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By Mr. Pope of Boston (by request), petition of the Home Builders Associa-
tion of Greater Boston relative to the installation of water mains, sewers and
drains in towns and districts and the payment of the costs thereof. Municipal
Finance.

An Act relative to the installation of water mains, sewers
AND DRAINS IN TOWNS AND DISTRICTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 40 of the General Laws is herein amended by insert-
-2 ing after section forty-one A the following new section:
3 Section J+lB. Notwithstanding any provision of other law,
4 where existing municipal services are presently available in any
5 public or private way on which land of an owner abuts, a town
6 or district shall provide water, sewer and drainage and all mains
7 and equipment necessary thereto, or any or all of said services
8 within its control, to such land or to any lot subdivided there-
-9 from, and, in the case of water, to any building proposed to

10 be constructed on such land or lot of such owner who makes
11 written request therefor to the appropriate board or officer, and
12 agrees in writing to pay all costs and expenses incurred by such
13 town or district in furnishing such service, including the cost

y- 14 and expense of installation of mains, pipes and other necessary
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16 required to be furnished if the existing water supply or sewage
17 or drainage systems are inadequate to care for such in
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22 or district shall furnish to such owner a fair estimate of the cost
23 and expense to be incurred in providing the service or services
24 requested, and in the event requests are made by more than one
25 owner, each such owner shall be furnished an estimate of his
26 share of the cost, which shall be apportioned in accordance with
27 the ratio of the number of lineal feet fronting on the way owned
28 by him to the total number of feet fronting on the way on which
29 such services are to be installed. Each such owner shall deposit
30 with the treasurer of the town or district a sum of money equal
31 to his estimated share of the cost and expense. Upon receipt of
32 such deposit or deposits equal to the estimated cost, the town or
33 district shall proceed to cause the owner or owners to be pro-
-34 vided with the service requested. In the event that the final
35 cost and expense exceeds such deposit or deposits, each such
36 owner shall pay a proportionate part of such excess determined
37 in accordance with the above ratio. In the event that the
38 deposit or deposits exceed the cost and expense as finally de-
-39 termined, the town or district shall refund to each such owner
40 his proportionate share of such excess in accordance with the
41 above ratio.
42 Any balance remaining unpaid thirty days after notice
43 thereof shall be subject to collection and shall constitute a lien
44 as provided in sections four and twelve of chapter eighty of the
45 General Laws, so far as applicable.
46 In the event that the town or district declines to undertake
47 to furnish such services, the owner or owners who requested the
48 same may be authorized by the appropriate board or officer of
49 the town or district to furnish or cause to be furnished such
50 services, all work in connection therewith to be performed in
51 accordance with reasonable specifications established by said
52 board or officer, which shall not exceed the customary standards
53 of the town or district, and under the supervision of said board
54 or officer or the agent thereof, the entire cost of providing such
55 services to be borne bv such owner or owners.


