
SENATE . . . . No. 171
To accompany the petition of Newland H. Holmes and another for

legislation to further regulate the trapping of mammals. Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act further regulating the trapping of mammals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 131 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 68, as appearing
3 in section 1 of chapter 482 of the acts of 1953, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 68. Except as otherwise provided in this
6 chapter, no person shall hunt or trap, or have in pos-
-7 session the living or dead bodies of, minks, otters,
8 muskrats, opossums or raccoons; provided, that such
9 mammals, other than opossums or raccoons, may be

10 taken by hunting or trapping between November first
11 and the following December thirty-first, both dates
12 inclusive, and that opossums or raccoons may be taken
13 with the aid or by the use of dogs or guns between
14 October tenth and the following January first, both
15 dates inclusive, and by trapping between November
16 first and the following December thirty-first, both
17 dates inclusive. No person shall remove or attempt to
18 remove a raccoon from any hole in the ground, stone
19 wall, from within any ledge, or from under any stone or
20 from any hole in any log or tree. Not more than two
21 raccoons shall be taken during any period from sunset
22 of one day to sunset of the following day by any one
23 person, or three raccoons by two or more persons hunt-
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24 mg in one part}', and not more than ten raccoons shall
25 be taken by any person in any open season. Any
26 raccoons taken in traps in excess of the daily or season
27 limit, shall immediately be released or turned over to
28 the district conservation officer for disposal by the
29 director for the best interests of the commonwealth.
30 No person, except as provided in sections fourteen and
31 ninety-three, shall hunt or possess a beaver at any time,
32 except that the director may declare an open seaon on
33 beaver in any and all counties and make make rules and
34 regulations governing the taking of same.
35 Notwithstanding any provision of general or special
36 law, and except as otherwise provided in this chapter,
37 it shall be unlawful for any person:
38 (a) To have in his possession the green pelt of any
39 furbearing mammal, or any part of such pelt, except
40 during the open season for such mammal and for ten
41 days thereafter.
42 (b ) To trap mink, otter, muskrats, opossums or
43 raccoons between January first and six o’clock ante
44 meridian on the following November first, both dates
45 inclusive, and to trap any other mammal between
46 March second and six o’clock ante meridian on the fol-
-47 lowing November first.
48 (c) To possess or have under his control a trap on
49 the land of another where fur-bearing mammals might
50 be found, between March second and six o’clock ante
51 meridian on the following November first.
52 (d) At any time to possess or have under control an
53 unregistered trap on the land of another where fur-
-54 bearing mammals might be found.
55 (e) To possess or have under his control, unless duly
56 authorized as provided in clause (n), the registered trap
57 of another.
58 (f) To trap on the improved or enclosed land of
59 another or on land posted as provided in section one
60 hundred, without the written consent of the owner or
61 occupant of such land.
62 (g) To trap in a public way, cart road or path com-
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moi.ily used as a passageway for human beings or
domestic animals.

(h) To trap within ten feet of a muskrat house, or
beaver house.

(i) To tear open, disturb or destroy a muskrat house
beaver house, or beaver dam.

(j) To trap with a steel or jaw trap, or a dead fall
trap with a spread of more than six inches, or a “stop-
thief ’ ’ trap, or a dead fall trap with an opening of more
than six inches, or a choke trap, or a trap with teeth
on one or both jaws, or a trap with two sets of jaws
either set of which has a spread of more than six inches,
or a combination of one set of jaws of one size and
another set of jaws of another size, one jaw of which
is stationary and one free moving, or one or all jaws free
moving, with a spread of more than six inches, or a
trap capable of taking more than one mammal at a
time. For the purpose of this clause a trap shall be
measured across the open jaws to determine tire spread.
Nothing in this clause shall be deemed to prohibit the
use of a stop-loss trap, so called, having one movable
arm attached, the purpose of which being to prevent
an animal caught therein from gnawing his foot or leg.
For the purpose of this clause in determining the jaw
spread of a trap, it shall be measured midway across the
open jaws at right angles to the hinges from the ex
treme outside edges.

(k ) To trap before six o’clock, ante meridian, on the
opening day of the season, to wit, November first.

(/) To fail to visit at least once in each calendar day,
between the hours of four o’clock ante meridian and
eight o’clock post meridian all traps by him staked out,
set, used, tended, placed or maintained.

(m) To destroy, mutilate or spring the trap of
another.

(n) To take any fur-bearing mammal or predator
from the trap of another, unless he has upon his person
a specific written authorization to do so, signed by the
owner of such trap. The owner of traps may give such
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authorization to any person licensed to trap under this
chapter, for a period not to exceed one week from the
day he himself last tended his traps; provided, that
notice of tire giving of such authorization, including the
name and trapping license number of the person so
authorized, shall be given to the district conservation
officer and to the director within twenty-four hours
after the same has been given.
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(o) To set, use, place, locate, tend or maintain a trap
not bearing the name of the person or persons using the
same in such a manner that it shall be legible at all
times.
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Any trap set in violation of law shall be forfeited to
the commonwealth by any officer empowered to enforce
this chapter and shall be disposed of by the director in
the best interests of the commonwealth.
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Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be
punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor more
than three hundred dollars in addition to any other
penalty or forfeiture provided for in this chapter. Any
registration certificate held by any person convicted of,
found guilty of or penalized in any manner for a second
or later violation of this section shall be declared void
by the director and no registration certificate shall be
renewed or a transfer of registration number approved
for a period of from two to five years as the director
shall determine.
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1 Section 2. Section two of chapter four hundred and
2 eighty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-
-3 three is hereby repealed.


