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RESOLVE CREATING THE COMMISSION.

Chapter

94.

Resolve
for an Investigation and Study
Commission relative to the Proper Clearance
providing

by

a Special

of Tracks

in

Railroad Yards.

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of two members
of the senate to be designated by the president thereof, four members of
the house of representatives to be designated by the speaker thereof, one
person representing the operating railroad brotherhoods in Massachusetts, one person representing railroad management and one person representing the public, to be appointed by the governor, is hereby established
for the purpose of making an investigation and study relative to the proper
clearance of tracks in railroad yards. In the course of its investigation
and study, said commission shall consider the subject matter of current
senate document numbered 754 and chapter 160 of the General Laws with
special reference to section 134A. Said commission shall be provided
with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may hold public hearings,
may travel within and without the commonwealth and may expend for
clerical and other services and expenses such sums as may be appropriated therefor. Said commission shall report to the general court the
results of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any,
together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the senate not later
than the last Wednesday of December in the current year.
Approved July S, 1953.
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RESOLVE CONTINUING AND INCREASING THE
MEMBERSHIP AND SCOPE OF THE COMMISSION.

Chapter
«

Resolve

reviving

and

continuing

and Scope of the Special

99.

and

increasing

Commission

the Membership

Investigation and Study relative to the Proper
of

Tracks

in

an
Clearance

established to make

Railroad Yards.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission established by chapter
ninety-four of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-three is hereby
revived and continued for the purpose of continuing its investigation
and study relative to the proper clearance of tracks in railroad yards.
The membership of said commission shall be increased by the addition
thereto of one member of the senate to be designated by the president
thereof and two members of the house of representatives to be designated
by the speaker thereof. Said commission shall, in the course of its investigation and study consider the subject matter of current senate document numbered 564, relative to physical examination of certain railroad
employees, and of the investigation and study proposed by current house
document numbered 2725, relative to the overlapping of transportation
facilities in eastern Massachusetts. Said commission shall be provided
with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may hold public hearings,
and may expend for clerical and other services and expenses the balance

available in item 0273-00 of chapter six hundred and seventy-five of the

acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-three. Said commission shall report
to the general court the results of its investigation and study, and its
recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk
of the senate not later than the third Wednesday of January in the year
Approved June 9, 1954nineteen hundred and fifty-five.

To (lie membership of the original Commission, consistent
with chapter 99 of the Resolves of 1954 noted above, the
President of the Senate appointed Senator Charles W.
Hedges of Quincy, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives appointed Representatives Cornelius J. Murray
of Beverly and Michael A. Porrazzo of Boston.

Cj)t CommontuealtJ) of

Massachusetts

RESOLVE AGAIN CONTINUING THE COMMISSION.

Chapter

Resolve

the Special Commission estabINVESTIGATION
MAKE AN
AND STUDY RELATIVE TO THE
Clearance of Tracks in Railroad Yards.

reviving

lished

Proper

*

and

continuing

TO

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission established by chapter
ninety-four of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-three, and revived and continued and the membership and scope increased by chapter
99 of the resolves of 1954, is hereby revived and continued for the purpose
of continuing its investigation and study relative to the proper clearance
of tracks in railroad yards. Said commission shall, in the course of its
investigation and study consider the subject matter of senate document
numbered 564 of 1954, relative to physical examination of certain railroad
employees, and of the investigation and study proposed by house document numbered 2725 of 1954,relative to the overlapping of transportation
facilities in eastern Massachusetts. Said commission shall be provided
with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may hold public hearings,
and may expend for clerical and other services and expenses the balance
available in item 0273-00 of chapter six hundred and seventy-five of the
acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-three. Said commission shall report
to the general court the results of its investigation and study, and its
recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk
of the senate not later than the thirtieth day of December in the current
Approved June SO, 1955.
year.
Representative William J. Kingston of Spring-field and
Representative William P. Burke of Boston were appointed
to the above continued Commission by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives to succeed Representatives Albert
E. Wood of Easton and Chester W. Nelson of Braintree,
who are no longer members of the House of Representatives.
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I,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The Special Commission established to make an investigation and study relative to the proper clearance of tracks
in railroad yards was originally created by chapter 94 of
the Resolves of 1953, revived and continued and scope
increased by chapter 99 of the Resolves of 1954, and further
revived and continued by chapter 67 of the Resolves of
1955.

The Commission was organized September 9, 1953, by the
election of Senator Harold R. Lundgren of Worcester, chairman, and Representative Stanley E. Johnson of Worcester,
vice-chairman.

The Commission held many meetings and conferred with
many experts in the field of railroading.
The work of the Commission was hampered and delayed
by the prolonged proxy battles within the three major railroad systems serving the Commonwealth, all of which use
the facilities of either the North or South Station terminals.
Some legislation has already been enacted into law as a
result of the early activities of the Commission.
The Commission during the course of its investigation
and study has visited and inspected the yards and property
of the three major railroad lines at the following locations:
$

NewYork New Haven
,

&

Hartford Railroad.

South Boston yard 4, track 33 and platform
South Boston B street yard, yard 2, tracks 17 and 18.
Dover street freight yard.
Southampton street freight yard.
Worcester freight yard.
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Albany Railroad.

Kneeland street freight yard.
Beacon Park yard, Allston, Cambridge street track, 8-switch
Binney street yard between Cambridge and Binney streets.
Platform National Biscuit Company yard, Albany street, Cambridge
(rear).
Platform Sears Roebuck Company, off Cambridge street, Allston.
Worcester and Springfield yards.
«

Boston

&

Maine Railroad.

Lechmere yard.
Hump yard 8, off Washington street, Somerville.
Mystic wharf, entrance 50 House and 12 House.
North and South station terminals in Boston

Inspection trips were also made to the Grand Central
and Pennsylvania Railroad terminals in New York City,
and to the joint Pennsylvania freight yards in Philadelphia.
HAROLD R. LUNDGREN,
Chairman.

EDMUND DINIS.
CHARLES AY. HEDGES.
STANLEY E. JOHNSON,
Vice-chairman.

WILLIAM J. KINGSTON.
WILLIAM F. BURKE.
HARVEY A. POTHIER.
CORNELIUS J. MURRAY.
MICHAEL A. PORRAZZO.
WALTER B. GRANT.
ARTHUR G. PLANTE.
LEON G. LOMAX.
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PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
Appendix

A

Cf)t Commontoealtl) of egastfac&usettst
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

�

An Act

relative

to

proper clearance of

RAILROAD

tracks in

YARDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows:
1
2

Section 1. Chapter 160 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 134A, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 239 of the acts of 1954, and insert-

-4 ing in place thereof the following section:

*

Tracks owned and maintained by a
5 Section
6 railroad corporation in a railroad yard shall have a
7 minimum distance between the center lines of parallel
8 tracks of not less than thirteen feet, and the center line
9 of any ladder track, or lead track, constructed parallel to
10 any other adjacent track shall have a clearance of not
11 less than seventeen feet from the center line of such other
12 track; and provided, further, platforms or buildings may
13 be constructed or maintained at a minimum distance of
14 five feet nine inches from the center line of the track
15 adjacent to any such platforms or buildings, providing
16 a clearance of not less than eight feet six inches is main-17 tained on the opposite side of such track to any fixed
18 structure, or the track centers to an adjacent track are
19 not less than thirteen feet.
20
No other structures or obstructions shall be maintained
21 in such yard nearer than eight feet and six inches from
22 the center line of any track; provided, that signals and
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23 switch stands therein which are located between tracks
24 and are three feet or less in height above the top of the
25 rail may have a clearance of not less than six feet and
26 six inches from the center line of track where it is not
27 practicable to provide the aforesaid clearance of eight
28 feet and six inches. No bridges, viaducts or other ob-29 structions shall be constructed, and so far as practicable,
30 no bridges, viaducts or other obstructions shall be re-31 constructed over the tracks in a railroad yard at a height
32 less than twenty-two feet and six inches measured from
33 the top of the rail. Upon petition of any railroad cor-34 poration, the state department of public works, the
35 metropolitan district commission, the county commis-36 sioners of any county, the selectmen of any town, the
37 city manager of any city having a Plan D or E charter,
38 or the mayor of any other city, the department of public
39 utilities, after due notice and public hearing, may grant
40 an exemption from any and all requirements of this sec-41 tion; provided, however, that any exemption so granted
42 shall be limited to the specific location described in said
43 petition; and provided, further, that the department of
44 public utilities shall fix and prescribe reasonable regula-45 tions governing the location exempted.
1

t

Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of section

2 one hundred and thirty-four A of chapter one hundred
3 and sixty of the General Laws, as appearing in section
4 one of this act, tracks, platforms, buildings, structures,
5
6
7
8
-9
10
11

12
13
14
-15

signals, switch stands and other obstructions maintained
by a railroad corporation in a railroad yard on the
effective date of this act may continue to be maintained
until January first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six, without conforming to the provisions of said section one
hundred and thirty-four A; provided, however, that such
corporation shall, in the current year and in each of the
years nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, nineteen
hundred and fifty-eight, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine,
nineteen hundred and sixty, nineteen hundred and sixtyone, nineteen hundred and sixty-two, nineteen hundred
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16 and sixty-three, nineteen hundred and sixty-four, nine-

27
28
29
30

teen hundred and sixty-five, relocate a minimum of not
less than ten per cent of its tracks to conform to said
provisions, and shall, on or before December first in each
of said years, report to the department of public utilities
the progress made by it in making said track relocations.
Overhead bridges and viaducts existing or under construction on the effective date of this act, and the
bridges to be constructed on the Central Artery, so
called, in Boston, Cambridge and Somerville, shall be
exempt from the provisions of this act. The provisions
of this act shall not apply to the North Station or the
South Station, so called, in the city of Boston, or to any
other passenger station established and maintained by
any railroad corporation in the commonwealth.

1

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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