
SENATE 331

To accompany the petition of the Cambridge Tenants’ Council, by Benedict
FitzGerald, for legislation relative to the maintenance of proper and decent
standards of housing in multiple apartment houses in the city of Cambridge.
Mercantile Affairs.

*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act relative to the maintenance of proper and decent
STANDARDS OF HOUSING IN MULTIPLE APARTMENT HOUSES IN
THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Each apartment in multiple apartment houses
2 of four or more apartments situated in the city of Cambridge,
3 for sanitary reason, and in the interests of health, morale and
4 well-being of a tenant therein residing, shall have its ceilings,
5 walls and floors refurbished as with paint, paper or other
6 appropriate material by the owner thereof, at the behest of a
7 tenant occupying such an apartment, or, as much of said
8 apartment shall be refurbished as shall be deemed necessary
9 by said tenant for his comfort and convenience, the same to

10 take effect at any convenient time from March first to June
11 first, nineteen hundred and fifty-seven. Tenants may re-

A

#l2 quire a repetition of said refurbishing after they will have
13 occupied said apartments for a period of two full years upon
14 notification of same to be given to said owner in writing.

1 Section 2. When a vacancy of an apartment occurs in
2 said apartment house, the owner shall cause such an apart-
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3 meat to be redecorated before any new tenant shall take
4 possession thereof.

1 Section 3. All facilities pertaining to the decent and
2 proper habitancy of any apartment in the city of Cambridge
3 bjr any tenant thereof shall be maintained by the owner,
4 including all agreed upon and necessary services appertain-
-5 ing thereto.

1 Section 4. Failure of an owner of any apartment situated
2 in the city of Cambridge to maintain proper and decent
3 facilities and services for tenants may be reported by said
4 tenants to the board of health of said city which shall notify
5 such defaulting owner in writing, and if, after ten days shall
6 have elapsed without appropriate action having been taken
7 by said owner, the said board of health shall fine such de-
-8 faulting owner a sum of not more than twenty-five dollars a
9 day for each and eveiy day beyond ten days that such failure

10 shall continue.


