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Resolve reviving and continuing the Special Commission estab-
lished TO INVESTIGATE AND STUDY THE FEASIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING
a Southeastern Massachusetts Water District.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, established by chapter
fifty-four of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-one and continued
by chapter eighty-one of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-two,
to investigate and study the advisability and feasibility of establishing a
southeastern Massachusetts water district, is hereby revived and con-
tinued for the purpose of further considering that subject, as well as any
legislation or information in connection thereto which may be presented
by any of the municipalities in the counties of Bristol and Plymouth, as
to their individual water problems; as well as all questions relating to the
quantities of water to be obtained from available sources, its quality, the
best methods of protecting the purity of the water, the construction,
operation and maintenance of works for storing, conveying and purifying
the water, the cost of the same, and damages to property, and all other
matters pertaining to the subject.

The commission shall have power to employ such engineers and other
assistants, including the procurement of the services of such consulting-
engineers, chemists or attorneys as may be necessary, and to incur such
expenses as may be necessary for carrying out the provisions of this
resolve.

Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state house or
elsewhere, may hold hearings, and shall have the power to summon wit-
nesses and to require the production of books, records and papers and the
giving of testimony under oath.

The commission may expend for the purposes of this resolve the balance
available in item 0210-00 of section 2 of chapter 632 of the acts of 1952,
and such other sums as may be appropriated therefor.

Said commission shall report fully with plans and estimates to the
general court by filing the same with the clerk of the senate on or before
the first Wednesday in January, nineteen hundred and fifty-six, including
in its report drafts of any legislation recommended by it.

Approved May 19, 1954
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Resolve increasing the Scope of the Special Commission estab-
lished to investigate and study the Feasibility of establish-
ing a Southeastern Massachusetts Water District.

Resolved , That the unpaid special commission, established by chapter
fifty-four of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-one and most re-
cently revived and continued by chapter seventy-one of the resolves of
nineteen hundred and fifty-four, to investigate and study the advisability
and feasibility of establisliing a Southeastern Massachusetts Water
District, and certain related matters, shall, in the course of its investi-
gation and study consider the subject matter of current senate document
numbered 860, a report of the metropolitan district commission relative
to the advisability and feasibility of constructing as a part of the metro-
politan water system extensions of its water distributing mains into the
cities and towns of Plymouth and Bristol counties.

Approved September 9, 1956.

RESOLVE INCREASING SCOPE OF COMMISSION.

Chapter 141
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January 4, 1955

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The Southeastern Massachusetts Water District Commis-
sion created under chapter 54 of the resolves of 1951, and
further extended by chapter 81 (and the scope of which
was increased by chapter 83) of the resolves of 1952, and
which was revived and continued by chapter 71 of the re-
solves of 1954, herewith submits its report.

The scope and the authority of your Commission was
increased and extended (chapter 141 of the Resolves of
1955) to include a report made by the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission (see Senate, No. 650 and Senate, No. 860
of 1955).

In its report filed with the General Court on December 3,
1953, your Commission recommended, on the basis of studies
made, that further specific investigations and studies should
be made by the Department of Public Health and the
Metropolitan District Commission, since they were best
qualified to secure the type of information desired to enable
your Commission to complete its study and make a proper
report. Your Commission felt the need of having expert
advice and information about the various aspects of the
problem of the purity of water under certain conditions,
and as to methods which might be used to purify water in
which bathing, boating and fishing might be permitted so
that the water could still be safely used for drinking purposes
by the public.

Your Commission also realized the need for definite in-
formation as to the cost of installing water lines and con-
nections in various municipalities in southeast Massachu-
setts which might supplement water supplies of such mu-
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January 4, 1955.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The Southeastern Massachusetts Water District Commis-
sion created under chapter 54 of the resolves of 1951, and
further extended by chapter 81 (and the scope of which
was increased by chapter 83) of the resolves of 1952, and
which was revived and continued by chapter 71 of the re-
solves of 1954, herewith submits its report.

The scope and the authority of your Commission was
increased and extended (chapter 141 of the Resolves of
1955) to include a report made by the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission (see Senate, No. 650 and Senate, No. 860
of 1955).

In its report filed with the General Court on December 3,
1953, your Commission recommended, on the basis of studies
made, that further specific investigations and studies should
be made by the Department of Public Health and the
Metropolitan District Commission, since they were best
qualified to secure the type of information desired to enable
your Commission to complete its study and make a proper
report. Your Commission felt the need of having expert
advice and information about the various aspects of the
problem of the purity of water under certain conditions,
and as to methods which might be used to purify water in
which bathing, boating and fishing might be permitted so
that the water could still be safely used for drinking purposes
by the public.

Your Commission also realized the need for definite in-
formation as to the cost of installing water lines and con-
nections in various municipalities in southeast Massachu-
setts which might supplement water supplies of such mu-
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nicipalities with those of the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion. Information was needed as to the actual cost of
installations to both the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion and the local areas to be served. This information
your Commission felt could be secured only by a complete
and detailed study by engineers of the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission who were experienced in these matters.
Hence it recommended that such a study be made.

Your Commission, also, had made some preliminary study
and investigation of the possibilities of ground water sup-
plies in the two counties involved, namely, Plymouth and
Bristol, but felt it was necessary to have more detailed and
technical information in that connection. Therefore it rec-
ommended that such a study be made by a special commis-
sion.

The General Court in its wisdom saw fit to authorize the
studies and surveys recommended by your Commission.
The first complete report, that of the Metropolitan District
Commission, has been received by the General Court.
Under a resolve (chapter 141 of 1955), this report was re-
ferred to your Commission for further action and recom-
mendations by it.

The Commission has held two public hearings in the area
adjacent to the metropolitan area now served by the Metro-
politan District Commission (generally referred to as the
fringe towns). The Metropolitan District Commission re-
ports that its system can be extended to include four or
five towns nearby with an expenditure of certain sums of
money.

The town of Scituate appears interested in being able to
take water from this source in addition to its own supplies.
However, before this is possible, since the town is outside
the so-called fifteen-mile area, it will be necessary to have
special legislation to include said town. Consequently the
appended legislation is recommended for that purpose (See
Appendix A).

Likewise, it would seem necessary to grant certain au-
thority to the Metropolitan District Commission to extend
its lines and furnish water to both Scituate and other
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fringe towns. Hence, your Commission recommends the
legislation along these lines as set forth in Appendix B.

The report of the Department of Public Health will not
be available to your Commission until the end of 1956, so
that your Commission is not now able to complete its re-
port, also, the Special Commission which was to investi-
gate and study the subject of ground-water supplies has
not yet filed its report. Until these reports on (1) purity of
water and (2) ground-water supplies are completed, your
Commission will not be able to make reports on these mat-
ters, and, therefore, recommends that its times for reporting
be further extended until March 1, 1957, and herewith
appends legislation for that purpose. (See Appendix C.)

Respect fully submitted

Chairman
FRANK B. OLIVEIRA,

Vice-Chairman
FREDERICK W. COW.
CLARENCE I. STERLING, Jr
F. EBEN BROWN.
MARY L. FONSECA
J. ROGER SISSON.
VLBERT P. DOYLE.

EDWARD C. STONI
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An Act relative to admission of the town of scituate
TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding the provision of any
2 law to the contrary, the metropolitan district commis-
-3 sion may, upon application of said town, admit the town
4 of Scituate to membership in the metropolitan water
5 district, and furnish water thereto under such terms and
6 conditions as are prescribed in chapter ninety-two of
7 the General Laws, as amended, for the admission to
8 membership in said metropolitan water district, and fur-
-9 nishing water thereto of towns any part of which is

10 within fifteen miles of the state house.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Appendix A.
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An Act authorizing the metropolitan district com-
mission TO construct an aqueduct from a point in

THE CITY OF QUINCY TO A POINT ON OR NEAR THE BOUND-
ARY LINE BETWEEN THE TOWNS OF COHASSET AND
SCITUATE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. For the purpose of furnishing said towns
2 with an adequate water supply, the metropolitan district
3 commission, hereinafter called the commission, is hereby
4 authorized and directed, upon execution of agreements
5 admitting the towns of Braintree, Cohasset, Hingham,
6 Hull, Scituate and Weymouth to membership in the
7 metropolitan water district, in accordance with chap-
-8 ter ninety-two of the General Laws, as amended, to con-
-9 struct as a part of the metropolitan water system and for

10 the purpose of extending the works authorized by chap-
-11 ter three hundred and seventy-five of the acts of nine-
-12 teen hundred and twenty-six, chapter three hundred and
13 twenty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-14 seven, chapter five hundred and fifteen of the acts of
15 nineteen hundred and forty-six and chapter six hundred
16 and sixty of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty an
17 aqueduct connecting with its existing Blue Hills reser-
-18 voir pipeline at a point in the city of Quincy and running
19 to a point on or near the boundary line between the
20 towns of Cohasset and Scituate. The commission may
21 for the purposes aforesaid acquire, install and operate
22 such machinery, pumps and other appurtenances as may
23 from time to time be found necessary or desirable.

Appendix B.
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1 Section 2. In carrying out the provisions of section
2 one, said commission may expend, not exceeding, in the
3 aggregate, dollars.

1 Section 3. To meet the expenditures necessary in
2 carrying out the provisions of this act, the state treasurer
3 shall, upon request of the governor and council, issue and
4 sell at public or private sale bonds of the commonwealth,
5 registered or with interest coupons attached, as he may
6 deem best, to an amount to be specified by the governor
7 and council from time to time, but not exceeding in the
8 aggregate the sum of dollars. All bend
9 issued by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall be

10 designated on the face Metropolitan District Water
11 Loan, Act of 19 , and shall be on the serial payment
12 plan for such maximum term of years not exceeding fifty
13 years from the date of issue as the governor may recom-
-14 mend to the general court pursuant to section 3 of
15 Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of
16 the commonwealth, the maturities thereof to be so ar-
-17 ranged that the amounts payable in the several years
18 other than the final year shall be as nearly equal as in
19 the opinion of the state treasurer it is practicable to
20 make them. Said bonds shall bear interest payable semi-
-21 annually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the ap-
-22 proval of the governor, shall fix. Said bonds shall be
23 payable not earlier than , nor later
24 than . All interest payments and
25 payments on account of principal on such obligations
26 shall be part of the debt and expense of the metropolitan
27 water district.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

Resolve reviving and continuing the special com-
mission ESTABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE AND STUDY THE
FEASIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING A SOUTHEASTERN MASSA-
CHUSETTS WATER DISTRICT.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, es-
-2 tablished by chapter fifty-four of the resolves of nine-
-3 teen hundred and fifty-one and continued by chapters
4 eighty-one and eighty-three of nineteen hundred and
5 fifty-two and chapter seventy-one of nineteen hundred
6 and fifty-four, to investigate and study the advisability
7 and feasibility of establishing a southeastern Massachu-
-8 setts water district, is hereby revived and continued for
9 the purpose of further considering that subject, as well

10 as any legislation or information in connection thereto
11 which may be presented by any of the municipalities in
12 the two counties of Bristol and Plymouth, as to their
13 individual water problems; as well as all questions relat-
-14 ing to the quantities of water to be obtained from avail-
-15 able sources, its quality, the best methods of protecting
16 the purity of the water, the construction, operation and
17 maintenance of works for storing, conveying and purify-
-18 ing the water, the cost of the same, and damages to
19 property, and all other matters pertaining to the subject.
20 The commission shall have power to employ such
21 engineers and other assistants, including the procure-
-22 ment of the services of such consulting engineers, chem-
-23 ists or attorneys as may be necessary, and to incur such
24 expenses as may be necessary for carrying out the pro-
-25 visions of this resolve.

Appendix C.
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26 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in
27 the state house or elsewhere, may hold hearings, and
28 shall have the power to summon witnesses and to re-
-29 quire the production of books, records and papers and
30 the giving of testimony under oath.
31 The commission may expend for the purposes of this
32 resolve the unexpended balance of the amount appro-
-33 printed by item 0210-00 of section 2 of chapter 632 of
34 the acts of 1952, and such additional amounts as may be
35 appropriated therefor.
36 Said commission shall report fully with plans and esti-
-37 mates to the general court by filing the same with the
38 clerk of the senate on or before May 1, nineteen hun-
-39 dred and fifty-seven, including in its report drafts of any
40 legislation recommended by it.


