteration or repair thereof. 

SECTION 8. Section 5 of said chapter 212 is hereby amended 
by striking out, in lines 2 to 4, inclusive, the words, ", used 
for Westover Air Force Base, the Chelsea Naval Hospital, or the 
Boston Naval Shipyard, including the South Boston Annex and 
Boston Army Base". 

SECTION 9. Said section 5 of said chapter 212 is hereby 
further amended by adding the following paragraph :-

The bank may take possession of or acquire lands or any 
interest therein described in subclause (3) of clause (j) of 
section four only after a public hearing is held in accordance 
with the hearing procedures set forth in section six, and a 
determination by the bank and by the municipality in which the 
land lies that such land is a decadent, substandard or blighted 
open area. 
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SECTION 10. The second paragraph of section 6 of said 
chapter 212, as amended by section 2 of chapter 461 of the acts 
of 1975, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word 
"prevent", in line 4, the words:- or eliminate. 

SECTION 11. Said section 6 of said chapter 212 is hereby 
further amended by striking out the fourth paragraph and 
inserting in place thereof the following two paragraphs :-

No such redevelopment plan shall be approved by the bank 
within one year after the taking of possession or acquisition by 
the bank of the land, or any interest therein, to which such 
plan relates, unless such plan has been approved by the munici
pality, or jointly by the municipalities, within which such land 
lies. The bank may extend said one year by petition of any 
municipality wherein the lands are located. 

If, however, with respect to the lands referred to in subclause 
(3) of clause (J) of section four, said one year period has expired 
and the bank has not extended said one year period or if such 
extension period has expired, and if no redevelopment plan has 
been approved by said municipality, or jointly by such municipal
ities, the bank shall extend to such municipality or municipalities 
an offer to sell such land to said municipality or municipalities 
for the full purchase price plus an amount which includes all 
costs incurred by the bank in performing any rights or duties 
set forth in said section four, all transfer costs of the purchase 
and sale of such land including but not limited to legal fees, 
survey costs, engineering costs, recording fees, and the interest 
cost to the bank of the funds used pursuant to such land. 
Such offer to sell shall expire sixty days from the date such 
municipality or municipalities are notified in writing of its com
mencement. 

SECTION 12. Section 8 of said chapter 212, as amended by 
section 7 of chapter 732 of the acts of 1977, is hereby further 
amended by striking out, in lines 13 to 16, inclusive, the words, 
"but the final maturities of such notes, whether original or 
renewal, shall not be later than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred 
and eighty-one". 

SECTION 13. Section 8A of said chapter 212, inserted by said 
section 7 of said chapter 732, is hereby amended by striking out 
the second paragraph, and inserting in place thereof the following 
paragraph:-

All bonds issued by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall be 
designated on their face, Government Land Bank Fund Loan Act, 
and shall be term or serial bonds, shall bear such date or dates, 
and shall mature at such time or times not exceeding thirty 
years, from the date of issue, as the governor may recommend 
to the general court pursuant to Section 3 of Article LXII of the 
Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, the matur
ities thereof to be so arranged that the amounts payable in the 
several years of the period of amortization, other than the final 
year, shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state 
treasurer it is practicable to make them. Said bonds shall bear 
interest semi-annually at such rate as the state treasurer, with 
the approval of the governor, shall fix. 
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SECTION 14. Said chapter 212 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 19 and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: -

Section 19. This act shall expire on June thirtieth, nineteen 
hundred and ninety. 

Approved November 14, 1979. 

Chap. 763. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF 
MENTAL HEALTH TO CONVEY A CERTAIN PARCEL 
OF LAND IN THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD TO THE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP OF SPRINGFIELD. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

The commissioner of administration and finance, acting for and 
on behalf of the commonwealth, on such terms and for such 
consideration as agreed to by the parties, is hereby authorized 
to convey to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Springfield, by a 
deed approved as to form by the attorney general all of the 
right, title, and interest which the commonwealth has in a certain 
parcel of land obtained for mental health purposes, situated in 
the city of Pittsfield and bounded and described as follows:-

Beginning at a point marked by an iron pipe, which iron pipe 
marks the southeasterly corner of a parcel of land conveyed by 
William J. Joyce to Roman Catholic Bishop of Springfield by deed 
dated July 15, 1912 and recorded in Berkshire Middle District 
Registry of Deeds in Book 362, Page 301, said iron pipe also 
marks the northwesterly corner of a parcel of land conveyed by 
Berkshire Medical Center, Inc. to Pittsfield Housing Authority 
by deed dated Dec. 18, 1979 and recorded in said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 1015, Page 22 & C, said iron pipe also marks the 
southwesterly corner of a parcel of land conveyed by Mary F. 
Camuso Et Al to Mary F. Camuso and Phena Leonardi by deed 
dated Nov. 21, 1966 and recorded in Berkshire Middle District 
Registry of Deeds in Book 828, Page 517, said iron pipe also 
marks the northeasterly corner of a parcel of land conveyed by 
Berkshire Medical Center, Inc. to Commonwealth Of Massachusetts 
by deed dated Dec. 18, 1978 and recorded in said Registry Of 
Deeds in Book 1015, Page 20; 

Running thence South 21 Degrees, 09 Minutes, 08 Seconds 
West along the easterly line of said land so conveyed to Common
wealth of Massachusetts, being also along the westerly line of 
said land so conveyed to Pittsfield Housing Authority, a distance 
of 53.03 feet to a point to be marked with an iron pipe; 

Running thence North 67 Degrees, 54 Minutes, 03 Seconds 
West, along remaining land so conveyed to Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, a distance of 96.75 feet to a point marked by an 
iron pipe at an angle point in the northerly line of said land so 
conveyed to Commonwealth of Massachusetts, said iron pipe also 
marks an angle point in the southerly line of said land so conveyed 
to Roman Catholic Bishop Of Springfield; 

Running thence North 23 Degrees, 07 Minutes, 46 Seconds 
East, along a westerly line of said land so conveyed to Common
wealth Of Massachusetts, being also along an easterly line of 


