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House of Representatives, April 5, 1956.

The committee on Rules, to whom were referred the Reso-
lutions (filed by Messrs. Kimball of Springfield, Scibelli of
Springfield, Tancrati of Springfield, Kingston of Springfield,
O’Connor of Springfield, Chamberlain of Springfield and
Sullivan of Springfield) memorializing Congress to appro-
priate money for the repair of the dam at Massasoit Lake,
better known as Watershops Pond in the city of Springfield
(House, No. 2832), report that the same ought to be adopted.

For the committee

JOHN T. TYNAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

Resolutions memorializing congress to appropriate

MONEY FOR THE REPAIR OF THE DAM AT MASSASOIT LAKE,
BETTER KNOWN AS WATERSHOPs POND IN THE CITY OF

SPRINGFIELD.

Whereas, On or about August eighteenth, nineteen hun-
dred and fifty-five, the dam at Massasoit lake, better known
as Watershops pond, in the city of Springfield, was damaged
and the top four courses of masonry show disalignment and
permit passage of water at the joints, said condition making
the dam unsatisfactory for its designed purpose; and

Whereas, In addition to the aforesaid damage the flash
boards of said dam were washed away from the crown
thereof; said boards having been a permanent wooden in-
stallation two and one half feet high permitting additional
water retention above the designed top of the masonry
dam; and

Whereas, Disruption of the flash boards permitted the
water retained thereby to be immediately released into
the brook channel causing damage along the lower extremi-
ties of the Mill river: and

Whereas, Because of the damage to the masonry portion
of said dam the water impounded thereby was released
through the sluice gates which are a structural part of said
dam; and

Whereas, The release of this water has created a condi-
tion where only the normal flow of the stream known as
the Mill river passes through the brook bed above said
dam and there is no appreciable impounding of water in
said pond at this time; and

Whereas , The damage to said dam and the resulting lack

Clje Commontoealtf) of spasoacfnisetto

ater in said pond causes an unsightly condition and re
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suits in loss of property value in the adjoining area and
further results in the loss of recreational facilities formerly
offered by said pond; and

Whereas, The properties surrounding said pond were
developed, and the residences and other buildings thereon
were erected in relation to the normal elevation of the sur-
face of said pond, with the reasonable expectation that said
elevation would be permanently maintained; and

Whereas, The said dam has been under the control of the
United States Army for more than one hundred years and
the United States has a moral obligation to repair the same;
therefore be it

Resolved, That the house of representatives of the Gen-
eral Court of Massachusetts urges the Congress of the
United States to appropriate sufficient money for the repair
and reconstruction of said dam to the height at which it
was, including the height of flash boards, prior to said
damage; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be forwarded
by the secretary of the commonwealth to the President of
the United States, to the presiding officer of each branch of
Congress, and to each member of the Senate and House of
Representatives of Congress from this commonwealth, and
to each member of the appropriate committees on appro-
priations.

House of Representatives, April 5, 1956.
Adopted

LAWRENCE R. GROVE,
Clerk.




