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To accompany the petition of Edward F. Bland, M.D., president of the
Mass. Heart Association, and others for legislation to authorize certain licensed
institutions to obtain lost and strayed animals from animal pounds for the
purpose of scientific investigation, experiment or instruction. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act authorizing certain licensed institutions to
OBTAIN LOST AND STRAYED ANIMALS FROM ANIMAL POUNDS
FOR THE PURPOSE OF SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION, EXPERI-
MENT OR INSTRUCTION.

1 Whereas, The public health and safety require the use of
2 animals in connection with the diagnosis and treatment of
3 human and animal diseases, the advancement of veterinary,
4 dental, medical, biological and related sciences, and the
5 testing, improvement and standardization of biological prod-
-6 nets, laboratory specimens, pharmaceuticals and drugs; and
7 Whereas, Properly conducted scientific experiments on
8 animals are necessary for the welfare of mankind and for
9 the increase of knowledge relating to the causes, nature,

10 prevention, control and cure of diseases of men and ani-
-11 mals; and
12 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
13 to defeat its purpose, which is to make immediately avail-
-14 able the results of such experiments;
15 Therefore, It is hereby declared to be an emergency law
16 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
17 health.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after
2 chapter 49 the following chapter:
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4 Use of Certain Animals for Scientific Investigation.
5 Section 1. The following words as used in this chapter,
6 unless the context otherwise requires, shall have the follow-
-7 ing meanings:
8 “Animal”, the dog and the cat specifically as well as all
9 other sentient creatures other than man.

10 “Animal pound”, any establishment or individual which
11 confines, cares for or disposes of seized, lost or strayed ani-
-12 mals pursuant to contract or other arrangement with any
13 city or town or other public authority, and any officer ap-
-14 pointed under sections one hundred and thirty-six A to one
15 hundred and seventy-four, inclusive, of chapter one hun-
-16 dred and forty, as now or hereafter amended, to enforce
17 the laws relating to dogs.
18 “Commissioner”, the commissioner of public health.
19 “Impounded animal”, any animal in the custody of an
20 animal pound.
21 “Institution”, any institution operated by the United
22 States or by the commonwealth or a political subdivision
23 thereof, or any school or college of medicine, public health,
24 dentistry, pharmacy, veterinary medicine or agriculture,
25 medical diagnostic laboratory, hospital, or other educa-
-26 tional or scientific establishment within the commonwealth
27 above the rank of secondary school, which, in connection
28 with any of its activities, investigates or gives instruction
29 concerning the structure or functions of living organisms,
30 the causes, prevention, control or cure of diseases or ab-
-31 normal conditions of human beings or animals, or concern-
-32 ing biologicals, drugs or other pharmaceuticals, or any
33 person, firm or corporation which is engaged within the
34 commonwealth in the manufacture, testing or development
35 of, or research in, biologicals, drugs or other pharmaceuticals.
36 “License”, the authority given by the commissioner to
37 obtain live impounded animals from any animal pound in
38 the commonwealth.
39 “Licensee”, any institution granted a license by the
40 commissioner.
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41 “Owner”, any person who proves his ownership of an
42 animal by the possession of a current and valid license or
43 other satisfactory proof of ownership.
44 Section 2. (a) An institution may apply to the commis-
-45 sioner for a license to obtain impounded animals from ani-
-46 mal pounds in the commonwealth for the purpose of scien-
-47 tific investigation, experiment or instruction or for the
48 testing of drugs or medicines. On receipt of such an appli-
-49 cation the commissioner shall make such investigation as
50 he may deem proper or may by regulation provide to de-
-51 termine whether the public interest would be served by the
52 issue of a license to the institution. The commissioner
53 shall issue a license to the institution unless, after notice
54 and hearing, he finds that the institution, by reason of its
55 standards, facilities, practices or activities, is not a fit and
56 proper agency to receive a license and that the issue of a
57 license is not in the public interest.
58 (5) Each license shall expire on the June thirtieth next
59 following the date of its issue. The commissioner shall an-
60 nually renew each license upon the application of the li-
-61 censee unless, after notice and hearing, he finds that by
62 reason of the standards, facilities, practices or activities of
63 the licensee, the renewal of such license is not in the public
64 interest.
65 Section 3. (a) It shall be the duty of any animal pound
66 to deliver from among the available impounded animals on
67 the application of a licensee such number and kinds of ani-
-68 mals as the licensee may specify as being required for the
69 purpose of scientific investigation, experiment or instruction,
70 or for the testing of drugs or medicines. If an application
71 or applications are made on an animal pound for a greater
72 number of animals of any kind than it then has available
73 for delivery to licensees, such animal pound shall deliver
74 all available animals to such applicant or applicants and
75 shall thereafter withhold from execution and deliver to such
76 applicant or applicants from time to time all unclaimed
77 and unredeemed impounded animals of the kinds so re-
-78 quired until it has honored all pending applications by
79 licensees.
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80 (b ) No animal shall be available for delivery to a licensee
81 unlesi
82 (1) It has been impounded for such minimum time as
83 may be required before execution under then existing law;
84 and
85 (2) It has not, prior to delivery to the licensee, been
86 claimed and redeemed by its owner or by any individual
87 who personally desires it as a pet and has paid the neces-
88 sary tax and fees and the reasonable expenses of the ani-
89 mal’s detention.
90 (c) No animal pound shall deliver to any licensee any
91 animal which has been delivered to such animal pound by
92 its owner with a signed request for its immediate execution.
93 Section 4- A licensee shall at its own expense return to
94 the animal pound from which it was obtained any animal
95 delivered to it in accordance with the provisions of this
96 act and subsequently identified, claimed and redeemed by
97 its owner, but the licensee shall not be liable to the owner
98 for any injury to or illness or subsequent death of any such
99 animal, whether resulting from transit, experiment or any

100 other cause
101 Section 5. Each licensee shall pay such reasonable fee
102 as is required by regulations promulgated hereunder to re-
103 imburse the animal pound for the prior maintenance of the
104 animals delivered to such licensee. Each licensee shall pro-
105 vide at its own expense for the transportation from the
106 animal pounds of animals secured by virtue of its license.
107 No licensee shall be required to pay any other license or
108 other fee for animals delivered to it.
109 Section 6. The commissioner, after notice and hearing,
110 may revoke the license granted an institution (1) if the in-
-111 stitution has violated any provision of this chapter or any
112 rule or regulation promulgated hereunder; or (2) if the
113 standards, facilities, practices or activities of the licensee
114 are such that the continued exercise by such licensee of the
115 rights conferred by the license would not be in the public
116 interest.
117 Section 7. The commissioner shall have the power to
118 adopt such rules and regulations, not inconsistent with
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this chapter and the constitutions and laws of the com-
monwealth and of the United States, as may be necessary
to carry into effect the provisions of this chapter. He shall
have the right, whenever he deems it advisable, to visit in
person or by agent or agents designated by him, any licensee
or institution which has applied for a license, for the pur-
pose of determining whether the requirements of this chap-
ter for the granting, continuance or renewal of a license are
being met.
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Section 8. The commissioner may, subject to appropria-
tion, incur such expenses as may be necessary to enable
him to exercise and perform the powers and duties conferred
and imposed upon him by this chapter.
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Section 9. Whoever knowingly violates any of the pro-
visions of this chapter or any rules or regulations promul-
gated thereunder shall be punished by a fine of not more
than one hundred dollars for each offence.
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Section 10. If any provision of this chapter or the appli-
cation thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid,
such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applica-
tions of the chapter which can be given effect without the
invalid provision or application, and to this end the provi-
sions of this chapter are declared to be severable.
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Section 11. This chapter shall be so interpreted and con-
strued as to effect its general purpose to make available to
institutions qualified as licensees hereunder, for the purpose
of scientific investigation, experiment or instruction, or for
the testing of drugs or medicines, unclaimed and unredeemed
animals impounded in animal pounds within the common-
wealth.
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