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Department of Natural Resources,
15 Ashburton Place, Boston 8, December 7, 1955

To the Great and General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
I am submitting herewith a report by the Department of

Natural Resources and recommended legislation made in
accordance with chapter 57, Resolves of 1955, on the subject
matter of House Bill No. 2405 authorizing this Department
to reconstruct the dam at the Old Reservoir in the Middle-
field State Forest and to develop the so-called Middlefield
Reservoir area.

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,
Commissioner of Natural Resources.
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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES RELATIVE TO RECON-
STRUCTING THE DAM AT THE SITE OF THE
OLD RESERVOIR IN THE MIDDLEFIELD
STATE FOREST IN THE TOWN OF MIDDLE-
FIELD.

The Department of Natural Resources has made an in-
vestigation regarding the desirability of constructing a dam
at the site of the old reservoir in the Middlefield State
Forest in the town of Middlefield. The investigation was
authorized by Resolve 57 of the 1955 session of the General
Court and covered the subject matter of current house
document numbered 2405, authorizing this Department
“to reconstruct the dam at the Old Reservoir in the Middle-
field State Forest . .

. and to develop the so-called Middle-
field Reservoir area.”

At the outset it seems desirable to refer to a previous
investigation and report made by this Department regard-
ing the same dam project. Under date of December 3, 1953,
an adverse report was made to the Governor. That report
contained the following:

It is our studied opinion that the building of the proposed dai
necessarily be at a cost which would be all out of proportion to t
amount of recreation area which would be available.

.i

The facts which to a large extent determined this adverse
opinion were:
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1. The current land ownership by the State was very small as com-
pared with the size-area of the pond, and it consisted of a much too large
proportion of land so steep that construction thereon for recreational uses
would be prohibitive in cost and not provide the best results.

2. No consideration was given to the possibility of purchasing addi-
tional land which would lend itself better to recreational development
because of its topography and vegetation.
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This present report is a decided departure from the prior
adverse report. In the two years which have elapsed we
have been persuaded by reasons which arose subsequent to
the earlier investigation to approach the question of the
Middlefield Dam and its resulting lake from a regional aspect
rather than a local one. The contributing reason for the new
approach is based upon our survey of the recent and still
continuing unprecedented land-use developments that were
not so apparent when the Middlefield dam was being con-
sidered by us in 1953. We refer especially to the steadily
growing occupation of land which, not long ago was con-
sidered remote and inaccessible, and, perhaps for that very
reason, was land of great scenic value.

Not so long ago the availability of land for building had
to wait upon the building of roads, but today roads are being
built to meet an almost frenzied demand of house-hungry
people, and the emphasis is largely upon quantity rather
than quality. It is this land occupation, accompanied in all
too many cases by the destruction of many scenic values,
that causes us to regard the Middlefield dam project and its
many consequent attributes from a much broader land-use
aspect than was previously considered.

The land-occupation referred to is quite revolutionary and
unprecedented and can be classified as follows:

1. Highway Construction. The trend is no longer to improve existing
roads but to design and construct by-pass roads through virgin country.

2. Industrial Site Development. This also is a development without
precedent because industry no longer depends on the railroad spur-track
for its transportation. It prefers the proximity to the highway for direct
trucking facilities and practically free advertising.

3. Home Subdivisions. The typical ranch house sut
state-wide occurrence now being developed in wooded area;
tures far away from existing towns.

i. School buildings. School buildings are more and more
cated away from town centers, since many of them serve several com-
munities and bus transportation reduces distances to a convenient mini-
mum.

In spite of its undeniable “progress-aspect” this in-
vasion by shovel and bulldozer of the once remote country-
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side assumes larger and more alarming proportions as one
examines local and state-wide planning programs calling for
more and more occupation of the land, —an occupation
which inevitably takes the land out of productivity, except
as a building site.

We hail the convenience of the magnificent highway
program our State has carried out during the last few years,
including the toll road now under construction, which
allows greater speed and greater safety, but we are at the
same time alarmed when we witness the unavoidable ravages
to the landscape caused by modern road building machin-
ery as it forces its way through hill and valley, river and
lake. We wonder what will be the effect on the land
much of it virgin territory —that will be made accessible
if not protected by efficient planning and zoning.

Moreover, in projecting these building activities into the
future at an equal or more likely an accelerated rate, we may
well wonder how much “open space,” how much wilderness,
will be preserved unless by planning and zoning.

It is this contemplation of “things to come” that con-
vinces us that the Department of Natural Resources is
definitely called upon to examine the dangers to our land-
scape and to take a major part in recommending remedial
action by public conservation.

The landscape beauty within our State is
one of our most important natural re-
sources and is in serious danger of being
destroyed.

We feel strongly that the Department’s responsibility
transcends the boundaries of the state parks and forests
under the immediate Department control. The Depart-
ment’s responsibility, under General Laws, chapter 21,
section 1, is to co-operate in the exercise of the general care
and oversight of the natural resources of our Common-
wealth and to propose measures for their protection, con-
servation and the best regulated use for the public’s enjoy-
ment and benefit.
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Let us consider the three main highways that run west
from metropolitan Boston through the State’s outstanding
scenic regions to the Berkshires. They are Routes 20, 9
and 2. Without proper zoning and planning, developments
along these highways may cause them to become eyesores.
It is quite evident that heavjr traffic on a main highway in-
vites business in a great variety, and only adequate zoning
regulations will promote an orderly and attractive business
development.

The Middlefield Dam and suggested surrounding state
park area is so far fortunately remote from the much
traveled main highway.

Just east of Chester, a road leaves Route 20 to the north-
ward. It is not a numbered road, but it is wide and hard
surfaced and its grades, while climbing, are gradual. The
road is known as the “skyline trail,” and fully deserves its
name. It leads to the towns of Middlefield and Peru and
traverses the region of which the proposed Middlefield
Lake would be the attraction center.

The views on either side of the road are pleasant and from
certain points, quite panoramic. Here is a region with a
scenic character all its own and still very much as nature
designed it. The few settlements are picturesque and
sympathetic with their surroundings. The towns are lovely
with their attractive meeting houses dominating the large
Common around which are built homes of Colonial architec-
ture which reflects New England’s past without a note of
discord. This is a heritage left to the present generation
which is in grave danger of being despoiled, and needs con-
stant vigilance lest this beauty may be sacrificed to the
bulldozer.

Definitely part of this Middlefield Dam area are the ad-
joining small towns of Chesterfield and Worthington. They,
too, represent attractive examples of the all too little evi-
dence of the charm of New England town life.

Here, then, is a region made up of several townships within
a definite regional boundary, the heart of which will be the
blue lake created by the Middlefield dam an attraction
not just for one community, but a region as a whole.
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All that is needed to achieve this is a full recognition of
the need of co-operative regional planning by all the agencies
involved with all the people of the region as beneficiaries,
and the State as a whole benefiting.

We believe that a state park with a hundred-acre lake
bordered by thousands of acres of land protected by public
ownership would be a most valuable nucleus and precedent
in a regional planning project, which, if followed by other
regions, would insure the protection of the landscape beauty
and provide for all types of land uses which would, in an
efficient and orderly manner, establish a prosperous economy
for the region.

Summarizing the foregoing, we feel that in order to justify
the building of the Middlefield Dam we must make the fol-
I owing recommendations:

1. Sufficient land must be acquired around the lake to protect its
shores and vistas from satellite development and to insure enough level
land for the construction of recreational facilities. The accompanying
map indicates necessary land acquisitions to establish suitable park boun-
daries, including suitable park lands.

The next recommendation is a prerequisite to the first.
2. An adequate planning and zoning study of the region which has been

approximately described in this report, but the boundaries of which must
of necessity be the result of a well-studied regional plan.

Only the fact that this beautiful region is so-called
“off the beaten path” has saved it from the degeneration
undergone by other beautiful areas more easily made
accessible. This natural protection, however, is “negative”
and disappears as the earth-moving machinery becomes more
powerful, and as the need for more laud occupation increases,
as it is bound to do within the near future. There is room
within these towns for beautiful homes, which, if located in
the right places, would not spoil the landscape. Remoteness
of any region from settled territories is being diminished
every day. Today’s helicopter will be tomorrow’s com-
muters’ vehicle. The regional plan should provide for
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homes (summer homes or all-year homes) with the necessary
restrictions to protect the character of the region.

The beauty of the region protected by zoning and plan-
ning and the proximity of a beautiful state park will greatly
enhance the values of such residential developments.

The above recommendations if carried out would un-
doubtedly represent a precedent in the annals of town plan-
ning. It is the only answer to the increasing danger of the
mushroom growth and wholesale land-clearing that is taking
place in most of our suburban towns, and which will un-
doubtedly follow before long in towns more remotely
located.

Since most of the land involved is part of the Westfield
watershed, all planning should be done in close co-operation
with the Watershed Association, and we recommend that in
preparing plans for the Middlefield Dam a study be made
to determine whether this dam might be a multiple-use dam,
serving flood control as well as recreational purposes.

This project, if approached on the broad basis as recom-
mended, would be of immense stimulation to other water-
shed problems, and would greatly increase the planning-
consciousness not only of planning boards, but of the people.

The accompanying map shows necessary immediate land
acquisition:

Parcel A. West of the dam, 120 acr
Parcel B. Northwest of land owned by the State and adjoining the

ihore, 300 acres
Parcel C. East of dam on Middlefield Road, 10 acres to provide park-

ing area.
Parcel D. Northwest of dam, 60 acres

While these areas are proposed for immediate purchase
to provide suitable recreational development, a secondary
land-use study is being prepared for a long-range land
acquisition plan that will connect the Middlefield State
Park with the Peru State Forest to protect the watershed of
the lake.

The following construction cost figures are estimates
based on previously made studies;
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Dam, earth-fill land acquisition $750,000
Development and clearance of pond site 50,000
Two road bridges 50,000
Surveys, plans and contingencies 100,000

Total estimated cost $950,000

This report is intended to facilitate a decision as to the
desirability of building the dam; if the recommendations
made herein are not adopted, the rebuilding of the dam
itself is not recommended.

The legislation recommended herewith specifically requires
the adoption of regional planning by the towns involved in
co-operation with the Division of Planning of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. Without enactment of regional plan-
ning, the development of the Middlefield Dam area is not
recommended.

Respectfully submitted,

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,
Commissioner of Natural Resouri
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act relative to the adoption of regional planning

BY THE TOWNS INVOLVED IN CO-OPERATION WITH THI
DIVISION OF PLANNING OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COM-

MERCI

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ir
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same
as follows:

1 Section 1. In accordance with the recommenda-
-2 tions contained in the report of the commissioner of
3 natural resources on the Middlefield dam study made
4 pursuant to chapter fifty-seven, resolves of nineteen
5 hundred and fifty-five, the towns of Middlefield, Peru,
6 Chesterfield and Worthington are authorized to form a
7 regional planning district for the purpose of making a
8 study of their combined areas and with the assistance and
9 co-operation of the division of planning of the department

10 of commerce to formulate a master plan for the region
11 including zoning by-laws to be voted on for adoption at
12 their respective annual town meetings.

1 Section 2. Following the formation of a regional
2 planning district and the adoption by the member
3 towns of zoning laws recommended in the master plan
4 drafted pursuant to section one of this act, the com-
-5 missioner of natural resources is authorized and directed
6 to acquire for the commonwealth of Massachusetts the

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Appendix A.
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7 parcels of land in Middlefield, Hampshire county, which
8 are situated on the northeasterly side of West Hill road
9 and Reservoir road, on the northerly side of Town Hill

10 road and on the westerly side of Main road, being parcels
11 A, B, C, D, shown on a plan entitled “Middlefield State
12 Forest, showing Proposed Pond and land to be acquired”,
13 “Scale 1 "-432', Nov. ’55” containing approximately
14 500 acres, which plan accompanied the report of the com-
-15 missioner made pursuant to chapter fifty-seven, resolves
16 of nineteen hundred and fiftv-five.

1 Section 3. The commissioner of natural resources is,
2 subject to the terms of sections one and two of this act,
3 authorized and directed to rebuild the dam at the site of
4 the old reservoir in the Middlefield State Forest and es-
-5 tablish thereon a state forest park, and to construct,
6 maintain and repair such access roads, picnic areas,
7 swimming facilities, walkways, drinking water supply,
S parking areas, comfort stations, camping areas and such
9 other facilities as may be deemed advisable in accord-

10 ance with the report made pursuant to chapter fifty-
-11 seven, resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-five.

1 Section 4. For the purposes of this act, the com-
-2 missioner of natural resources may expend such sums as
3 may be appropriated therefor.








