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Resolve further reviving and continuing the Special Commission estab-
lished to Investigate and Study the Feasibility of establishing a South-
eastern Massachusetts Water District and increasing the Scope of
Such Commission.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, established by chapter fifty-four
of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-one and most recently revived and con-
tinued by chapter seventy-one of the resolves of nineteen hundred and-fifty-four,
to investigate and stud}- the advisability and feasibility of establishing a south-
eastern Massachusetts water district, is hereby further revived and continued for
the purpose of further considering that subject, as well as any legislation or informa-
tion in connection therewith which may be presented by any of the municipalities
in the counties of Bristol and Plymouth, as to their individual water problems; as
well as all questions relating to the quantities of water to be obtained from avail-
able sources, its quality, the best methods of protecting the purity of the water,
the construction, operation and maintenance of works for storing, conveying and
purifying the water, the cost of the same, and damages to property, and all other
matters pertaining to the subject and the subject matter of current house docu-
ment numbered eight hundred and forty-three.

The commission shall have power to employ such engineers and other assistants,
including the procurement of the services of such consulting engineers, chemists or
attorneys as may be necessary, and to incur such expenses as may be necessary for
carrying out the provisions of this resolve.

Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere,
may hold hearings, and shall have the power to summon witnesses and to require
the production of books, records and papers and the giving of testimony under oath.

The commission may expend for the purposes of this resolve the balance availably
in item 0210-00 of section 2 of chapter 632 of the acts of 1952, and such other sums
as may be appropriated therefor.

Said commission shall report fully with plans and estimates to the general court
by filing the same with the clerk of the senate on or before May first, nineteen
hundred and fifty-seven, including in its report drafts of any legislation recom-
mended by it. Approved March 1, 1956.

Chap. 27
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

Resolve increasing the Scope of the Special Commission established to
Investigate and Study the Feasibility of establishing a Southeastern
Massachusetts Water District.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, established by chapter fifty-four
of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-one and most recently revived and con-
tinued by chapter twenty-seven of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-six,
to investigate and study the advisability and feasibility of establishing a South-
eastern Massachusetts Water District, shall, in the course of its investigation and
study, consider the subject matter of current house document numbered 923,
relative to affecting the authorization of the city of New Bedford to supply water
to the town of Dartmouth, and the subject matter of current house document
numbered 2645, relative to affecting the protection of the water supply, present
and future, of the town of Dartmouth. Approved April 12, 1967.
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RESOLVE EXTENDING THE SCOPE OF THE
COMMISSION.

Chap. 39.



May 1, 195

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The Southeastern Massachusetts Water District Commission,
created under chapter 54 of the Resolves of 1951, and further ex-
tended by chapter 81 (the scope of which was increased by chap-
ter 83) of the Resolves of 1952, and which was revived and con-
tinued by chapter 71 of the Resolves of 1954 (the scope of which was
further increased by chapter 141 of the Resolves of 1955), and which
was most recently revived and continued by chapter 27 of the
Resolves of 1956 (the scope of which was most recently increased
by chapter 39 of the Resolves of 1957), herewith submits its third
preliminary report.

As previously noted in another report (see Senate, No. 472 of
1956), your Commission felt it mandatory that certain studies and

investigations be made by qualified experts in the various fields,
namely, the quantity of ground water available for use in southeast-
ern Massachusetts and ways and means of purifying water in certain
areas used for recreation so as to permit such recreation in those
ponds, if possible

Such studies were authorized to be made by the Department of
Public Health and the Special Commission on Ground Wat
which the General Court in its wisdom saw fit to create to study
the ground-water possibilities in the area involved (see Resolve
No. 55 of 1954 and Resolve No. 67 of 1954) as well as the question
of purifying the drinking water in recreational areas.

It was also previously recommended by your Commission that thefc
Metropolitan District Commission make a study and report on the
possibilities and feasibilities of extending the Metropolitan District
Commission into the area southeast of Boston. Such a study also
was authorized by the General Court (see chapter 54 of the Resol
of 1954) which made two reports (Senate, No. 615 of 1955 and
Senate, No. 860 of 1955) that have been referred to your Com-
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mission for its assistance. These two reports resulted in certain
recommendations made by your Commission in its report to the
General Court on January 4, 1956 (Senate, No. 472).

The report of the Department of Public Health on purity o
water supplies in the counties of Plymouth and Bristol has not yet
been received by your Commission for its assistance in completing a
final report.

Furthermore chapter 39 of the Resolves of 1957 which was signed
b}T the Governor into law on April 12, 1957, further extends the
scope of your Commission to include a study of the subject matter

iupplies of the city of New Bedfordof two bills concerning the wate
and the town of Dartmouth.

This whole matter of shortar of water supplies has become far
more acute throughout the counties of Bristol and Plymouth during
the last five years than it was at the time your Commission was
authorized to make its study, so much so that a Water Resources
Board has been established in the Commonwealth and this problem
is also being studied nationally by a permanent Board, indicating
the importance of this subject matter throughout the United
States.

Needless to say your Commission could not possibly investigate,
study and report to the General Court on all these matters before
May 1, 1957, and, therefore, it recommends the passage of the ap-
pended legislation reviving and continuing your Commission and
that the time for filing a final report be extended to May 1, 1958.
(See appended legislation to this end.)

Respectfully submitted

EDWARD C. STONE,
Ch

FRANK B. OLIVEIRA
Vice-Ci

MARY L. FONSECA.
THEOPHILE J. DesROCIII
GILBERT M. COROA.
ALBERT P. DOYLE.
FREDERICK W. GOW
CLARENCE I. STERLING, Ji
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

Resolve further reviving and continuing the special com-
mission ESTABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE AND STUDY THE FEASI-

BILITY OF ESTABLISHING A SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS

WATER DISTRICT AND INCREASING THE SCOPE OF SUCH COM-
MISSION

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, established by
2 chapter fifty-four of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-
-3 one and most recently revived and continued by chapter twenty-
-4 seven of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-six, to in-
-5 vestigate and study the advisability and feasibility of establishing
6 a southeastern Massachusetts water district, is hereby further
7 revived and continued for the purpose of further considering
8 that subject, as well as any legislation or information in connec-
-9 tion therewith which may be presented by any of the munici-

10 palities in the counties of Bristol and Plymouth, as to their
11 individual water problems; as well as all questions relating to the
12 quantities of water to be obtained from available sources, its
13 quality, the best methods of protecting the purity of the water,
14 the construction, operation and maintenance of works for storing,
15 conveying and purifying the water, the cost of the same, and
16 damages to property, and all other matters pertaining to the
17 subject and the subject matter of house document numbered 843
18 of nineteen hundred and fifty-six, and house documents num-
-19 bered 923 and 2645 of nineteen hundred and fifty-seven.
20 The commission shall have the power to employ such en-
-21 gineers and other assistants, including the procurement of the
22 services of such consulting engineers, chemists or attorneys as

Appendix A.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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23 may be necessary, and to incur such expenses as may be neces
sary for carrying out the provisions of this resolve.24

25 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state
house or elsewhere, may hold hearings, and shall have the
power to summon witnesses and to require the production of
books, records and papers and the giving of testimony under
oath.

26
27
28
29

The commission may expend for the purposes of this resolve
the balance available in item 0210-00 of section two of chapter
six hundred and thirty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and
fifty-two, and such other sums as may be appropriated therefor.

30
31
32
33

Said commission shall report fully with plans and estimates to
the general court by filing the same with the clerk of the senate
on or before May first, nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, includ-
ing in its report drafts of any legislation recommended by it.

34
35
36
37








