
By Mr. Cowing of West Springfield, petition of Raymond J. Rosa
and others (selectmen) (by vote of the town) relative to an amendment
of the law providing for representative town meetings in the town of
West Springfield. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act relative to representative town meetings in

THE TOWN OF WEST SPRINGFIELD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 7of chapter 311 of the acts of 1922 is hereby
2 amended by striking out said section and substituting
3 therefor the following section:
4 Section 7. In the event of any vacancy in the full
5 number of elected town meeting members from any
6 precinct the vacancy shall be filled until the next annual
7 town election from the list of defeated candidates for
8 town meeting member from that precinct in the order of
9 their recorded vote in the preceding town election. The

10 defeated candidate who otherwise qualifies having the
11 highest number of recorded votes shall be deemed elected
12 until all vacancies are filled. The town clerk shall forth-
-13 with on the occurrence of any vacancy notify the de-
-14 feated candidates in numerical order of his election, and
15 shall secure a written acceptance of the election. Failure
16 to obtain such a written acceptance after a reasonable
17 time shall constitute a declination, and the town clerk
18 shall thereupon proceed to the next eligible and qualified
19 candidate and so on until all vacancies are filled.
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20 In the event of a tie vote among such defeated candi-
-21 dates, and there are fewer vacancies than such candidates
22 whose votes are tied, the town clerk shall call together
23 the town meeting members of the precinct where the
24 vacancy occurs and they shall by majority vote of those
25 members present, and by ballot, elect one of such de-
-26 feated candidates to fill said vacancy.

27 In the event there are no such defeated candidates,
28 the town clerk shall call together the town meeting mem-
-29 bers of the precinct, who shall elect by majority vote and
30 by ballot any registered voter of the precinct to fill said
31 vacancy.
32 At such meetings a majority of such members shall
33 constitute a quorum and they shall elect from their own
34 number a chairman and clerk. The clerk shall forthwith
35 file with the town clerk a certificate of such election,
36 together with the written acceptance by the member so
37 elected, who shall thereupon be deemed elected and
38 qualified as an elected town meeting member subject to
39 the provisions of section three respecting the election
40 and qualification of elected town meeting members.


