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Chap. 800. AN ACT PROVIDING INCREASED FUNDING BY 
THE COMMONWEALTH FOR THE UNITED STATES 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY COOPERATIVE SURVEY 
PROGRAM FOR GROUNDWATER ASSESSMENTS 
AND RELATED HYDROLOGICAL STUDIES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its purpose which is, in part , to provide immediate assistance to 
cities and towns having contaminated water supplies in locating 
new sources of supply, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 21 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by inserting after section 8 the following section:-

Section 8A. The water resources commission shall be the co-
ordinating body for the purposes of administration of the state's 
contribution to the cooperative survey program of the United 
States Geological Survey, hereinafter referred to as the USGS, 
for detailed groundwater assessments and related hydrological 
studies. Said commission shall contract, or cause a contract to 
be executed, with the USGS to conduct a ten year program of 
detailed groundwater appraisals, aquifer assessments, and such 
other appropriate geologic and hydrologic studies as may be 
required for the protection of existing sources of groundwater 
supply and for the identification of new groundwater sources. 

Said groundwater survey program shall include aquifer identi
fication and assessments of quality and yield, and direct technical 
assistance to localities to solve groundwater problems of less 
than regional scale. Assistance to localities shall be based on 
criteria and priorities to be established by the commission which 
shall include, but not be limited to, the following: a present or 
recurrent water supply deficit; areas in which the survey would 
serve more than one community; communities which have suffered 
loss of supply due to contamination; communities in which demands 
are placed on supply systems by state institutions; and local 
commitment to participation. Direct local assistance shall not 
exceed five hundred thousand dollars and shall be funded fifty 
per cent by USGS and fifty per cent by the commonwealth, and 
the total cost of said program shall not exceed, in the aggregate, 
five million dollars. 

For the purposes of this section, groundwater shall mean water 
which is below the surface of the earth. 

SECTION 2. For the purposes of contracting for a cooperative 
survey program, as provided for in section 8A of chapter 21 of 
the General Laws, there is hereby made available the sum of two 
million five hundred thousand dollars; provided, however, that 
such monies shall not be expended for the purposes of said 
section 8A of chapter 21 of this act unless an equal amount is 
made available by the USGS. 

The state treasurer may borrow from time to time on the credit 
of the commonwealth such sums of money not to exceed, in the 
aggregate, two million five hundred thousand dollars as may be 
necessary for the purposes of meeting payments as authorized by 
this act, and may issue and renew from time to time notes of the 
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commonwealth therefor, bearing interest payable at such times 
and rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer in compliance 
with Section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitu
tion of the Commonwealth. 

SECTION 3. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying 
out the provisions of this act, and to refinance issues as provided 
in section two of this act, the state treasurer shall, upon request 
of the commissioner of the department of environmental quality 
engineering and with the approval of the governor, issue and 
sell at public or private sale, bonds of the commonwealth, regis
tered or with interest coupons attached, as he may deem best, 
to an amount specified by the governor from time to time but not 
exceeding, in the aggregate, the sum of two million five hundred 
thousand dollars. 

All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be 
designated on their face. Groundwater Survey Loan, Act of 
1979, and shall be on the serial payment plan for such maximum 
term of years, not exceeding ten years, as the governor may 
recommend to the general court pursuant to Section 3 of Article 
LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, 
the maturities thereof to be so arranged that the amounts pay
able in the several years of the period of amortization other than 
the final year shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the 
state treasurer it is practicable to make them. Said bonds shall 
bear interest semiannually at such rate as the state treasurer 
with the approval of the governor shall fix. The initial matur
ities of such bonds shall be payable not later than one year from 
the date of issue thereof and the entire issue not later than 
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-two. 

Approved November 16, 1979. 

Chap. 801. AN ACT FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE CIVIL 
RIGHTS OF PERSONS IN THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 12 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by inserting after section 11G, inserted by section 51 of chapter 
363A of the acts of 1977, the following two sections: 

Section 11H. Whenever any person or persons, whether or not 
acting under color of law, interfere by threats, intimidation or 
coercion, or attempt to interfere by threats, intimidation or 
coercion, with the exercise or enjoyment by any other person or 
persons of rights secured by the constitution or laws of the 
United States, or of rights secured by the constitution or laws 
of the commonwealth, the attorney general may bring a civil 
action for injunctive or other appropriate equitable relief in 
order to protect the peaceable exercise or enjoyment of the right 
or rights secured. Said civil action shall be brought in the 
name of the commonwealth and shall be instituted either in the 
superior court for the county in which the conduct complained of 
occurred or in the superior court for the county in which the 
person or persons whose conduct complained or reside of have 
their principal place of business. 

Section 111. Any person whose exercise or enjoyment of 


