
Commission on Administration and Finance,
State House, Boston 33, May 16, 1956

The hospitals and clinics under the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts are facing a serious problem in the recruit-
ment and retaining of members of their professional staffs.

Where such professional services are of extreme impor-
tance to the welfare of patients, the Commissioner of Public
Health and the Commissioner of Mental Health have re-
quested that I file this bill under the provisions of chapter 7,
section 7, of the General Laws, for the purpose of relieving
this acute shortage.

I would appreciate your filing this bill with the proper
committee.

Respectfully submitted,

CARL A. SHERIDAN,
Commissioner of Administration.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act to believe the shortage of medical service
IN THE DEPARTMENTS OF MENTAL HEALTH AND PUBLIC
HEALTH.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to relieve the acute
3 shortage of qualified doctors and psychiatrists, therefore
4 it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
5 for the immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled , and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 46 of chapter 30 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 643 of the
3 acts of 1955, is hereby further amended by inserting
4 after paragraph (5) the following two new paragraphs:
5 (SA) Each superintendent of a state hospital appointed
6 as provided in section twenty-eight of chapter one hun-
-7 dred and twenty-three of the General Laws and each
8 assistant commissioner of mental health, each assistant
9 to the commissioner of mental health, each assistant

10 state hospital superintendent, each director of a, division
11 in said department, each director of clinical psychiatry,
12 each senior physician or each senior psychiatrist, upon
13 certification of his qualifications by the American Board
14 of Psychiatry and Neurology, Incorporated, and each
15 superintendent of a sanatoria or hospital, each assistant
16 superintendent, each chief of service, each senior physi-
-17 cian, each division director or each district health officer
18 in the department of public health, upon certification of
19 his qualifications by one of the physicians’ specialty
20 boards approved by the Council on Medical Education
21 and Hospitals of the American Medical Association, shall
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22 receive as compensation, in addition to the rate to which
23 he is entitled in the general salary schedule, the sum of
24 two thousand dollars annually to be payable monthly.
25 (5B) The director shall permit the recruitment of pro-
-26 fessional personnel at a rate above the minimum and
27 within the grade to which the requested position is
28 allocated upon certification of the appointing authority
29 that the person to be employed has served satisfactorily
30 in a comparable position for a period of time equivalent
31 to the period required by the general salary schedule had
32 such service been entirely in the service of the Common-
-33 wealth. For the purposes of this paragraph, professional
34 personnel shall include persons employed in medical or
35 technical positions in hospitals and clinics, including the
36 administration thereof.

1 Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
-2 tions six of chapter seven hundred and six and chapter
3 seven hundred and eighty-four of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and fifty-five or any other special or general
5 law to the contrary, sums appropriated in said chapter
6 seven hundred and six and chapter seven hundred and
7 eighty-four shall be available to pay compensation in the
8 department of mental health and the department of
9 public health as provided in section one of this act.




