
Chapter 276. AN ACT ESTABLISHING A CRIME OF RESISTING A POLICE 
OFFICER MAKING A LAWFUL ARREST 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 268 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section 32A, 
as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, the following section:-

Section 32B. (a) A person commits the crime of resisting arrest if he knowingly 
prevents or attempts to prevent a police officer, acting under color of his official authority, 
from effecting an arrest of the actor or another, by: 

(1) using or threatening to use physical force or violence against the police officer 
or another; or 

(2) using any other means which creates a substantial risk of causing bodily injury 
to such police officer or another. 

(b) It shall not be a defense to a prosecution under this section that the police officer 
was attempting to make an arrest which was unlawful, if he was acting under color of his 
official authority, and in attempting to make the arrest he was not resorting to unreasonable 
or excessive force giving rise to the right of self-defense. A police officer acts under the 
color of his official authority when, in the regular course of assigned duties, he is called upon 
to make, and does make, a judgment in good faith based upon surrounding facts and 
circumstances that an arrest should be made by him. 

(c) The term "police officer" as used in this section shall mean a police officer in 
uniform or, if out of uniform, one who has identified himself by exhibiting his credentials 
as such police officer while attempting such arrest. 

(d) Whoever violates this section shall be punished by imprisonment in a jail or 
house of correction for not more than two and one-half years or a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars, or both. 

Approved November 22, 1995. 

Chapter 277. AN ACT RELATIVE TO BOND AUTHORIZATIONS FOR CERTAIN 
EMERGENCY CAPITAL PROJECTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which 
is to provide for emergency capital repairs and certain emergency acquisitions, therefore it 
is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. To provide for a capital outlay program for certain equipment 
purchases, repairs, improvements, construction, reconstruction and for the acquisition of 
development rights to certain properties, the sums set forth in sections two, two A, two B, 
two C, and two D of this act are hereby made available from the General Capital Projects 
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