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To accompany the petition of Charles W. Hedges for legislation to provide
further for absent voting. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act further providing for absent voting.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled

,
and by the authority of the same,

as follows:
1 Section 1. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 89, as most recently amended
3 by section 3 of chapter 404 of the acts of 1936, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 89. The blank form of application set forth in
6 clause ib) of section eighty-seven, and the other papers de-
-7 scribed in clause (e) of said section, shall, as soon as they
8 can be prepared, be delivered to any person who by mail or
9 otherwise applies therefor to the state secretary or to any city

10 or town clerk, except a person known by the state secretary
11 or said clerk to be in a penal institution under sentence. The
12 official absent voting ballot and all other papers described in
13 said section shall be mailed, postage prepaid, or, in case of
14 voters who apply for such ballots for the reason that on the
15 day of the biennial state election they will be on the high
16 seas in the prosecution of the business of fishing or as mari-
-17 ners, or voters who by reason of physical disability are un-
-18 able to cast their votes in person, delivered, when called for
19 by the voter or a person authorized by him by a writing
20 signed under the penalties of perjury, by city and town
21 clerks to all voters, except those in a penal institution under
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22 sentence, who seasonably file with them, either directly or
23 through the state secretary, the application set forth in said
24 clause (6), after the same is certified by the registrars and re-
-25 turned to the clerk, as provided in section ninety-one. No
26 such application made by a voter for the reason that on the
27 day of the biennial state election he will be on the high seas
28 in the prosecution of the business of fishing or as a mariner
29 shall be deemed to be seasonably filed hereunder unless the
30 affidavit of the master set forth in said clause (6) is duly ex-
-31 ecuted. Any voter who has received the blank form of said
32 application under this section may file said application with
33 the city or town clerk.

1 Section 2. Section 92 of said chapter 54 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the first sentence, as appearing in section 4 of
3 chapter 466 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following sentence; A voter who has received an offi-
-5 cial absent voting ballot as provided in section eighty-nine
6 may vote by mailing the same to the city or town clerk, or,
7 if on the day of the biennial state election he will be on the
8 high seas in the prosecution of the business of fishing or as a
9 mariner, or unable by reason of disability to cast his vote in

10 person, by delivering the same, personally or by a person au-
-11 thorized by him by a writing signed under the penalties of
12 perjury, to such cWk.


