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Military Divisi

The Adjutant General’s Office
905 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 15, Mass., November 6, 1957.

Honorable Edward J. Cronin, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House,
Boston.

Dear Mr. Secretary : In accordance with the provisions
of sections 33 and 33A of chapter 30 of the General Laws, as
amended, and for the reasons cited below, I am attaching two
drafts of bills for submission to the next session of the General
Court.

Very truly yours,

WILLIAM H. HARRISON, Jr
Major General, A. G. C., Mass N. G

The Adjutant General.
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1. Drajt of Bill entitled “An Act increasing the Number of
issistant Adjutants General and for Other Purposes.” Since the

enactment of chapter 590, acts of 1954, amending chapter 33 of
the General Laws of the Commonwealth, the administrative, per-
sonnel, logistical and training responsibilities incident to the Air
National Guard have substantially and progressively increased
so as to place an unduly heavy workload on this office. This
condition has been occasioned by the following factors:

(a) Enlargement of Headquarters, Massachusetts Air National
Guard, so as to provide adequate administrative support and
supervision of the Air National Guard of Massachusetts, includ-
ing a permanent field training site which is utilized by the Air
National Guard of Massachusetts and eight other States for
their annual field training.

(b) A complete separation of Air National Guard personnel,
administrative, fiscal, training, logistics, policies and procedures
from those of the Army National Guard, in accordance with
existing law and regulations and as directed by the Department
of Defense.

(c) Maintenance of all current records for over 3,000 Air Na
tional Guardsmen.

There is a definite requirement for an Assistant Adjutant Gen-
eral to directly supervise and implement policies governing the
personnel, administration, training and logistics of the Air Na-
tional Guard and to act as adviser to The Adjutant General on
all Air National Guard problems.

2. Draft of Bill entitled “An Act providing for Compe7isation to
Dependents of Certain Officers or Enlisted Persons of the Armed
Forces of the Commonwealth whose Death resulted from Injuries
while on Certain ‘Duties'.” The Militia Law as it now stands
(sections 88, 90, chapter 33 of the General Laws, as amended)
provides that a member of the National Guard who is injured
or becomes ill while on state duty, shall receive compensation in
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an amount to be determined by a Board of Officers; that in cases
of death his dependents are to be compensated in accordance
with Workmen’s Compensation rates.

The Board is required to take into account any compensation
received by the claimant or his dependents from the United States
Government.

Usually a claimant injured while on state duty receives no
compensation from the Federal Government. However, in some
cases, where there is a dual status, compensation may be due
from both services. The present statute is not clear whether re-
ceipt of federal compensation bars the claimant or mitigates the
amount received.

It is proposed that section 88 of chapter 33 be amended to
clarify the status of the claimant, and to add a provision which
would insure the dependents of a certain sum regardless of fed-
eral compensation in cases of dual status. The federal compen-
sation in such cases is often inadequate and uncertain, varying
with military grade and circumstances.

The proposed change would provide a uniform, certain and
equitable compensation and would preclude the necessity for
private bills for relief.
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