
HOUSE .... No. 3194

House of Representatives, July 18, 1956

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re-
ferred the Bill providing for the construction, maintenance,
repair and operation of a self-liquidating express highway
from a point or points at or near the Connecticut state line
to a point or points at or near the New Hampshire state
line; conferring upon the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority
the power and duty to construct, maintain, repair and op-
erate the same; and providing for the financing of such ex-
press highway (House, No. 2954), report that the same
ought to pass in the form of a new draft herewith submitted
(House, No. 3194).

For the committee

ANTHONY M. SCIBELLI.

Representative Ernest A. Johnson of Worcester di
;enting.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act providing for the study of the feasibility of

CONSTRUCTING A TOLL EXPRESS HIGHWAY FROM THE

CONNECTICUT STATE LINE TO THE NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE
LINE OR ANY PORTION OR PORTIONS THEREOF.

1 Whereas, The commonwealth does not possess ade
2 quate facilities for the movement of vehicular traffic
3 and for the elimination of many of the hazards on its
4 congested cross-state highways; and

> Whereas, Its neighboring states are constructing or

6 have completed construction of connecting express higl
7 ways to the several boundary lines of the commonwealtl
8 and
9 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would

10 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make its provisions
11 effective forthwith, therefore it is hereby declared to be
12 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-
-13 tion of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The Massachusetts Turnpike Authority,
2 created by and pursuant to chapter three hundred and
3 fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-two,
4 be and it hereby is authorized and directed, and subject
5 to the privileges and immunities conferred upon it by
6 said act, in addition to its other powers and duties
7 therein conferred and imposed, to investigate and study
8 the feasibility and advisability of constructing a toll
9 express highway, hereinafter called the “Turnpike

10 Project” from a point or points at or near the Con-
-11 necticut state line to a point or points at or near the
12 New Hampshire state line, or any portion or portions
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13 thereof as the Authority may determine, including all
14 bridges, tunnels, overpasses, underpasses, interchanges,
15 entrance plazas, approaches, toll houses, service stations,
16 restaurants and administration, storage and other build-
-17 ings and facilities which the Authority may deem to be
18 necessary for the construction, maintenance and opera-
-19 tion of the turnpike project, together with all property
20 rights, easements and interests which may later have to
21 be acquired for the construction, maintenance and
22 operation of such project.

1 Section 2. The Authority is hereby authorized and
2 directed to make such traffic and engineering surveys,
3 and cost and location studies of the turnpike project as
4 may be necessary to determine the practicability of pub-
-5 lie revenue bond financing of the turnpike project, and
6 for this purpose may expend from funds herein appro-
-7 printed the cost of employing such consulting engineers,
8 traffic engineers, legal and financial experts and such
9 other employees, technical and expert services and inpi-

10 dental expenses in connection with the duties herein
11 authorized as it may deem necessary. To further the
12 purposes of this act, the state department of public
13 works shall make available to the Authority all data in
14 the possession of the department which may be useful to
15 the Authority in making such surveys and studies; and
16 the department may furnish such assistance in making
17 traffic surveys, borings, cost studies and in preparing de-
-18 signs for the Turnpike Project, and in making other sur-
-19 veys in connection with the preparation of the study as
20 may be agreed upon between the department and the
21 Authority, the cost of such surveys and expenses incurred
22 by the department to be reimbursed to said department
23 bv the Authority.

1 Section 3. In addition to the foregoing powers, the
2 said Authority and its authorized agents and employees
3 may enter upon any lands, waters and premises in the
4 commonwealth for the purpose of making surveys, sound-
-5 ings, drillings and examinations as they may deem
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6 necessary or convenient for the purposes of this act, and
7 such entry shall not be deemed a trespass. The Au-
-8 thority shall make reimbursement for any actual damage
9 resulting to such lands, waters and premises as a result

10 of such activities

1 Section 4. Exercise by the Authority of the powers
2 herein conferred and performance of the duties herein
3 imposed shall be deemed and held to be performance of
4 essential governmental functions.

1 Section 5. To provide for the expenses of the Au-
-2 thority in carrying out the provisions of this act, the
3 sum of four hundred thousand dollars is hereby appro-
-4 priated from the Highway Fund, which sum shall be
5 paid to the Authority and accounted for separately and
6 apart from any other funds from time to time in the
7 possession of the Authority. In the event that the
8 Authority shall determine the feasibility and advisability
9 of constructing the Turnpike Project, and shall thereafter

10 be authorized and empowered to construct the same, the
11 sum so paid shall, simultaneously with the delivery of
12 any bonds authorized to be issued to finance such con-
-13 struction, be reimbursed by the Authority to the com-
-14 monwealth for the credit of the Highway Fund.

1 Section 6. The Authority shall report to the general
2 court the results of its study, including traffic counts,
3 estimates of future traffic and revenues, aerial photo-
-4 graphs, estimated costs of construction, property dam-
-5 ages and other costs, the feasibility of financing with
6 revenue bonds supported by tolls, its suggested route
7 and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts
8 of legislation to carry its recommendations into effect
9 by filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre-

10 sentatives on or before June fifteenth, nineteen hundred
11 and fifty-seven.
12 On or before the thirty-first day of July, nineteen
13 hundred and fifty-seven, the Authority shall file with
14 the Governor and the Clerk of the House of Representa-
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15 lives a report setting forth a complete financial statement
16 covering its operations hereunder which shall include
17 an audit report by certified public accountants of its
18 books and accounts relative to the funds herein appro-
-19 priated.

1 Section 7. In the event the Authority shall deter-
2 mine that construction of the Turnpike Project is not
3 feasible or advisable, or if in any event it shall not be
4 authorized and empowered to construct the same, it
5 shall deliver to the state department of public works
6 true copies of all data, findings, studies, reports and
7 plans relating to the Turnpike Project, and the balance
8 then remaining of the sum herein appropriated shall be
9 repaid to the commonwealth for the credit of the High-

10 way Fund.
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