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Department of Natural Resources
15 Ashburton Place, Boston 8, November 5, 1957

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter 30
of the General Laws, as amended, I herewith submit recom-
mendations of the Commissioner for the year 1958, together with
drafts of the bills embodying the legislation. The bills have been
submitted to the Counsel to the House of Representatives for
advice and assistance as to the form thereof.

Sincerely yours,

No. 60HOUSE

€U Commoniuealti) of sgassacinisctts;

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Commissioner of Natural Resources.
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. An Act to promote Co-operative Insect Pest and Dutch

Elm Disease Control.

The present problems of insect pest and Dutch elm disease
control cannot be adequately met under the present laws, many
of which are not effective under present-day conditions. A com-
plete revision of these laws is required to promote better co-
operation between the Commonwealth and the cities and towns
to protect the woodlands and shade trees of the state.

2. An Act relative to County Forestry Projects.

This recommendation is designed to clarify the agreements
already existing between the Commonwealth and several of the
counties where co-operative projects are in operation. It will
provide for a definite understanding of the terms of these agree-
ments.

3. An Act relative to Certain Positions in the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

The conservation helpers now employed in the department are
non-civil service, thus ineligible to take promotional examina-
tions. Of approximately seventy-three conservation helpers now
in the employ of the department forty-eight of them now have
five or more years’ service. Most of these positions require ar-
duous work, frequently dealing with the public in various ca-
pacities with considerable responsibility and yet no sense of
security.

It will be noted that the bill calls for putting the helper under
civil service and that a new position be set up to be known as
conservation helper (seasonal).

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER.
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4. An Act to substitute the Chairman of the Water
Resources Commission or his Designated Representa-
tive for the Director of Sanitary Engineering and
Chief Sanitary Engineer of the Department of Pub-
lic Health as a Member of the Merrimack River
Valley Flood Control Commission.

When chapter 692 of the acts of 1957 was enacted the water
resources commission was not in existence, and as a result the
director and chief sanitary engineer of the department of public
health was designated as one of the Massachusetts commissioners
even though flood control has not been one of his primary re-
sponsibilities. It is therefore recommended that the chairman of
the water resources commission or his designated representative
be substituted similar to the precedent established by the
1957 session of the general court for the Thames River Valley
Interstate Flood Control Compact.

5. An Act to substitute the Chairman of the Water Re-
sources Commission or his Designated Representa-
tive for the Director and Chief Sanitary Engineer
of the Department of Public Health as a Member
of the Connecticut River Valley Flood Control
Commission.

When chapter 608 of the acts of 1956 was enacted the water
resources commission was not in existence, and as a result the
director and chief sanitary engineer of the department of public
health was designated as one of the Massachusetts commissioners
even though flood control has not been one of his primary re-
sponsibilities. It is therefore recommended that the chairman
of the water resources commission or his designated representa-
tive be substituted similar to the precedent established by the
1957 session of the general court for the Thames River Valley
Interstate Flood Control Compact.
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6. An Act to include the Chairman of the Water Re-
sources Commission as a Member of the New England

Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission and
TO REDUCE FROM FOUR TO THREE THE NUMBER OF COM-
MISSIONERS TO BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR.

With the establishment of the water resources commission,
which includes in its membership six agency heads who have re-
sponsiblity for some aspect of water usage, the best interests of
the Commonwealth would be served by having the chairman of
the water resources commission represented on the New England
Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission. The other sig-
natory states of the compact usually include in their membership
their representative of the water resources agency.


