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To accompany the petition of the Cambridge Tenants’ Council, by Benedict
FitzGerald, for legislation relative to the reporting of increased rental income
by owners of multiple apartment houses in the city of Cambridge. Mercantile
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act relative to having owners op multiple apartment

HOUSES OF POUR OR MORE APARTMENTS SITUATED IN THE
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE REPORT INCREASED RENTAL INCOME TO
THE BOARD Of ASSESSORS Of SAID CITY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Owners of apartment house dwellings of four
2 or more apartments situated in the city of Cambridge shall
3 notify the board of assessors of said city in writing the per-
-4 centage increase in income from rents they have had during
5 the year nineteen hundred and fifty-six over and above the
6 rent level existing on December thirty-first, nineteen hundred
7 and fifty-five.

1 Section 2. Federal and state laws had allowed apartment
2 house owners a twenty per cent increase in rents until the rent
3 control law in the commonwealth of Massachusetts termi-
-4 nated. It was generally deemed reasonable that a further rent
5 increase of ten per cent, making an overall rent increase of
6 thirty per cent would cause no undue hardship to tenants if
7 put into effect by apartment house owners during the year
8 nineteen hundred and fifty-six. Therefore, owners of multiple
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9 apartment houses of four or more apartments situated in the
10 city of Cambridge who have exceeded said thirty per cent
11 overall increase from rents during the year nineteen hundred
12 and fifty-six may have the assessment of their property or
13 properties increased in the same percentile proportion that
14 they have increased their rents beyond said thirty per cent,
15 and the board of assessors of the city of Cambridge may pro-
-16 ceed with such increased assessments levied on owners, sub-
-17 ject to hearings which may be given by said assessors to
18 aggrieved persons on petition of those aggrieved, said petition
19 to be given in writing to said board of assessors within thirty
20 of notice of increase in assessment given by said board
21 of assessors.

1 Section 3. Within sixty days of the passage of this act,
2 owners of apartment house dwellings of four or more apart-
-3 ments situated in the city of Cambridge shall notify the board
4 of assessors of the city of Cambridge in writing what per-
-5 centage increase in income if any, they have had from in-
-6 creased rents of such apartment dwellings situated in said
7 city.

1 Section 4. If the owner of a multiple apartment house
2 dwelling having four or more apartments situated in the city
3 of Cambridge fails to notify the board of assessors of said
4 city within sixty days of the passage of this act, he shall be
5 subject to a fine of twenty-five dollars a day for each and every
6 dav he is in default.


