
HOUSE .... No. 2952
By Mr. Putnam of Needham, petition of Philip F. Foss and others

(selectmen) relative to the filling of vacancies in town meeting member-
ship in the town of Needham. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act relative to the filling of vacancies in town
MEETING MEMBERSHIP IN THE TOWN OF NEEDHAM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 279 of the acts of 1932 is hereby
amended by striking out section 7, as amended by sec

3 tion 6 of chapter 31 of the acts of 1950, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section 7. In the event that a vacancy occurs in the
6 full number of town meeting members from any precinct,
7 whether arising from a failure of the registered voters
8 thereof to elect, or from any other cause, the town clerk
9 shall at once choose the person who received the highest

10 number of votes as a defeated candidate for the office of
11 town meeting member in the preceding election in the
12 precinct where the vacancy occurs, and shall notify him
13 of his appointment as a town meeting member. If for
14 any reason this candidate cannot accept such appoint-
-15 ment, the second highest in recorded vote of the de-
-16 feated candidates in that precinct shall be appointed.
17 In the event neither of those receiving the highest or
18 the second highest number of votes as defeated candi-
-19 dates is available then the town clerk shall call together
20 the town meeting members of the precinct where the
21 vacancy occurs, and they shall, by majority vote of those
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22 present, elect any registered voter of that precinct to
23 fill such vacancy. The town clerk shall count the bal-
-24 lots, make a certificate of the choice, and notify the
25 person so chosen; and, upon receipt by the town clerk
26 of a written acceptance by the person so chosen, that
27 person shall be deemed elected and qualified as a town
28 meeting member, subject to the right of all town meet-
-29 ing members to judge of the election and qualification
30 of members, as provided in section three.
31 A town meeting member appointed or chosen to fill £

32 vacancy as herein provided shall serve only until th(
33 next annual town election.
34 A tie vote between two or more persons for the last
35 place to be filled by elected candidates, or between two
36 or more persons with the highest number of votes as
37 defeated candidates, or between two or more persons
38 with the second highest number of votes as defeated
39 candidates, shall in each instance be resolved by a ma-
-40 jority vote of the town meeting members from that pre-
-41 cinct attending a meeting called by the town clerk for
42 that purpose. Upon the resolution of such tie vote by
43 the town meeting members, the person or persons not
44 so chosen for the last place to be filled by elected candi-
-45 dates shall be deemed for the purposes of this section to
46 be the person or persons receiving the highest vote as
47 defeated candidates, and the person or persons so tied
48 at the election with the highest number of votes as de-
-49 feated candidates who are not so chosen by the town
50 meeting members of the precinct shall be deemed for
51 the purposes of this section to be the person or persons
52 receiving the second highest vote as defeated candidates.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its accept-
-2 ance by a special or annual town meeting of the town of
3 Needham held not later than the annual town meeting
4 in the vear nineteen hundred and fiftv-eight.


