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To the Honorable Senate and llome of Representatives.

In my budget message to you I made no recommendation
with respect to the state’s participation this spring in the
Salk Vaccine Program because of the uncertainty as to the
state’s program itself and federal participation in it. A few'
days ago the Department of Public Health announced its
approval for proceeding with inoculations this spring and
on January 17th I was first adviseci as to the specific condi-
tions under which we may receive allocations under the
federal aid program. As a result, I am now in a position
to make specific recommendations to you.

Last year you made available $500,000 as the state’s share
for such a program. lam now advised that the federal funds
which can now be allocated to us amount to $686,853 over
and above our own appropriation. However, the conditions
of the federal allocation which must be met are that first
priority be given to those children in age group fourteen
years and younger and that no “means test” be applied
with respect to the vaccination program. In order for the
state to meet these conditions, the state will be required to
make a free distribution of vaccine through local boards of
health just as w'e do with other vaccines.

The money provided by the Congress is restricted to
children fourteen years and under and pregnant women. It
is our estimate that to furnish two inoculations to all
persons in these groups within the Commomvealth would
require, in addition to the state’s appropriation and the
federal grant, an additional appropriation of $677,855.

Last spring a single shot wr as given to 160,565 children in
the Commonwealth with vaccine furnished by the National
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Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. lam advised that that
Foundation would again furnish us free of charge the vaccine
necessary to give a second shot to this same group. Hence,
the cost of inoculating these children is not considered in
the figure given above.

I am advised that the priority established by the federal
government for children under fourteen and pregnant
women was established because these are the most sus-
ceptible individuals but persons aged fifteen to nineteen also
run a substantial risk and that unhappily if they should
become infected they are hit harder than the younger
group. If we were able to make vaccine available for this
group in addition to those I have mentioned, it would re-
quire $300,000 additional but because of production limita-
tions national priorities in the distribution of the vaccine
provide only for the fourteen year and younger and pregnant
women. These priorities, however, may be relaxed in the
future in which event I would then recommend to you an
additional appropriation.

In light of the above information I make to you two
specific recommendations:

First, that you amend Section 2 of Chapter 481 of the Acts
of 1955 so that we may avail ourselves of the federal grant.
It is my understanding that you have specific legislation now
before you to accomplish this purpose.

Second, that you make available to the Department of
Public Health in advance of the General Appropriations Bill
an amount in addition to the amount now available in
Item 2001-03 the sum of $678,000. To finance this amount
I recommend that you examine other accounts in the
Department ofPublic Health which will, I believe, show cer-
tain unexpended balances which you can authorize to be
transferred to the 2001-03 account to cover this recom-
mendation. Without limiting you specifically to these items,
I suggest that adequate balances for this purpose can be
found in items 2003-01, 2023-00, 2025-00, 2026-00, and
2031-00.

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


