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To accompany the petition of James E. Milano for legislation relative
to protection at railroad crossings. Transportation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act relating to protection at railroad crossings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows;

1 Section 147 of chapter 160 of the General Laws (Ter.
2 Ed.), as amended, is hereby further amended by striking
3 out the last sentence thereof and adding the following:
4 The cost of installing, altering, maintaining or operating
5 such protection shall be apportioned by the department
6 between the railroad passing over the crossing, the town
7 or city in which the highway is located, the county,
8 when the highway is a county road, and the state, when
9 the highway is a state highway, equitably and in accord-

10 ance with the relative benefit to be derived by each
11 from such protection, giving due consideration to whether
12 the railroad or the highway was first constructed, to the
13 nature and volume of highway travel, to the number of
14 trains operated by the railroad over the crossing, and to
15 all other relevant facts and circumstances, so as to
16 read as follows; Section IJfH. Gates, etc., at Crossings.
17 Where a railroad and a public way or traveled place
18 cross at the same level, the department, after notice to
19 the interested parties and a hearing, may order the
20 crossing to be protected by gates, flagman, flashing light
21 signals or such other protective measures as the depart-
-22 ment determines the better security of human life or
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23 the convenience of public travel requires, and the rail-
-24 road corporation operating the railroad over the crossing
25 shall install, maintain and operate the protection in com-
-26 pliance with such order. The cost of installing, altering,
27 maintaining or operating such protection shall be appor-
-28 tioned by the department between the railroad passing
29 over the crossing, the town or city in which the highway
30 is located, the county, when the highway is a county
31 road, and the state, when the highway is a state highway,
32 equitably and in accordance with the relative benefit to
33 be derived by each from such protection, giving due
34 consideration to whether the railroad or the highway
35 was first constructed, to the nature and volume of high-
-36 way travel, to the number of trains operated by the
37 railroad over the crossing, and to all other relevant facts
38 and circumstances.


