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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act relative to the admissibility of records of hospi-

tals, DISPENSARIES OR CLINICS AND SANATORIA.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 233 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 79, as most recently amended by chapter
3 74 of the acts of 1948, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section;
5 Section 79. Records kept by hospitals, dispensaries or
6 clinics and sanatoria under section seventy of chapter one
7 hundred and eleven shall be admissible, and records which
8 the court finds are required to be kept by the laws of any
9 other state or territory, or the District of Columbia, or by the

10 laws and regulations of the United States of America pertain-
-11 ing to the department of national defense and the veterans
12 administration, by hospitals, dispensaries or clinics and sana-
13 toria similarly conducted or operated or which, being incor-

*l4 porated, offer treatment free of charge, may be admitted by
15 the court, in its discretion, as evidence in the courts of the com-

-16 monwealth so far as such records relate to the treatment and
17 medical history of such cases and the court may, in its dis-
-18 cretion, admit copies of such records, if certified by the per-
-19 sons in custody thereof to be true and complete; but nothing
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20 therein contained shall be admissible as evidence which has
21 reference to the question of liability. Copies of photographic
22 or microphotographic records so kept by hospitals, dispen-
-23 saries or clinics and sanatoria, when duly certified by the per-
-24 son in charge of the hospital, dispensary or clinic or sana-
-25 torium, shall be admitted in evidence equally with the original
26 photographs or microphotographs.
27 A record kept by any hospital, dispensary or clinic, or sana-
-28 torium under section seventy of chapter one hundred and
29 eleven which is required to be produced in court by any party
30 shall be certified by the affidavit of the person in custody
31 thereof to be a true and complete record, and shall be deliv-
-32 ered by such hospital, dispensary or clinic or sanatorium to
33 the clerk of such court, who shall keep the same in his custody
34 until its production is called for at the trial or hearing by the
35 party requiring the said record. Such record, so certified and
36 delivered shall be deemed to be sufficiently identified to be
37 admissible in evidence if admissible in all other respects. The
38 party requiring the production of said record and, in the dis-
-39 cretion of the court, any other party may examine said record
40 in the custody of the clerk at any time before it is produced
41 in court. The clerk upon the completion of such trial or
42 hearing shall notify such hospital, dispensary or clinic or sana-
-43 torium that said record is no longer required and will be re-
-44 turned to any authorized representative of the hospital, dis-
-45 pensary or clinic or sanatorium calling for the same at the
46 office of said clerk.


