
Executive Department
State House, Boston, May 9, 1956.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to the provisions of Article XLVIII of the
Articles of Amendment to the Constitution, as amended
by Article LXXXI of the Amendments, I hereby call a
joint session of the General Court to be held on Monday,
May 14, 1956 at 3:00 p.m. for the purpose of continuing
consideration of the following proposals for legislative
Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth
numbered 1 through 3, inclusive, and for the purpose of
considering the following proposals for such Amendments
numbered 4 through 7, inclusive:

1. To provide four-year terms for the Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor, Secretary, Treasurer and Receiver-General,
Attorney-General and Auditor of the Commonwealth (See
Senate, No. 763 of 1954) (agreed to in joint session of the
two houses of the preceding General Court and agreed to
in joint session of the two houses of the present General
Court, with a motion to reconsider pending);

2. To provide for voting by citizens of eighteen years of
age and upwards (See Senate, No. 19 of 1955) (which has
been ordered to a third reading in joint session of the two
houses of the present General Court, with a motion to
reconsider pending); and

3. To permit the levying of excise taxes on incomes (See
House, No. 1297 of 1955) (which has been amended and
ordered to a third reading in joint session of the two houses
of the present General Court, with a motion to reconsider
pending).

4. Relating to the type of bonds issued by the Common-
wealth (See Senate, No. 8) with reference to which the
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Committee on Constitutional Law has reported that the
Amendment ought to pass and with reference to which the
Senate, under date of May 7, 1956, called for consideration
in joint session; v .

5. Relating to the enactment of laws affecting municipal
expenditures and taxation (See Senate, No. 182) with refer-
ence to which the Committee on Constitutional Law has
reported that the Amendment ought to pass and with refer-
ence to which the Senate, under date of May 8,1956, called
for consideration in joint session;

6. Relating to the enactment of laws affecting particular
cities and towns (See Senate, No. 183) with reference to
which the Committee on Constitutional Law has reported
that the Amendment ought to pass and with reference to
which the Senate, under date of May 8, 1956, called for
consideration in joint session; and

7. To provide four-year terms for the Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor, Secretary, Treasurer and Receiver-General,
Attorney-General and Auditor of the Commonwealth (See
House, No. 128) with reference to which the Committee on
Constitutional Law has repoxled that the Amendment ought
to pass and with reference to which the House of Representa-
tives, under date of May 8, 1956, called for consideration
in joint session.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


