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Senate. February 18, 1957.

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1566) of George Fin-
gold that district courts be authorized to dispose of complaints
against minors otherwise than by binding them over to the Su-
perior Court, report the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 557).

For the committee,

SILVIO O. CONTE.

Representative Finnegan of Lowell dissents
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act providing for the imposition of non-criminal fines
UPON JUVENILES for violation of the motor vehicle
LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 58 the following section:
3 Section 58A. If, under the foregoing section, a child is
4 adjudged a delinquent child by reason of having violated
5 any statute, by-law, ordinance or regulation relating to the
6 operation of motor vehicles, the court may place the case on
7 file, or may place the child in the care of a probation officer,
8 or may commit him to the custody of the Youth Service
9 Board, as provided in the foregoing section, and may require

10 restitution as provided in section sixty-two of this chapter;
11 and in addition to or in lieu of such disposition, the court
12 may impose upon such child a fine not exceeding the amount
13 of the fine authorized for the violation of such statute, by-
-14 law, ordinance or regulation. Any fine imposed under the
15 authority of this section shall be collected, recovered and
16 paid over in the manner provided by chapters two hundred
17 and seventy-nine and two hundred and eighty; provided,
18 however, that if any child shall neglect, fail or refuse to pay
19 a fine imposed under this section, he may be arrested upon
20 order of the court and brought before the court, which may
21 thereupon place him in the care of a probation officer or com-
-22 mit him to the custody of the Youth Service Board; but no
23 such child shall be committed to any jail, house of correction,
24 or correctional institution of the commonwealth. The pro-
-25 visions of section sixty and sixty A of this chapter shall apply
26 to any case disposed of under his section; provided, however,
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27 that the court shall provide the registrar of motor vehicles
28 with an abstract of every such adjudication and disposition,
29 in the manner provided by section twenty-seven of chapter
30 ninety; and provided, further, that such adjudication and
31 disposition shall be admissible as evidence in any proceeding
32 for the revocation or restoration of the child’s license to oper-
-33 ate a motor vehicle and for the cancellation of a motor ve-
-34 hide insurance policy covering the vehicle operated by such
35 child, and in any action of tort arising out of the negligent
36 operation of a motor vehicle by said child, to the same extent
37 that such evidence would be admissible if said child were an
38 adult.
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