
Chap. 288 

Section 1 of chapter 286 of the acts of 1951 is hereby amended by striking out the 
last sentence, added by section 1 of chapter 704 of the acts of 1974, and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence:- The members of the commission shall receive an annual 
salary of four thousand dollars. 

Approved December 5, 1995. 

Chapter 289. AN ACT RELATIVE TO EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS FOR 
POLICE CHIEFS 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 41 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 
section 108N, as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, the following section-

Section 108 O. Any city or town acting through its appointing authority, may 
establish an employment contract for the salary, fringe benefits, and other conditions of 
employment, including but not limited to, severance pay, relocation expenses, 
reimbursement for expenses incurred in the performance of his duties or office, liability 
insurance, conditions of discipline, termination, dismissal, and reappointment, performance 
standards and leave for its police chief, or a person performing such duties having a different 
title. In communities where said police chief is subject to the provisions of chapter 
thirty-one, the provisions of chapter thirty-one shall prevail when the provisions of this 
section conflict with the provisions of said chapter thirty-one. 

Said contract shall prevail over any conflicting provision of any local personnel 
by-law, ordinance, rule or regulation. In addition to the benefits provided municipal 
employees under chapters thirty-two and thirty-two B, said contract may provide for 
supplemental retirement and insurance benefits. 

Nothing contained in this section shall affect the appointment powers of any city or 
town over its police chief, or such person performing such duties with a different title. In 
the absence of any conflicting provisions in an employment contract, nothing contained in 
this section shall affect the removal powers of any city or town over its police chief or such 
person performing such duties with a different title. 

Nothing contained in this section shall grant tenure to such officer, nor shall it 
abridge the provisions of section sixty-seven of chapter forty-four. If there is no 
employment contract in force, and if the police chief has an appointment for a term, the 
appointing authority shall give such chief at least one year's written notice if it decides not 
to reappoint said chief. 

SECTION 2. Any provisions of said contract shall prevail over the conflicting 
provisions of a city or town charter. 

SECTION 3. Section two shall take effect in a city upon its acceptance in the 
following manner: in a city having a council-manager charter, by majority vote of its city 
council and upon the approval of the city manager; and in any other city, by majority vote 
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of the city council and upon the approval of the mayor. 
This section shall take effect in a town upon its acceptance in the following 

manner: upon the approval of the board of selectmen and upon approval by the majority of 
the voters voting in the affirmative for the following question presented to the voters of the 
town at an election of said town: "Shall the town accept subsection 2 of section 108(0) of 
chapter 41 of the Massachusetts General Laws, which provides that any provision of a police 
chiefs employment contract shall prevail over any conflicting provision of the town 
charter?". 

Approved December 7, 1995. 

Chapter 290. AN ACT REGULATING THE POSSESSION AND USE OF 
FERRETS 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 131 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out section 77, as 
appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following section-

Section 77. A person may possess a ferret (mustela furo or mustela putorium furo) 
for the following purposes:-

(1) As a household pet; provided, however, that such pet has been at the time of 
purchase neutered or spayed and has received inoculation against distemper and rabies or 
other inoculations that the director may require; and provided, further, that evidence of 
neutering, spaying and inoculation is kept available for inspection by the director. 

(2) For breeding; provided, however, that no person shall possess a ferret for 
breeding purposes without obtaining a license from the director, which shall be renewed 
every year at a fee to be determined by the secretary of administration and finance which 
shall not be less than one thousand dollars. Breeders licensed under this section shall be 
allowed to offer for either wholesale or retail sale ferrets that are the offspring of animals 
propagated or maintained by the breeder; provided, however, that such ferrets offered for 
wholesale and retail sale are neutered or spayed and have received inoculations against 
distemper and rabies or other inoculations that the director may require, and evidence of such 
neutering, spaying and inoculation is kept available by the seller for inspection by said 
director. 

(3) As required for research by a recognized research institution. Such research 
institutions shall be allowed to possess ferrets for breeding and research purposes and shall 
not be subject to the provisions of subparagraph (2); provided, however, that the offspring 
of such research breeding shall not be offered for sale or trade. 

(4) For education by a recognized educational institution; provided, however, that 
such ferret at the time of purchase has been neutered or spayed and has received inoculation 
against distemper and rabies or other inoculations that the director may require; and 
provided, further, that evidence of neutering, spaying and inoculation is kept available for 
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