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By Mr. Donlan of Boston, petition of the Massachusetts Safety Council and
Edmond J. Donlan relative to establishing a uniform traffic citation and audit
system in cases involving violation of certain motor vehicle laws. Highways and
Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act relative to establishing a uniform traffic citation
AND AUDIT SYSTEM IN CASES INVOLVING VIOLATION OF CERTAIN
MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out sections 27 and 29A and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:
4 Section 27. In cases involving violations of any statute,
5 by-law, ordinance or regulation relating to the operation or
6 control of motor vehicles other than violations of section
7 twenty A, the complaint and summons shall be in the form of a
8 uniform traffic citation. The uniform traffic citation shall be
9 consecutively numbered, and in quadruplicate on a form

10 approved by the administrative committee of the district
11 courts and the chief justice of the Boston municipal court.
12 The uniform traffic citation shall consist of four parts:
13 (1) the complaint, the reverse side of which shall be for the court
14 record; (2) the registry of motor vehicles record, which shall
15 be a copy of the complaint, and the reverse side of which shall
16 be for an abstract of the court record; (3) the police record,
17 which shall be a copy of the complaint, and the reverse side of
18 which shall be for a record of the disposition of the charge;
19 (4) the summons. The uniform traffic citation shall contain the
20 name and address of the alleged offender, the number of his
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21 license, if any, to operate a motor vehicle, the registration
22 number of the motor vehicle involved, the time and place of
23 such violation, and the specific offense charged.
24 Every district court and the Boston municipal court shall
25 provide uniform traffic citations, meeting the requirements of
26 this article, in books to the chief administrative officer of every
27 traffic enforcement agency serving the court district.
28 The chief administrative officer of every such traffic enforce-
-29 ment agency shall be responsible for the issuance of such books,
30 and shall maintain a record of every such book and each cita-
-31 tion contained therein issued to individual members of the
32 traffic enforcement agency, and shall require and retain a receipt
33 for every book so issued.
34 Every record of traffic citations required of the chief admin-
-35 istrative officer of the traffic enforcement agency shall be
36 audited quarterly by the court to which said summons are
37 returnable. Such audit shall contain information as to (1)
38 tickets assigned, (2) tickets issued by police officers, (3) tickets
39 disposed of, with disposition thereof, (4) tickets still pending, (5)
40 void, mutilated or destroyed tickets. A summary of such audit
41 and a summary of the disposition of traffic citations received by
42 such courts shall be reported quarterly to the administrative
43 committee of the district courts or the chief justice of the
44 Boston municipal court on a form approved by the adminis-
-45 trative committee of the district courts and the chief justice
46 of the Boston municipal court. A copy of such report shall be
47 forwarded to the registrar of motor vehicles.
48 It shall be the duty of any police officer, as defined in chapter
49 ninety, who observes any violation of any statute, by-law,
50 ordinance or regulation relating to the operation or control of
51 motor vehicles other than violations of section twenty A to
52 give notice forthwith to the alleged violator, such notice to
53 constitute a summons to appear before the court having juris-
-54 diction. Whenever it is not possible to deliver a copy of said
55 notice at the time and place of the alleged violation the sum-
-56 mons shall be mailed by registered mail within five days after
57 said violation to the address of the owner of the motor vehicle
58 involved. Such notices shall be signed by the police officer
59 observing such violation.
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Every police officer upon issuing a traffic citation to an
alleged violator shall deposit the complaint and the registry of
motor vehicles copy with the court having jurisdiction over the
alleged offense at a time not later than the beginning of the
next court day after the completion of his tour of duty.
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Upon the deposit of the complaint and the registry of motor
vehicles copy of such traffic citation with a court having juris-
diction over the alleged offense, said complaint of such traffic
citation shall be disposed of only by trial in said court or other
official action by a judge of said court.
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If any person fails to appear in accordance with the require-
ments of the summons that has been issued to him, the clerk
shall, in the case of a first or second offense, but for no subse-
quent offense, send such person, by registered mail, return
receipt requested, a notice that the complaint is pending, and
that, if the person fails to appear within twenty-one days from
the sending of such notice, a warrant for his arrest shall be
issued, and the registrar of motor vehicles notified to suspend
his right or license to operate motor vehicles. If any person
fails to appear within twenty-one days from the sending of
such notice, or in accordance with the summons issued, as the
case may be, the court shall issue a warrant for his arrest, and
the clerk shall notify the registrar, who shall forthwith suspend
the right of such person to operate motor vehicles, or his license,
if any, to operate the same, and shall not reinstate such right
or license or issue a renewal thereof to such person until after
notice from the clerk of the court disposing of such complaint
that the same has been disposed of in accordance with law;
and it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court disposing of
such complaint to notify the registrar forthwith that such case
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has been disposed of. The
of chapter two hundred and
issued under this section.

provisions of section thirty-five A
eighteen shall not apply to process
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officer of the traffic enforcementThe chief administrative93
agency shall also maintain or cause to be maintained in connec-
tion with every traffic citation issued by an officer under his
supervision a record of the disposition of the charge by the
court in which the complaint was deposited.
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The chief administrative officer of every traffic enforcement98
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99 agency shall require the return to him of a copy of every traffic
100 citation issued by an officer under his supervision to an alleged
101 violator of any traffic law or ordinance, and of all copies of
102 every citation which has been spoiled or upon which any entry
103 has been made and not issued to an alleged violator.
104 It shall be unlawful and official misconduct for any police
105 officer or public employee to dispose of a traffic citation or
106 copies thereof, or of the record of the issuance of the same, in a
107 manner other than as required herein.manner other than as required herein.
108 Every presiding judge of a district court and the chief justice
109 of the Boston municipal court shall maintain or cause to be
110 maintained a record of every traffic citation deposited with or
111 presented to said court, and shall maintain a record of every
112 official action by said court in reference thereto, including but
113 not limited to a record of every conviction, forfeiture of bail,
114 judgment or acquittal, and the amount of fine or forfeiture
115 resulting from every said traffic citation deposited with or
116 presented to said court
117 Within ten days after the conviction or forfeiture of bail of a
118 person upon a charge of violating any provision of the laws
119 regulating the operation of vehicles on highways, every said
120 judge or clerk of the court shall prepare and immediately
121 forward to the registry of motor vehicles the abstract of the
122 record of said court covering the case in which said person was

which abstract must be certified
prepare the same to be true and

so convicted or forfeited bail
by the person so required to
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upon a registry of motor vehicles
name and address of the party

Said abstract shall be made
copy and shall include the
charged, the number, if any
license, the registration nun
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, of his operator’s or chauffeur’s
her of the vehicle involved, the
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nature of the offense, the date of hearing, the plea, the judg-
ment, or whether bail forfeited, and the amount of the fine or
forfeiture, as the case mav be.
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Every court shall also forward a like report to the registry of
motor vehicles of the conviction of any person of manslaughter
or other felony in the commission of which a vehicle was used.
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The failure, refusal or neglect of any such judicial officer to
comply with any of the requirements of this section shall con-
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138 stitute misconduct in office and shall be ground for removal
139 therefrom.
140 The registry of motor vehicles shall keep all abstracts re-
-141 ceived hereunder at its main office, and such abstracts shall be
142 filed numerically according to the court having jurisdiction.
143 The registrar shall also cause to be maintained a record of his
144 disposition of each violation as required under chapter ninety A
145 and other such sections of the General Laws as may apply.

d|l46 Such abstracts and such records shall be opened to public
147 inspection during reasonable business hours.
148 Any person who aids in the disposition of a traffic citation or
149 summons in any manner other than that authorized by the
150 court shall be proceeded against for criminal contempt.
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