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rights secured by the constitution or laws of the United States, 
or of rights secured by the constitution or laws of the common
wealth, has been interfered with, or attempted to be interfered 
with, as described in section 11H, may institute and prosecute in 
his own name and on his own behalf a civil action for injunctive 
and other appropriate equitable relief as provided for in said 
section, including the award of compensatory money damages. 
Any aggrieved person or persons who prevail in an action author
ized by this section shall be entitled to an award of the costs of 
the litigation and reasonable attorneys' fees in an amount to be 
fixed by the court. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 265 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by adding the following section: 

Section 37. No person, whether or not acting under color of 
law, shall by force or threat of force, willfully injure, intimidate 
or interfere with, or attempt to injure, intimidate or interfere 
with, or oppress or threaten any other person in the free ex
ercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him by 
the constitution or laws of the commonwealth or by the constitu
tion or laws of the United States. Any person convicted of 
violating this provision shall be fined not more than one thou
sand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year or both; and 
if bodily injury results, shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than ten thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than 
ten years, or both. 

Approved November 16, 1979. 

Chap. 802. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE DISCONTINUANCE 
OF UTILITY SERVICE. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out section 124A, as amended by section 2 
of chapter 118 of the acts of 1965, and inserting in place thereof 
the following section:-

Section 124A. No gas or electric company shall cut off or fail 
to restore gas or electric service in any residence during such 
time as there is a serious illness therein, provided that a regis
tered physician or the local board of health certifies in writing 
to the company that such serious illness exists and provided, 
further, that the customer cannot afford to pay any overdue bill 
because of a financial hardship. The department may promulgate 
such rules and regulations consistent with this section as it 
deems reasonable and necessary to carry out the intent of this 
section. Any willful violation of this section or section one 
hundred and twenty-four by any gas or electric company shall 
be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 164 is hereby further amended by 
inserting after section 124E the following section:-

Section 124F. No gas or electric company shall between Nov-
ember fifteenth and March fifteenth shut off gas or electric 
service to any residential customer who cannot pay an overdue 
charge because of financial hardship, when such gas or electric 
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service is used to provide heat or to operate the heating system 
of the customer's unit or building. The department may promul
gate such rules and regulations consistent with this section as it 
deems reasonable and necessary to implement the provision of 
this section. 

Approved November 16, 1979. 
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Chap. 803. AN ACT RELATIVE TO CERTAIN BRIDGES IN 
THE HYDE PARK SECTION OF THE CITY OF 
BOSTON. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. The department of public works is hereby author
ized and directed to increase the width of the River Street bridge 
over the railroad tracks of the Midland division at Cleary Square 
and to construct a traffic circle at Gordon avenue, Business street 
and River street in the Hyde Park section of the city of Boston 
and to repair and reconstruct the bridges over the Midland 
division of the Pennsylvania railroad and over the Neponset river 
on Fairmount and Dana avenues in the said Hyde Park section. 

SECTION 2. Said Department is hereby authorized and directed 
to repair and resurface the bridge over the Boston and Pro_ 
vidence division of the Amtrak railroad system at Reservation 
road in the Hyde Park section of the city of Boston and is 
hereby authorized and directed to widen the Canterbury Street 
bridge in the Roslindale section of said city of Boston. 

SECTION 3. Said department is hereby authorized and directed 
to replace the Metropolitan avenue foot bridge over the railroad 
tracks of the Boston and Providence division of the Amtrak 
railroad system in the Hyde Park section of the city of Boston. 

Approved November 16, 1979. 

Chap. 804. AN ACT FACILITATING THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
HYDROPOWER GENERATION. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

Chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert_ 
ing after section 69H the following section:-

Section 69HV For the purpose of this section, the following 
words shall have the following meanings, unless the context 
otherwise requires: 

"Hydropower generating facility", any electric or mechanical 
power generating unit whose power source is water flow and 
which is not a facility as defined in section sixty-nine G. 

"Permitting and licensing agencies", all agencies, authorities, 
and departments of the commonwealth, and local conservation 
commissions whose approval, order, order of conditions, permit, 
license, certificate, or permission in any form is required prior 
to or for construction of a hydropower generating facility, 
except the secretary of environmental affairs acting under the 
provisions of section, sixty-two to sixty-two H, inclusive, of 


