
SENATE 35

To accompany the petition of Cambridge Tenant’s Council, by Bene-
dict FitzGerald, for legislation relative to rent control. Mercantile
Affairs.

An Act relative to rent control.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose which is to enable forthwith
3 certain cities and towns in which a substantial shortage
4 of rental housing accommodations exists to continue
5 rent controls for a further period by local action, there-
-6 fore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
-7 sary for the immediate preservation of the public health
8 and convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Any city or town in which by section two of chapter
2 two hundred and twenty-five of the acts of nineteen
3 hundred and fifty-five the provisions of chapter four
4 hundred and thirty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred
5 and fifty-three, as amended, were continued in effect
6 until December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty-
-7 five, may by accepting this act within thirty days after
8 its passage by vote, if a city, of the city council subject
9 to the provisions of the city charter, or if a town, of a

10 town meeting called for the purpose, continue rent con-
-11 trols, as provided in said chapter four hundred and thirty-
-12 four, as amended, until such date not later than July
13 first, nineteen hundred and fifty-six, as shall be specified
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14 in such vote; but ah rent control shall terminate on said
15 July first in every city and town so accepting this act.
16 Any such city or town may by like vote at any time
17 prior to said July first rescind such acceptance. No
IS vote accepting this act shall be valid unless it includes
19 a declaration that a substantial shortage of rental hous-

-20 ing accommodations exists in such city or town and that
21 the control of rents therein is necessary in the public
22 interest.


